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A Brief and Fedde 2 of el 
ing Mercy of GOD in CHRIST, 10 his 
poor Servant FOHN B UNTA to, 

: Wberein is parcieutarly ſhewed, : 


ID. Manner of bis Converſion, his Sele >. 
Trouble for Sin, his dreadful Temptation 


% how he deſpaired of God's Mercy, a, 
1 - how the Lord at length through Chrift, by. 


deliver him from all the . and ere = 4 
x #hgt lay upon him. . We 


All which was written by nis own Hand, 50 1 
no publiſſſed for the Support of the W wr E vi 
- and tempted People of Gd. 1, 


ome, and buar, all ye that ar God, — 1w 
nba done for my Sore. PII. 
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A brief Account of the pubs 
ny bishing of this V, 0 R K. 
| Writren by the Author thereof, and d- 


dicated to thoſe whom Gop hath 
counted him worthy to beget- x6. | 


Faith, by his Miniſtry in the Worp, 


E HI LDR EN, Grace be mith you, A- — 5 
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men. I being talen ram pn in Pr. L 


ſenuce, and ſo tied up, that I cannot per- 
erm that Duty that from God doth ly of ni 0 
5 you · ward 5 for your fl urther edifying and 3 
milding up in Faith and Holineſs, &c. Yet © 
hat. you may ſee my Soul bath Fatherly Care - 


d Dejire afier your ſpiritual and euerlaſting 
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= The PREFACE " W- 
& 2 Shenir and Hefmon, /o from - the Lions 

Diens, and from the Mountains of the Leo- 75 

pPards, { Song 4- 5.) do Took yet after, all, Ut 

. greatly longing to ſee your ſafe Arrival into the ol 

deſired Haven. TE 5 2 

I thank God upon every: Remembrance f - 


© You, and rejoyce even while I flick between the 

* Teeth of the Lions in the Wilderneſs, at the 1 U 
 CGrace, and Mercy, and Knowledge of Chriſt | 10 
aur Saviour, which God hath beſlowed upon you, 1. 
with abundance of Faith and Love. Your bun- I /* 
= .gerings and tbirſtings alſo after further Ac- BY 
= Quaintance with the Father in bis Sm; your 1 


E * tenderneſs of Heart, your trembling at Sin, 
your ſober and holy Deportment alſo, before * . 
Job God and Men, is great Refreſhment to 1 | 
me: For you are my Glory and Joy, 1 The — 


. 20. 0 
E 1 aue ſent you here incloſed a Drop of that I 
EF "Honey _ have taken r. the ek of ; D, 
Lien, Judges 14. 5, 6, 7, 8. I have eat- all, 
en thereof my ſelf alſo,” and am much refreſhed, | 
thereby. ( Temptations when we meet them at « 
Fi, are as the Lion that roared upon Samp- " 
ſon: but if we overcome them, the next time 
te ſee them, we ſhall find a Neſt of Honey 
* within them.) ThePhuiſtines under/iand me 
ver it is ſomething a Relation of the Work. of Z. 
* God upon my own Soul, even from the very firſt Fe 
till now; wherein you may perceive ny Caf 


3 ye 2 in 
6. + ings down, and Riſings up : for-be mounten. fat 
2 bis Hands nate we. Ii is written ix do 
nl 8 wt Pe. 5 7 ; 2 k 2 2 ey A 5 
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The PREFACE; . 
W i 2h Scripture, 1/a. 38. 19. The Father to 
7. tte Children ſhall, make known the Truth 7 
he of God. Neo, it was for this Reaſon I lay ſo © 

long at Sinai, (Lev. 4. 10, 11.) to ſee the 4} 
'- &Þ Fire and the Cloud, and the Derkneſs, that I 
4 might fear the Lord all the Days of my Life 
be upon Earth, and tell of his wondrous Works 
% io my Children, P/al. 78. 3, 4, 5. 8 
* Moſes, Numb. 33. 1, 2. writes of the 
Journeyings f the Children of Iſrael from E= 
1;.. | Eypt 70 the Land of Canaan ; and commanded , | 

al, that they did remember their forty Years 


2 Y Travel in the Wilderneſi. Thou ſhalt remem- | 
8 der all the Way which the Lord thy God led 
"ts thee theſe forty Years in the Wilderneſs, to 


be. humble thee, and to prove thee, and to know 
what was in thine Heart, whether thou 
wouldeſt keep his Commandments or no. 
Deut. 8. 2, 3. Wherefore this I have endea- 
* f Y woured to do; and not only ſo, but"to publiſhit | 
% © 5 that, if God will, others may be put in 
ed remembrance of what he hath” done for their 
Souls, by reading his Work upon me. = 

me It is profitable for Chriſtians to be often cal. 
ling to mind the very Beginnings of Grace with . % 
their Souls. It is a Night to be much obſerved 
47 RL the Lord, for bringing them out from the 
x 2 Egypt. This is that Night of the 7 
Lord to be obſerved of all the Children of Iſrael = 
in their Generations, Exod. 12. 42. My God, 
faith David, P/al. 42. 6, My. Soul. is caſt 
down within me, but 1 will ren r thee, 
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* The PREFACE. c | 
»& from the Land of Ferdan, and of the Her- i gn 
monites, from the Hill Mizar. He remem- 
FF bred alſo th Lion and tbe Bear, when he went - 
ta fight with the Giant of Gath, 1 Sam. 17, 
30, 37. 20 2 
2 It auas Paul's accuſtomed manner, Acts 22, . you 
F gndibat when tried for bis Life, Acts 24. even 11 
t open before his Judges the manner of his Con- | Co 
E woer/ion ; be would think of that Day and that | ſu 
Hur, in whith he firſt did meet with Grace: ¶ co? 
ur be found it ſupported bim. When God had. i yo: 
brought the Children of Iſrael through the Red La. 
Sca, for int be Wilderneſs ; yet they muſi turn Ce 
K  gyite about Yhither again, to remember the be: 
E  drowning-of their Enemies there, Num. 14. Þ be 
- 325. For tho they ſang his Praiſe before, yet they H 
ien forgot bis Works, Pfal. rob. 11,12. [ 
1 In this Diſcourſe of mine, you may ſee ſo I St 
much z. much, I ſay, of the Grace of God to- vi 
ward ne rl thank God I can count it much; 10 
it was above my fins, and Satan's Tempta- ca. 
tes. 1 can remember my Fears, and Doubts, Li 
a ſad Mani bs, with comfort; they are as the ar 
ae Goliah in my Hand : there was no- ag 
* thing to David lite Goliah's Sword, even that E); 
Sword. that ſbould haue been ſheathed in bis bu 
Bazwels; for the very fight and remembrante of 
tat, did preach forth God's Deliverance to 
Fin. O the-remembrance of my great Sins, ef my 
* great Temptations, and of my great Fears: of 
=  periſhing for ever ! They bring freſh into my 
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he Pink, the-remembrance of my great Help, my i ba 
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ſure hid, even the Treafure 0 


" IM PATEACH =; IJ 
greatSupport from Heaven, and the great Graces 
that God extended to ſith a-Wretch-as I. : 

My dear Children, call to mind the 
Days, and Years of antient Times; remember» | 
alſo your Songs in the Night, aud commune with 
your own Heart, Pfal. 73. 5 65 7, 85 9. 10, * 
11, 12; Yea, look: dig leave ne 
Corner therein unſearched; — that is Si 


cond” Experience of the Gr are of od. — 7 
you. Remember, I ſay, the Word that firſt 4 
laid hold upen you; remember your Terrors A 
Conſcience and Fear of Death and Hell: Remem- © 
ber alſo your Tears and i rayers” to God; ves, 
how yon ſighed under every Hedge of Mercy, 7 
Have you never 4 Hill Mizar to remember? 
Have you forgot the Cloſe, the Milk-houſe, the 3 
Stable, the Barn, and the like, where God did 
2 it your Soul? Remember alſo. the Word, 
eWord, I ſay, upon which the Lord hath 4 
— you to hope: if you have ſimned againſi 
Light, if you are tempted to blaſpheme, if s 
are down in Deſpair, if you think God fights. | 
againſt you, or if Heaven is hid from v0 
Eyes, remember it was thus with your Father, 
but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 
1 could have enlarged much in this my Dif- 
naſe of my Temptation and Troubles for Sin, 
6.5 of the merciful Kindneſs and working of 
with my Soul: I coul alſo have 77 
dr die much higher than this in w 
bave LONG 1 and could haut — 
4 _ 
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F. Tre PREFACE. 
4 Things more than here 1 have ſeemed to de: 
| Gut I dare not: God did not play in convincing 


mne; netber did I play when I ſunk as into 4 
bottomleſs Pit, when the Pangs of Hell caught 
> Hold upon me: wang 2m" I may not play in 
m relating of them, but be plain and ſimple, 
2 lay down the Thing as it was : He that 
leib it, let him receive it; and he that does 
# not, let him produce à better, Farewel, 


= 


5 = | My dear Childr en, 


The Milk and Honey is beyond this Wil- 
dernefſs; God be merciful to you, and 
rant you be not flothful to go in to 
Poſſeſs the Land, x 


JOHN BUNYAN, 


des be. abc un 72 * 
4 . 1 * 
"Os. w J pw 4 8 

L 1 ah 


of me: the Devil did not play in tempting of | 
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a Grace Abounding 

: Tf. E. I 
Chicf of Sinners: 4 

: 3 I 

' Alrief Relation of the un 1 

- ing Mercy of God in Chriſt, 


to his poor Servant ohn | 6 
Bunyan. To, Mi 
I. this my Relation of the nd I 


Pg 


Working of God upon my Soul, it 
will not be amiſs, if, in the firſt Place, 3 


I do, in a few Words, give you an 
int of my Pedigree, and Manner of bring-- 4 
ing up; ; That thereby the ee and Boun- * 
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vanced and magnified before the Sons of Men. 
23. For my Deſcent then, it was, 'as 6 
Well known by many, of a low and incon- 
- fiderable Generation; my Father's Houſe | 
being of that Rank that is meaneſt, and moſt 
| deſpited of all the Families in the Land. 
Wherefore, I have not here, as others, to 
boaſt of Noble Blood, or of a high-born 


State, according to the Fleſh : Though all 


— Things conſidered, I magnify the heavenly 


Majeſty," for that by this Door he brought 


me imo this World, to partake of the Grace | 


and Hite that is in Chriſt by the Goſpel, 


3. But yet, notwithſtanding the meanneſs | 
and inconſiderableneis of my Parents, it plea- 


ſed God to put it into their Heart, to put 


EE LAI 2 hears. beth" en Bead — 
. 3 b 4 alſo attained, according 


teach Rate of other. poor Mens Children, 
tough to my ſhame I confeſs, I did oon 
lef&thet little-I learned, evon almoſt utterly, 
and that long betore the Lord did work his 


gracious Work of Converſion 


| my Soul. 
4. As for my. own natural Life, for the 


Time that I was without God in the World, 


” ir was. indeed, according to the Courſe of this 
IB #r14; and the Spirit that now worketh in thi 
Gene Diſabedience, Eph. 2. 2, 3. It 


was my Delight, te be taken Captive by the 


Devil ar $i will, 2. Tim. 2, 26. Being 5 
te with all-Unrighteouſneſs; the which did 


= , t * 
3B. > ; 2 * Saas £%S 
7 4 1 * 
5 w > 7 * , K Ex 
* 2275 0 at 


% a 
- = 2 * 


ae 


SSF Drs. O ASN. 28. 


a 


d 
1 


te 
* „ . 
— * 


7 4 
8 S699 ſtrongly work, and put forth it ſelf, 44 
* _bothiin my Heart and Life, and that from 

: a Child, « I had but few Equals, ( eſpeci- 

| ally confidering my Yearss which were ten- 

der, being few ) both far. gurſing, ſwearing, 4 
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5. Yea, ſo ſettled and rooted was I in 

theſe Things, that they became as a ſecond * 

Nature to me; the which, as I alſo have 

with ſoberneſs conſidered fince, did ſo offend ** 

the Lord, that even in my Childhood, he 

did ſcar and affright me with fearful Dreams, 4 

and did 2 me with dreadtul Vifions. For 

eſs Y often, after I had {pent this and the other 

BY Day in Sin, I have in my Bed been ca 
ut afflicted, while aſleep, with the Appréhenſi- 

nd ons of Devils and wicked Spit its, who bill, 

ng as I then thought, laboured to draw me away 

n, with them; of which I could never be rid. 
on Alſo, 1 ſhould at theſe Years be greatly a- 

ly, & fited and troubled with the "Thoughts of the 3 

nis fearful Torments of Hell- fire; till fearing 

ul. chat it would be my Lot to be feund at laſt 

the MW amongſt thoſe Devils and hellifh Fiends, who 

1d, de there bound down with the Chains and 2M 
bis Bonds of eternal Darkneis. 5 

. Theſe Things, I ßer, when I was but 

By 2 Child, about Nine or. Ten Years old, did 

dels my Soul, that when in the” midſt 

ofyamany Sporis and childiſh Vanities, a- 

<A I; * Ki as 1 WAS often 
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och caſt down and afflicted in my 1155 ſh 
E therewith 5 yet could I not let go my fins : in 
Tea, I was ſo overcome with Deſpair of M ty 
Liſe and Heaven, that then I ſhould often WT; 

"with, either that there had been no Hell, or 1. 
that I had been a Devil; ſuppoſing they were 21 


only Tormentors; that it muſt needs be, that C 
I indeed went thither, I might be rather a } or 
= Tormentor, than be tormented my ſelf. da 

7. A whileafter, theſe terrible Dreams aid O 
lee me, which alſo I ſoon forgot ; for my W, 
Pleaſures did quickly cut off the Remem- ä 
bdrance of them, as if they had never been: I. 
= Wherefore, with more greedineſs, according an 


to the ſtrength of Nature, I did ſtill let looſe ne 
the Reins to my Luſt, and delighted in all T1 
= TFranſgreflion againſt the Law of God : ſo 
= that until I came to the ſtate of Marriage, I 
was the very Ring-leader of all the Youth 
EF that kept my company, in all manner of 
Vice and Ungodlineſs. 
S8. Yea, ſuch Prevalency had the Luſts 
== and Fruits of the Fleſh, in this poor Soul of 
= mine, that had not a Miracle ot precious 
Grace prevented, I had not only periſhed by 
be ſtroke of eternal Juſtice, but alſo laid my 
"elf open even to the ſtroke ot thoſe Laws, 
E” which bring ſome to diſgr#e and open ſhame, 
* the Face of the World. 
9. In theſe Days, the Thoughts of Reli- 
Fas were very a7 6, to me; I could ow 
* „ nor that any guy 
. 2% Kos: 


en I ſaid unto God, Depart from me, for 


1 could my ſelf fin with the greateſt Delight 


11 But God did not utterly leave me, but 


to the Chief of Sinners, 
ſhould: fo that when I have ſeen ſome r 
in thoſe Books that concern'd Chriſtian Pie- 
ty, it would be, as it were, a Priſon to me. 


I deſire not the Knowledge of thy ways, Job | 
21. 14, 15. I was now void of all good 

Confideration ; Heaven and Hell were both 
out of Sight and Mind; and as for ſaving and 
damning, they were leaſt in my Thoughts Ml 
O Lord, thou knoweſt my Life, and my ways * 
were not hid from thee. J xn 4 

10, But this I well remember, That tho" A 
and Eaſe, and alſo taken pleaſure in the Vile» 3 
neſs of my Companions ; yet even then, it 
I have at any Time ſeen wicked Things by- 
thoſe who profeſſed Goodneſs, it would make 
my Spirit tremble. As once above all the 
reſt, when 1 was in my Height of Vanity, ⁵ü 
yet hearing one to ſwear, that was reckoned «i 

for a religious Man, it had ſo great a Stroke 
upon my Spirit, that it made my Heart ake.. 4 


followed me ſtill, not now with Convictions, 
but Judgments, yet ſuch as were mixt with 
Mercy. For once I fell into a Creek oPthe 
Sea, and hardly eſcaped Drowning: Ano» © 
ther Time 1 fell out of a Boat into Bedford 
River but Mercy yet preſerved me alive: 
Beſides, another Time being in the Field 
with one of my Companions, it chanced hy 
an Adder paſieu over the Higheway, ſo ] 
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_ Grace: chounding- 
Stick in my Hand, ſtruck * over 
g 1 and having ſtounded her, I forced v 
E 2 — her Mouth with my Stick, and pluc= i 
dend ber Sting out with my Fingers; by ff & 
Which Act, had not God been merciful to ph 
— I might, by my Departures, have brought | w 
elf to mine End. of. 
This alſo have I taken Notice of _ Fa 
= r When 1 was a Soldier, I co 
| Y with others were. drawn out . go to ſuch a his 
Flace to — it; but when F was juſt rea- 
47 to go, one of the Company deſired to go 
1 1 in my m, to which when I had conſent: 
= ed,ohe- took my place, and coming to the 
Siege, as he ſtood Sentinel, he was ſhot inta ſhy 
= the Head with a Musket-bullet, and died, Ithe 
. Here, as 1 ſaid, were Judgments — ligi 
1 F Foe but neither of them did awaken 
| on to Righteouſneſs, wherefare 1 fi 
il, and grew more and more rebellious a- 
” gainſt God, and careleſs of mine own Salva- 
tion. 
12, Preſently after this, 1 changed my 
\ Condition into a married State; and my; 
Mey was, to light upon a Wife, whoſg 
= Father was counted Godly : Thi Woman 
and 1, tho' we came together as poor as; pag. 
might be, (not having ſo much Hnuſholde 
= ftuffas a Diſh, or Spoon betwixt us both} 
yet this ſhe had for her Part, The, Plains 
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to 1 Co i Wes. * Y 
tire of Piety, which her Father had left KW 
when he died. In theſe two Books I o 3 | 
ſometimes read with ber, wherein I:alſo 
found ſome Things that were ſome what 
pleaſing to me: (but all this While 1 met 
with no Conviction.) She alſo would, be 
often telling to me what a Godly. Man 8 
Father was, and how he would reprove an 
correct Vice, both in his Houſe, and amongſi 
This Neighbours; ; what a ſtrict and holy 1 
he lived in his Day, both in Word and! ' 
| 13. | Wherefore theſe Books, with this k. 
lition, tho' they did not reach m Heart ta 
awaken it about my ſad and ſinful State, 
he) did beget within me ſome Deſires to =] 
ligion : fo that, becauſe I Kne no better, © 
fell in very eagerly with the Religion of the: 
itnes, - to wit, to go to Church twice a. 
Day, and that too with the toremoſty and 
here ſhould very —— both ſay and 
fing as others did; yet retaining my wicked: © 
Life: But withal, was ſo overrun with 
he Spirit of Superftition, that I adored, and 
hat with great Devotion, even all Thin 
(both the High-place, Prieſt, Clerk, Ve 
ments, Service, and what elſe ) belonging. 
© the Church; counting all Things holy- 
hat were therein contained; and eſpecially. 3 
be Prieſt· and Clerk moſt happy, and wit» 
Ger | boy: e bleſſed, becauſe they were 
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Cerace abounding 
ad were Principal. in the holy Temple, to 
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ds his Work therein 
184. This Conceit grew ſo ſtrong in little 
Time upon my Spirit, that had J but ſeen a 
Prieſt ( tho” nevet ſo ſordid and debaucked in 
bis Life ) I ſhould find my Spirit fall under 
== him, reverencehim, and knit unto him; yea, 
I thought, for the Love that I did bear unto 
== them, ( ſuppoſing they were the Miniſters 
of God) I could have lien down at their 
Feet, and have been trampled upon by hem; 
== their Name, their Garb, and Work, did ſo 
== intexicate and bewitch m. - 
= 15. After I had been tis for ſome conſi- 
== derable Time, another Thought came in my 
Mind, and that was, Whether we were of 
de {/raebtes or no? For finding in the Scrip- 
BE tures, that they were once the peculiar Peo- 
- * of God, thought, if 1 were once of this 
Race, my Soul muſt needs be happy. Now 
EE again, I found within me a great longing to. 
FE” be reſolved about this Queſtion, but coul 
not tell how I. ſhould, Ar laſt, I asked 
my Father of it, who told me, No, ue were 
not: Wherefore then I fell in my Spirit, as 
tio the Hopes of that, and ſo remained. 
186. But all this while 1 was not ſenſible of 
EE the Danger and Evil of fin : I was kept from, 
F confidering that fin would damn me, what 
FE Religion ſoever I followed, unleſf 1 was 
found in Chriſt ; nay, I never thought of 
bim, nor whether there was one or no. 


*< __ : 


1 8 ' * 2 
* N * . "A +. , L #1 . 
* 1 * * 4 * — L * 0 1 
0 5 93 os! | £# bs * 
5 4 8 by „ 3 44 | hag.” R PI.» ; 
— 2 * N 8 . 


4 


us - 
wearie 
eth not 
IO, It 
7. 
moris 
treat < 
breakir 
or oth 
ing my 
ight ir 
that w'. 
therew 
ſcience 
lievin 
0 he 
ime I 
fore, t! 
for the 
and ſo 
nded, 
1 
news 
er my 
t laſted 
he Tr 
ny He 
ht ho 
one fr 
t, the 
oul+- 
ature 


2 2 | 
ey” * 
* BO $1 . 


wearieth himſelf with Vanity: For he hum 
eth not the 
10. 15. | = 

17. But one Day ( amongſt all the Ser- 
mois our Parſon made) his ſubject was to 


treat of the Sabbath-day, and ot the Evil of 1 | 


breaking that, either with Labour, Sports, 


or otherwiſe : (now I was, notwithſtand-- 
ing my Religion, one that took much De- 


ight in all manner of Vice, and eſpecially 


that was the Day that 1 did ſolace my ſe 
therewith.) Wheretore I fell in my Con- 


ſcience under his Sermon, thinking and be- 
lieving that he made that Sermon on purpaſe-.--: 
o ſhew me my Evil-doing; and at that, 

ime 1 felt what Guilt was, tho” never de- 
fore, that I can remember; but then 1 was 
for the preſent greatly loaden therewith, 
and ſo went home when the Sermon was 


nded, with a great Burden on my Spirit. 


er my former Pleaſures to me; but behold, 
t laſted not: For before I had well dined, 
he Trouble began to go off my Mind, and 


ny Heart returned to its old Courſes But. 


ht how glad was-I that this Trouble was 


one from me, and that the Fire was put 
t, chat 1 might fin again without con- 


roul! Wheretore, when I had ſatisfied 
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us Man, while blind, doth tuander, but 'F 


ay to the City of God, Eccleſ. 


18. This for that inſtant did benum the 
inews of my beſt Delights, and did irfibit=. - 


ature with my Food, 1 ſhook the Sermon 


* 


1 


10 Brace abounding 
cout of my Mind, and to my old cuſtom of 
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z and gaming, I returned with great de- 
= e . | 
b * midſt of a Game at Cat, and having ftruck 


„ _ did ſuddenly dart from Heaven into my Soul, 
_ which laid, Vilt thou leave thy Sins and go 


= I At this I was put to an exceeding Amaze ; 
—_ - Wherefore leaving my Cat upon the Ground, 


} 5 with the 
me Lord Jeſus looking down upon me, 


wi de did ſeverely threaten me with ſome 


—_ ungodly Practices. * 
20. i had no ſooner conceived-in my 

Mind, but Tuddenly this Concluſion was 
.S — — my Spirit, (for the former Hint 


ran my hom. — - Then I fell to mu- 


ME mgon it, and fearing: leſt it ſhould be fo, 
I felt my Heart ſink in Deſpair, concluding 
LE it was too late; and therefore I reſolved in 
Mind, I. would go on in_ fig; for, 
. * 5 a » " 3 „ woeunght 
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19. But the ſame Day as I was in the 


it one Blow from the Hole; juft as I was 
© about to ſtrike it the ſecond Time, a Voice 


rt Heaven ? or have thy Sins and go to Hell? 


I locked up to Heaven, and was as if I had 
yes of my Underſtanding, ſeen 


d being very hotly diſpleaſed with me, and 


PNierous Puniſhment for theſe, and other my 


Tet my fins again before my Face. ) That 
-” Tibad been a great and grievous Siuner, aud 
that it was now too late for me to look after 
Haden; Fer Chrif! would not forgive me, nor 


fing vpon this ag; and while I was think- 


— 
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te the Chief of Sinners, — 
bought I, if the Caſe be. thus, my ſtate is 3 
ſurely miſerable 3 miſerable, if ; if L leave m 
fins; and but miſerable, if I follow them A 
can be but damned; and it it TE. 9 


1 


e 

k bad as good be damned for many fins, as be 

as damned for few. 

ce 21. Thus 1 ſtood in the Midſt of my Play, 

l, hetore all that then were preſent ; but i 5 


old them nothing: But, 1 ſay, I having 
de this Concluſion, I returned deſperately: 43 3 
o ſport again: And I well remember, that 


"> 


1 


d, r this Kind of Deſpair did ſo poſſeſfſs 
ad Wny Soul, that I was perſuaded I could never 2 
en Mattain to other Comfort than what Lſbould-; 8 
ie, Nett in fin: For Heaven was gone already, ſo; 
nd. that on that I muſt not think,”  Where=- © 


ore TI found within me a great Deſire io 
ake my fill of fin, ftill fudying what ſin 
as to be committed, that I might taſte the 
ſweetneſs of it; and I made as much Halte 
L could to fill my Belly with its Delicacies, 
eſt I ſhould die before I Pad my Deſire; or I | 
hat 1 feared greatly. In theſe Things I pro- 
% before God, 1 neither do I fein 
his Form of Speech: theſe werereall I 1 
y, and with all my Heart, my Deſires. 

ed Lord, whoſe Mercy is wnſearchable by: fr. 
iv me my 7. age. 

22% (And I am very eonfident that this 
| — — of the Devil, I more uſual a- 1 
| poor Creatures than many are aware 
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= of Conſcienee; which Frame he ſtilly and 
. Ally ſupplieth with ſuch deſpair, that though 
not much Guilt attendeth the Soul, yet they 

6 continually have a ſecret Concluſion with- 
in them, that there is no Hopes for them: 


23. Now therefore I went on in fin with 
great Greedineſs of Mind, ſtill grudging that 
I could not be fo ſatisfied with it as I would: 
_— his did continue with me about a Month 
or more. But one Day, as I was ſtanding 


=_—_ curing and — and playing the Mad- 
ren wanted manner, there ſat with- 
n the Woman of the Houſe, and heard me, 
Vo, though ſhe was a very looſe and un- 
—_— godly W retch, yet proteſted that ſwore and 
= curicd at that moſt fearful rate, that ſhe was 
made to tremble to hear me: And told me 
EE further, That I was the ungodlieſt Fellow for 
= ſwearing, that ever ſbe heard in all ber Life : 
= ard that 1 % thus doing, was able to ſpoil all 
K the Youth in the while Town, if they came but 
= in my Company. | —_— TY bo 
2834. As this Reproof I was filenced,. and 
put to fecret ſhame; and that too, as 1 
EE thought, before the God of Heaven: Where- 
tore, While 1 "ſtood there, and hanging 
To dowfimy Head, I wiſhed with all my Heart, 
I might be alittle Child again, that my 
Ew _ Aa 


and ſeared Frame of Heart, and benuming 


| Z For they have loved Sins, Jer. 2. 25. and 18. 


= at -a-Neighbour's Shop Window, and there 


* 4 
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=” NI» Chief of Sinners. ak 


Facher might learn me th ſpeak without this 
> Wl wicked Way of ſwearing: For, thought I, 
1 am ſo accuſtomed to it; that it is but in 
h vain for me to think of a Reformation; for 1. 
Y Bf thought it could never be. „ 
A 25. But how it came to paſs I know not, 
:I did from this Time torward ſo leave my 
5. ſwearing, that it was a great Wonder to my | 
my ſelf to obſerve it; and whereas before I 

h knew not how to ſpeak unleſs I put an Oath = 

at before, and another bebind, to make my 
i: Words have Authority, now I could ſpeak 

th YI better, and with more pleaſantneſs than ever 


_ PL 


ſion of Religion, who, as I then thought, 


the Matters of Religion: Wherefore, fallin 
into ſome love and liking-to what he ſaid, 


Ignorant either of the Corruptions of my 
as 1 Nature, or the Want and Worth' of Jeſus 
Nere- Chriſt to ſave me. RS 
Sing 27, Wherefore T fell to ſome outward 
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betook me to my Bible, and began to take 

great pleaſure in reading, but eſpecially with .. 4 
the hiſtorical Part thereof: For, as for Pauls 
Epiftles, and Scriptures of that Nature, I 
could not away with them, being as yet but 


Ketormation, both in my Words and — 4 


I could before. All this while 1 knew not 
Jeſus Chriſt, neither did 1 leave my ſports 


But quickly after this, I fell in Com- 
pany with one poor Man that made profeſ- 


did talk pleaſantly of the Scriptures, and er 


p 
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1 jp 833 * * , | — 
F 3 5, — Crace bounding 2 | 
mud did ſet the Commandments before me, 


for my Way to Heaven; which Command- 
ments I alſo did ſtrive to keep; and as I 
= . thought, did keep them preity well ſome- 
times, and then I ſhould have Comfort; yet 
no and then ſhould break one, and ſo af- 
=_— fit my Conſcience: But then I ſhould re- 
—_ :pent, and ſay, I was ſorry for it, and pro- 
=_ _ — to do better next Time, and there 
get Help again. 
=_ x. Thus I continued about a Year, all 
which Time our Neighbours did take me to 
dea very Godly Man, a new and religious 
Man, and did marvel! much to ſee ſuch a 
great and famous Alteration in my Life and 
=_ ners: and indeed ſo it was, tho' yet I 
' Anew not Chriſt, nor Grace, nor Faith, nor 
Hope. And truly, as I have well ſeen ſince, 
mad i then died, my ſtate had been moſt fear- 
mul. Well, this 1 ſay, continued about a 
= Twelve:Month, or more. 
=_— 29. Now you muſt know,-'that before 
Fin »  #his Thad taken much delight in Ringing, but | 
my Conſcience beginning to be tender, I 
Wought that ſuch à Practice was but vain, 
= And therefore forced my ſelf to leave it; yet 
my Mind hankered, wheretore 1 ſhould go 
"to the :Stecple-houſe and look on: But IB 
thought this did not become Religion nei- 
ter, yet 4 forced oy would look 
_— or ill ; but quickly after, I beganto think 
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to the Chief of Sinners, , | "4 Nj 
choſe to ſtand under a main Beam that ax 
over-thwart the Steeple from fide-40 de, 
thinking there I might ſtand ſure : bu! then 
I ſhould think again, ſhould the Bell fall 
with a ſwing, it might firſt hit the Walls 
aud then redounding upon me, might kill 
me for all this Beam: This made me ſtand 
in the Steeple-door, and now, thought I, 
I am ſafe enough, for if a Bell ſhould then 
fall, I can flip out behind theſe thick Walls, 
nd ſo be preterved notwithſtanding. So al- 


„ter this I would yet go to ſee them ring, but 

; Wwould not go no further than the Steeple- 

: {door ; but then it came into my Head, how ' 3 

1 Wt the Steeple it ſelt ſhould fall? And this 

L WT hought, (it may fall for ought 1 know ) ́. 

rx would, when I ſtood and looked on, conti= "I 

„ ually io ſhake my Mind, that I durſt nob ³ 
ſtand at the Steeple-door any longer, but 


vas forced to fly for fear it ſhould fall upon 
mine Head. FFC ns 
Another thing was my Dancing, I was a 


re 43 
at Wull Year before I could quite leave it: But 
Il this while, when I thought I kept this er 


hat Commandment, or did by Word or Dee! 
ny Thing that I thought were good, I had © 
creat Peace in my Conſcience, and ſhould 


link with mp ſelf, God cannot chooſe but. . 
ino pleaſed with me, yea to relate it in 
own Way, I thought no Man in EA g- 


and could pleaſe God better than J. 
But, poor Wreich as 1 was, I mo. oy 2 
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1 Grace abouading © WO 
this while ignorant of Jeſus Chrift, and go- 4 5 
-. Ing about to eftabliſh mine own Righteouſ- h 

neſs, had periſhed therein, had not God in M © 

1 Mercy ſhewed me more of my ſtate by Na- FI 

ture. hor b 5 | 

29. But upon a Day, the good Providence fac 

of God did caſt me to Bedford, to work at 5, 

my Calling; and in one of the Streets of , 

_ that Town I came where there were three 5. 

odr four poor Women fitting at a Door in the i v7, 

_— Sun, talking about the things of God; and — 

being now willing to hear them diſcourſe, I ſha 

drew near to hear what they ſaid, for I was ¶ nau 

1 now a brisk Talker alſo my ſelf in the mat-¶ abo 
ters of Religion: But I may ſay, 4 heard, N did 

b 1 underſteod not; for they were far above I t 

—_ out of my Reach, their Talk was about a nor 
New Birth, the Work of God on their Wow; 

Hearts; alſo, how they were convinced of "to 

_ . their miſerable Eſtate by Nature : They talk- MWaerf 

ed, how Cod had viſited their Souls with his n 

Tode in the Lord Jeſus, and with what Wards 

24 Promiſes they had been refreſhed, comfort- 

en, and ſupported againſt the 7 

be Devil. Moreover, they reaſoned / 2he 
= Suggeſtions and Temptations of Satan in par- 

_ ticular, and told to each other by which they 

Sad been affiified, and bow they were born uf 
=— wnuder bis Aſaults: They alſo diſcourjed of thei 


dun Wretchedneſs of Heart, of their Unbelief, 
2nd did contemn, flight and abbor Legs = 
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3 10 ts The -Chief if 22 * 2 WY 
Rig hteouſne Ly as filthy and I to As. 
them any p 
* 30, Ang me thought they ſpake, 48 
a- did make them. . a fable wit 
* p33 of criptureelanguage, and bs 
fuch Appearance of Grace in all they ſaid, that "i 
al ¶ they were to me. as if they had found a 170 4 
of World, as if they were People that diuelt a- 4 | 
ce bone, and were not to be reckoned among /t their. 
Neighbours, Numb. 25. 9. 

31. At this I felt my own Heart began to 
„II ſhake, and miſtruſt my Conduion © to be 
vas naught: Fer I ſaw, that in all my Mg = 
at- about Religion and Salvation, the New Birth 
did never enter into my Mind, neither knew i 
I the Comfort of the Word and Promiſe, 
nor the Deceitfulneſs and Treachery of my Y | 
ann wicked Heart. As forſecret Thoughts, 


d of I took no Notice of tbem, neither did I un- Z | 
alk- derſtand. ha an's Temptations were, nor. 
| 5 how * were to be withſtood. and. reli, | 1 
ords Sc. | 4 2 


32. H Thys therefore when 1 had beard and. 


26 % Fonfidered what they ſaid, 1 left them and 
'. ihrfrent it my Employment a in; but BZ 
par-Hbeir Ta Fund- Dion went wit 1 
they Heart would, tarry with them, for l was 
rn ufreatly affected with their Words, both be- 3 


fauſe U them 1 was convinced of the hap- 
y.2nd_blefſed Condition of him that was 
5 an one. = 


3 Thexefore 9 ofiep anke it wr 4 


$3 1 5 e e 
4 2 © > Bafineſt to be going again and again ino the 
Company of theſe poor People; for I could 
not ſtay away ; and the more I went a- 
ewe” them,” the more I did queſtion my 
þ Condition.” And, as 1 ſtill do remember, 
ſently 1 found two Things within me, 
Wt} 45 which 1 did ſometimes marvel, ( eipeciall 
. i} 2 4 1 what a blind, ignorant, fordid, 
ad ungotly Wretch but juft before I was ) 
ene was a very great Softneſs and Tender- 
- +4 of Heart, which cauſed me to fall under 
tte Comyition of what by Scripture they afſert- 
ed; and the other was, a great Bending in 
my Mind to 4 continual meditating on them, 
and on all other good Things ꝛohich at any Ti me 
11 _— or read of. 
þ 4. By theſe Things, my Mind was now 
io Cool it lay like a N at 
he 55 £ 'Yea, 7 ſo > 145 Eternity, 
u the Things about the Kingdom 7 
Heaven, (that is ſo far as | knew, tho as 
pet, God knows, 1 knew but little) that | 
15 þ 5 neither Pleaſures, nor Profits, nor Perſuaſi- 
2 ons, nor Threats, could looſe it, or make 
EF” it tet go its Hold: And tho 1 may ſpeak it 
Vith Shame, yet it is in very deed à certain 
| 1 Nutz, it would then have been as difficult 
= | for me to have taken my Mind from Hea- 
ven to Earth, as | have found it often fince 
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7 09 * Chief » 7 2 3 
Was a Man in our Town, to whom 
my Heart before was knit more than to any 
other; "ut he being a moſt wicked Creature 
for Curfing and Swearing, and Whoring, I _ 
ſhook him off, and forſook his Companie ; 


„ ho "_ 


) = 
„but about a Quarter of a Year after I had * 
/ Wleft him, 1 met him in a certain Lane, and 
„ asked him how he did; he, after his old 1 
Cs earing, and mad Way, anſwered, He was _ 3 
Nell. But Hary, ſaid I, why do you fuvedr 
ad curſe thu; ? What will become of you, f 1 
eu die in this Condition? He anſwered me 
in a great Chafe, What would the Devil dos 
„ Wor Sy; if it were not for fuch as t 4 = 
{4 2 = 


36. About this Time, I met with ſome 3 
Ranters Books, that were put forth by ſome. 
at. Wot our Coumry men, which Books were alſo 


? 2 | 


V. Pishiy in Efternr by ſeveral old Profeſſors. -Y 
* Some of theſe I read, but was not able to 
0 


make 2 Judgement of them: Wherefare, 
$ I read in them, and thought upon 


ut hem, ( feeling my - ſelf unable to judge? 8 
fi- ſhovid betake my ſelf to hea y: Prayer in 
ike Inis Manner, O Lord, I am 4 20, and no 
it 5e to Inde the Truth from Error ; Lord, 9 


an aue me not to my own Blindneſs, eit her 1ͤ 
ult Nebra or condemn this Dofirine : if it ble 
ca- Ge, we it, M it be of the 
nce race it. 4 * 


2 me not em 


in this Matter A at . Footy - 


ha F 
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3 ct e ö 
had one religious intimate Companion al 
| this while, and that was the poor Man that Wh 
\ "1poke of before; but about this Time he kept 
| sf "lf turned a moſt deviliſn Ranter, and gave Wit 
:himſelf up to all manner of Filthinels, eſpe-¶ fect 
clally Uncleanneſs; he would alſo deny only 
—_ that chere was a God, Angel, or Spirit, and I alſo 
_. would laugh at all Exhortations or Sobriety. © Was 
When 1 laboured to rebuke his Wickednefs, 3: 
de would laugh the more, and pretend "that look 
de had gone through all Religions, and could If read 
| never light upon the Right till now: He Epiſ 
| told me alſo, That in a little Time 1 Hould and 
= 3 . all Profeſſors turn to the Ways of the Ran- Deve 


- * - N » * * * » wy * 
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herefore, abominating thoſe curſed Med 
Principles I left his Company forthwith, iſ "2% 
and became to him as great-a Stranger as I} 474 ( 


bad been before a Familiar. Neither was'thigh 38 
Man only a Temptation to me, but my Cal en 1 
2 — lying in the Country, I happened tc rit th 
light into ſeveral Peoples Cempany, "who of Kn 
cho rift in Religion formerly, yet was alſq erf 
ſwept away by theſe Ranters. Theſe -woull® Ih 
= talk with me of their Ways, and tondem 
nme as legal and dark, pretending that they ot 
* had: attained to roar ye Wat beudd 
that they would, and not fin. 
tations were ſuitable to my FF 
but Se Man, and my natur w pr 
| * £ þ | God, wh o had, 261 — den ed.” 


be he + - 2 5 
ſuch Woes Principles. And bleſſed be Gody. 
who put it in my Heart tocry to him to be 
ie kept and directed, ſtill diſtruſting mine own. 
'e Wiſdom; for I have fince ſeen even the F. 4 | 
e fect of that Prayer, in his preſerving, me, not ; 
y only from Ranting Errors, but from thoſe." 4 1 
aa alſo that have ſprung up ſince. The Bible 
7. as precious to me in thoſe Days. "2 


"£2 


s, 37. And now, me thought, 1 began to A 
ut look into the Bible with new Eyes, and 
116 read as I never did before; and eſpecially the 4 | 
Ne Epiſtles of the Apoſtle St. Paul were tweet. : Y F 
and pleafant to me: And indeed I was then 
never out of the Bible, either by Reading or 
Meditation, ſtill crying out to God, that 13 
mich know be Fi * and Way. te Hauen 
a ry. - 

38. And 201 went an and read, 1 legen, | 
on, that Paſfage, To one is. given by. the $9i- if 
rit the Ward of Wiſdom, to another the World. 
of Knowledge by the ſame Spirit, and to-ane- 2 
ther Faith, &c. 1 Cor. 12. And though, 
as I have fince ſeen, tht by this Scripture the 2 | 
ee Ghoſt intends, in ſpecial, Things ex- 4 

ron ary; yet on — iti then did 4 
onviction, that I did want Thi Wo 

3 even that Na en it. X J 
* dom; bat. other . Chriſtians had 7 
I waſed, an. could not tell what 0 
| 5 this Word L Faith] put me to | 
3 Could not help it, but Pris 8 

. e J 4. 
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* was loth to conclude I. had no 
Fal For if 1 do ſo, thought I, then I ſhall * 
count my ſelf a very Cafi-away indeed. {| 
39. Ne, ſaid 1 with my ſelf, though I am 


; I continced Sor I am an ignorant Set, and that 
1 | I 8 3 FT wont d bleſſed Gifts. of Knowledge and 
baden ng that other good People have, yet 
N Hh Lat a Venture I will conclude, I am not altoge- 
c - Ther Faithleſs, though I know not what Faith 
2 is. For it was ſhewed me, and that too ( as 
I I have fince ſeen ) by Satan, that thoſe who 
I | 4 : conclude-themſelves in a faithleſs State, have 
4 3 2 neither Reſt nor Quiet in their Souls; and I 
Was loth to fall quite into Deſpair. 5 
_ 40, Wherefore, by this Suggeſtion, I Was | 
bra While made afraid to fee my Want of MW Verci 
= Faith ; but God would not ſuffer me thus to one 
vndo- and deſtroy my Soul, but did oontinu- 
ally againſt this my blind and ſad Concluſion, 
create fill within me ſuch fad Suppoſitians, 
inſomuch that I could not reſt content, un- 
ul I did now come to ſome certain Know- 
ledge, whether I had Faith or no; this al- 
ways funning; in my Mind, But -bow- if. you 
But how can you tell 2 


want Talib indeed 
Lare Faith? And beſides, I'aw tor c 
= if I badit not, I was ſure to periſh for ever. 
. So that though I endeavoured at the 
_ rf to. look over the Buſineſs pt Fi 8 
a 2 little Fime, I better confidering 


Y I Matler, was wilkir ; 10. 18 . a 


=. . 8 


= * 
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* t to the Chief of Sinturs., 
al pour Wretch | ſo ignorant and 5 
that 1 knew. 10 this. Day nd more 
how to do it, than I know bow 10 begin "I 
and accompliſh that rare and eurigus . A 
of Art, which I never yet ſaw or: confider- 
ed. 


42. Wherefore while I was thus cnt 4 | 
ing, and being put to my Plunge about ir 
tor you muſt know, that as yet 1 had in 2 | 
this Matter broken my Mind to no Ilan, Eo 
only did hear and conſider ) the Tempter - 9 
> came in with this Delufion, T hat there was 1 
I 20 way for me to know I had Faith, but by 117 1 
ing to wor ſome Miracle, urging theſe Strips 2 | 
sture, _ to. look that way, for lo in- 
f i /orcong. and ſtrengthning his Temptation. N 
of one Day as I was betwixt Eiſtoto and 2 70% 
- W the Temptation was bot upon me, to. try ift 
I had Faith by doing ſome Miracle * which 2 ; 
Miracle at that Time was this, 1 mt ſay 2 : | 
the Puddle; that were in the Horje*pads, Be 
dry; and to the dry Places, Be you the Puddles..- 
And truly one Time I was a-going to ſay col 
indeed ; but juſt as I was about to ſpeak, ihis 4 
Thought came ino my Mind, But go u,. 
youder —_ ard. pray ffn, that God — 7 
male you: able. But when | bad conctedes 
2 pray, chis carne het upon me, That if 1 
2 74 5 eee, = g 
"pet nat tu ug anging, f 
ei bur Was 4 aud 2 
it | 2 14 | 
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=» "Obace Sy” 
6 . never try yet, but will flay a little longer- 
1413. 80 1 continued at a great Loſs : For 
1 1 ehr, if they only had Faith which could 
ruck wonderful Things, then I concluded; 
+ that for the preſent | neither had it, nor yet 
23 © For Time to come were ever like to have it. 
| e! was toſſed betwixt the Devil and 
1 my own Iznorance, and ſo perplexed, eſpe» 
3 == cially at ſome Times, that | could not tell 
_ what to do, 
: 3 44. About this Time, the State and Hap- 
rie of theſe poor People at Bedford, was 
YH 2 in area of ky: . to _ I. 
EY „ as If they were e t unmy- ide 8 
is ine high Mountain, there — then 
5 | 4 2 with the pleaſant Beams of the Sun, 
_ > 1 was bivering and ſbrinting in the 
"Cold, aofffified with Froſt, Snow, and dark 
3 Cloud. Me thought alſo, bettwixt me and 
_ 1 /ow 4 Mall that did compaſs about this 
Mortar ; . wow, through this 2 my 8 
44 greatly deſire to paſs, concluding, that if I 
rould, would go even into thi very Mid 1 
them, and there alſo comfort my elf with 
A v, their Sun. 
F 45 About this Wall I thought my Jelf to 
\ = arg and again, ſtill praying as I went;'to £ 
* TA 1 could find ſome way or Paſſage by whirch1 
$ . emer therein, but none could 1 f 
Time : At the loft, I Jaw," as it _ 12 
. . Hike a fre Door, im "the 
ewes „ 2 


„ Rate 
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10 jerk . Chief » py — 25 Dt 
the Paſſage being very Prrait and narrow, ! 
Lade many Offers to get in, but all in vain, 
eren until I was well nigh quite beat out I " 
Iriving to get in: At laſti, with great fri- 4 
wing 1 1 at firft did get 4n_my Head, 
aud after that, by 4 Sidelong-flriving, my. | 2 
Should ors, and my whole Body ; thin tua 3 
exceeding glad, and went and ſat down in tb 
Midi of them, and Ss comforted with 4 
Light 25 Heat of their Sun. 

46. Now this Mountain and Wall, S.. oj 
was thus made out to me; The Mountain * 5 
gnified the Church, ef the living God ; the 
Sun that ſhone thereon, the comfortable foi ning 
of his merciful Face on them that were theres 5 4 | 
Bir - The Wall, 1 thought, was the Word that 
2 make Separation between the Chriftions,. 3 
Jed the World : And theiGap which vas in this 
Wall, 1 thought was *Fefſns Chrift; tobe is the: ff 
Wax to God the Father, John EA 16. Marth. _ 
— 1. Bur far ar much an the Paſſage was. © 
Heul nar rom eben ſo nur, that I T 4 
ould" not but -withFgreat - Difficulty! enter in 3 
Fheredh'y it ſhewed me, that. none could. enten Y 
ned" £2ft, but thoſe that. were in downright: 
Fame, und unleſs alſe they left this iced 
aud bebind them; for here was ' Room 
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was FA to a vehement Hunger, and 
= Defirc to be one of that Number that did fit | 
| in the Sun-ſhine:. Now alſo I ſhould pray 
= wherever I Was, whether at home or abroad, 
in Houſe or Field, and ſhould alſo often with 
_ lifting up of Heart, ling that of the '5iſt 
Pim, 0 Lord, confeder my Diftreſ; : eren 
1 vet I knew not where I was. 
48. Neither as yet could 1 attain to any 
3 comfortable Perſuaſion that I had Faith in 
©. Chriſt ; but inſtead. of. having Satisfaction, 
= * dere I bes: n to find my Soul to be aſſaulted 
x: 4 - with freſh Doubts about my tuture Hap at 
ness, eſpecially with ſuch as theſe, Ve 
3 I. was zlefied? but bow if the Day of Gra 
=: TI; now be paſt and gone ? 
49. By theſe two Temptations I was very 
much afflicted and diiquieted; ſometi dy 
one, and ſometimes by.: tbe other of 
=” And firſt, To ſpeak ot that about m que 
muoning my Election, found at this Time, 
; 3 that though I was in a Name to find the 
Way to Heaven and Glory; and though no- 
ting could beat me off from this, yet this 
= Queſtion did io offend and diſcaurage:\me, 
1 . I was, eſpecially at ſome: Times, \as- if 
© thevery Strength of my alſo had been 
taken away by the Force and Power _ 
This Scripture did alſo ſeem to me to tramplt 
upon all my — — is neither in them 
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| Ak ere 1, went,/ wich Faintneſs in m 

But one Day, after 1 had been 

1 many Wert oppr 25 and caſt down re 
F with, as l was now quite giving up the Ghoſt 

of all my Hopes of ever attaining Liſe, that ence 


Sentence fell with Weight upon my Spirit, WF trou 
Leo at the Generations of «ld, and ſes, did fider 
= any truſt in God, and were "confounded & Tex 


54. At which I was greatly lightned, and tor: 
| encourared : in my Soul; tor thus at that,very Sub! 
inſtant it was expounded: to me, Begin at the my 
4 E Beginning if Geneſis, and read to the End of | bleſs 
4 &- 7c Revelation, ard fee if you can find that. to, I 
A = ther? was any that ever truſted in tha Lord, | thin 
_ 4 was confounded. So coming home, 13 T1 
_ . went to my Bible, to ſee if 1 could © with 
nd that Saying, not daubting but to find it 7 G 
D for it was ſo freſh, and with ſuch - | you } 
. trength and Comfort on my Spirit, phat I 1 rer 
_ Was as if it talked with me. into 
. Well; 1 looked, but I found it not; Tho 
j only it abode with me: Then I did a firſt I Gra: 
this good Man, and then another, if — Tro 
E knew where it was; but they knew no! | 
Place At this l wondered, that ſuch a Sen- thus 
| with ſuch read 
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| a zence mould ſo ſuddenly, ar 

esmfort and. Strength ſeiſe a 

Wang: Heart, and yet that none cove. | 

I. . but it was in holy Scxip- 
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1 Thus-1. contigued above a Year, and 

an * the. W but 4. 92 
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1% 55 + Chief of Aen. 3 
ing mine Eye into the Apocrypha "% 1 
— it Erclgſiaſticus, Eccleſ. 2. 1 o. D 1 1 
at the firſt, did ſomewhat daunt me; but De. 
cauſe by this. Time 1 had got more. Expos” 4 4 
ence of the Love and Kindneſs of God, it 
troubled me the lets: Eſpecially when 1 con? 4 
fidered, that though it was not in tho 3 
Texts that we call Holy and Canonicat, yet 
tor as much as this Sentence was the Sum and 
Subſtance of many of the Promiſes, it Wag 
my Duty to take the Comfort ol it; and 1 * 
bdleſs Gad for that Word, for it was of God 
do me. Thate Word dath tilt. at Times © 
ſhine before my Face. 

57. After this, that other Doubt dick come 
with Strength upon me, But how if the D 
of Grace ſhould he 27 and gone? 2 
you have ouerſtood the Tire of Mercy? No 
= ! remeinber, that one Day as I was walking. © 

into the Country, 'T was much in the © 

Thoughts of this, "But bow if the Bark 4 
- = Grace be pal? And to aggravate' my 
Trouble, the Tempter preſented do my Mind 
thole good People at Bedfard, and fapweſtell 
thus unfo me, "theſe Nie ton tried . 
ready, "they were all = God Hy ave: in. 
h Parts, and thut! x 00 late; for theſs 
05 e defore 1 c -. 
I in great Bitten, think- 4 
ing in 2 that this might be well ſoß 

e went up and down b A 4 
op f pag , countingimy. k 


. 
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3 2M a aheendin 
With er a Dog, 


Pet The Hoof, like the 
did. not chew the Cud as the Sheep, we 


or if we did not 


Ver ſtill for all that but unclean: For 1 2 


Iz the Hare to be a Type of thoſe that 
Al of the Word, yet walk in Ways of Sin, 
and the Swine like him that parteth with his 
ZoutwatdPollutions, but fill wanteth the 
E-Worg of Faith, without which there could 
be no Way of Salvation, Jet; a Man be never” 
x3 devout,” Deut. 14. 


= - 62. After this, I found by reading ofthe 


Eos e thoſe that muſt 5 glorified ' with* 


1 in another World, mis be called by bim 


called to the partaking of a Share in his 
2 75 Righteouſne ; nd i the Comforts! 
rautts 


_— 


Slory, 2wbith is in Heavy above 


63. Here again I was af very great Stand; . 


bing what to do, fearing 1 was not 


Wealed ; - tor” thought I, it 1 be not called?! 
bat then can do me good? None bim thoſe! 


ty called inherit the King 


bo are 


Vom of Heaven. © But Ok, bow I now (hs 
that ſpake ot a Chin 
the Lord ſaid to one, 7. 


ved thoſe'Words- 

WE Cotling ! As When 
nume, and to another, Camo after rhe -: 
gh Oh, thought I, that be would ſay 
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wine ; yet if we 


4 5 'thafe — Things, whivh: do 
3 ths # the Soul for that Reſt and Hove , 
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64. 1 cannot now expreſs With 
Longings and Breathings in my Soul, 1; 
to Chriſt; to call me. Thus I continugd 2 
2 Time all on a Flame to be converted 3 3% 
— Chrift, and did alſo ſee at thag 

ay, ſuch Glory i in a.converted State, that 
I could not be contented. without a Share 3 | 
therein. Gold! could it have been gotten. 
for Gold, what could: 1. have given ſox itC 
Had 1 had but a whole World, it had all! 
gone Ten Thouſand Times over for this, 
os my Soul might have been in a converted = 
tate. - = 
65. How. lovely now was every one. in IJ 
mine Eyes, 'that I thought to be converted 
Men and Women? They ſhone, they, wal» 
ked like a People that —_ the Broad-ſeal ũ 
of Heaven about them. Oh! L/ the L 
was fallen to them in pleaſant Places, and they... il 
bad a-goodly Heritage, Pal. 16. But that .Y 
p hick made me fick, was that of Chriſt, in ü 
Lark, He went up into a Mountain, and ca- 
ed to bjm whom. be would, 6nd they came unt. 
im, Mork F 9 

66. This Scripture made me faint and fear, 1 
et it kindled Fire in my Soul. That Which -* 
de me ſeas was this, leſt Chriſt, ſhould, ” 
ave no: Liking to me, for be called. whom he. 
vould.  'But Oh ! the Glory that 1 faw. in 4 
hat Condition, did ſtill ſo engage my Heart . 
hat I:could ſeldom. read of any g that; 
hrift did . but . preſently. wg 01 
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veek in- their Clothes, would 1 hat 

+ born Peter, would 1 had been born 

4 i or would 1 had been by, and had heard 

when he called them, how would I have 

2 O Lord, call me ath ! But Oh, | fear. 
be would not call me. 

67. And truly, the Lord let me go thus 

y Months together, and ſhewed me no- 

2 either that x was already, or ſhould be 

, EaNled hereafter. But at laſt, after much Time 

2 and many Groans to God, that I might 

be made Partaker of the holy and heaven 

42 Calling, that Word came in upon me, I will 

4 2 their Blood that I have not cleanjed, for 

* Lord duwelleth in Sion, Joel 3. 21. Theile 

23 Words, 1 thought, were ſent to encourage 

me to wait ſtill upon God, antifignified unto 

me, thar ff | were not already, yet Time 

= might came, might be i in Truth converted 

3 upto -Ehrift. 

3 '68:-About this Time, I began to break 

BE. my Mind to thoſe poor People in Bedford, 

38 1 2 Condition ; which when 

had heard, they told Mr. Gifferd of me, 

12 himſelf alſo took Occafion te talk With 

and was willing to be perfwaded of me, 

FE 1 think. bot from little Grounds ; but 

f te invited me to his Houſe, Where ſhould 

- Hear 28 confer- with others about the Dea 

TIS aged the Soul. — all which 
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Vanity and inward Wretchedneſs of m 
ked Heart; for as yet knew no great dt" 
ter therein, but now it began to be diſcovers” 
ed unto me, and alſo to work at that Ne 4 
it never did before. Now I evidently found; 77 
that Luſts and Corruptions put forth then" 
ſelves within me, in wicked Thoughts 2 
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- & Delires, which I did not regard before. My" ? 
e  Defires alſo for Heaven and Life began t 
e fail. T tound alſo, that whereas before- wy 
t Soul was full of Lowgings after God, now 4 I 
y it began to hanker after every fooliſh Vanis- 1 
1 


ty; yea, my Heart would not be moved - 
mind that that was good, it began to be cares. 
le leſs both of my Soul and Heaven; it would | 
now cominually hang back both to, and in 4 | 
„ and was as a Clog on LY Y 
ne of a Bird to hinder me irom fAying. 
69. Nay, thought I, aj I grow worſe: Y 
and worſe, now am 1 farther from Camus on | 
than-ever I was before; wherefore I b 
to fink greatly in my Soul, and began to m. 
taſn ſuc h Dr/couragement-i in my Heart, at lee, 
me us low-as Hell, If now F ſhould Save © 
burned at a Stake, I could not belftwe W 
_ 3 for 125 Alas ! Lau, nei A 
t ar bim nor fee i, oe foodie 
his. Things: 1 net apt rg with 4 
my Heart would be unclean, the | 
wang devel in the Land. 3 
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the Prom: 12 but they had as good have t 
* = mutt reach the Sun with my Fir- 
„as have bidden me receive or rely upon 
dhe Promiſe, and as ſoon as 1 ſhould have 
eee it; all my Senſe and Feeling was a- 
Dit me, and } ſaw. | had a Heart that 
Would fin, and lay under a Law that weuls 
f condemn. _ | 
7 Theſe Things have often made me - 
I wink of the Child, which the Father — 

to Chriſt, hi while he was yet a coming to 
© hy was thrown down b. the Devil, and alſo 
n rent and torn by him, that be lay and Wal- 

1 | foaming, Luke 9. 42. Mark 9. 20. 
be. IM Further, in theie Days I. ſhould find 
FE . Heart to ſhut it ſelf up againſt the Lord, 
* Fand againſt his holy Word; 1 have found 
mx Unbelicf te ſet, as it were, the Shoulder 
4 is the Door to keep him out, and that ro, 
Wen when 1 have with many a bitter Sigh 
E cried,. Good Lord, break it open : Lord, break 


LE of Braſs „and cut the Bars. of. Iron 


"m0 path : 


„ fal. 107. 16. Let the Word would 

wetime create in my Heart a peaceable 

© Pauſe, 1 girded thet,. A thou bot not 

1 e, Ila. 45. 85. 

+74. But all this while, as: to the A of 

inning, never was more tender than now; 

Ir not take a Pin, or Stick, though. but 

= Wo > asa Straw; for my Cenſciente -now 
A ſore. ea would 3 eve 2 
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1 could not now tell how 0 4 
Words, for Fear 1 ſhould miſplace pak my 2 
how 17 cy Fog then go in all I did or ſaiq 3 J 
| found my felt as on a miry Bug that ook. 
if 1 did but ſtir, and was as there left, both: 
of God and Chriſt, and the Spirits ang ay 
good . 8 «YI 
74. But I obſerve, though 1 was fuck ; at 
great Sinner beſore Converlion, yet God ne- 
ver much charged the Guilt of the Sins of 
my Ignorance upon me; only he ſhewed me, 1 
'T. was loſt if 1 had not Chriſt, becauſe 1 had 
been a Sinner. | ſaw that l wanted a betet 3 
Righteouſneſs to preſent me without F aul | 
before God, and that this Righteouſneſs was 4 
no where to be found but in the Perſon 0 0 4 
Jeſus Chriſt. 155 5 
75. But my original and inward Poll 
on, that, that it was 22 Plague and my 4 A g 
fiction ; that I ſaw dreadful Rate 2 A 
putting forth it — within me, that I had | 
Guilt of to Amazement ; by reaſorat that, 
it was more loathſom in mine own Eyes than 
Was a Toad, and 1 thought | was foin God's 3 
Eyes too. Sin and Corruption, I ſaid, would 
as nalurally bubble out of my Heart, as Wo = 
ter would bubble out of a Fountain.” 1 
thought now that every one had a better — 
than L had; I could have changed Heart wi 1 
any-Body ; I chought none but the Devilhim- 
ſe ' equalize me for inward Wicked 
delt, and N . 9 4 
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— of mine own meh, 
into Deſpair ; tor! concluded, that this Con- 
3 dition that 1 was in, could not ſtand with a 
State of Grace. Sure, 3 am for- 
* ſure I am given up to the 
4 Devil, and to a reprobate N find. Thus 1 
continued a long while, even for ſome Years ther 1 
eee 
76. While 1 8 afflicted with the 
| — of my own Damnation, there were 
tus Things would make me wonder; the 
1 1 one was, when 7 ſaw old People hunting after | 
= L Thingsof this Life, as if they ſhould live 
Here always : The other was, When 1 found 
| Pro 77 much diftreſſed and caft down, when 
\ 7 bey met with outward Loſſes, as of Hucband, 
1 3 Child, &c. Lord, thought I, what 
. is here about ſuch little boom 4 thefe ? 
EW hat ſccking after gyms! Things by ſome, 
| FT what Brief in of tor the Loſs of 
them! it they ſo much labour after, and ſpend 
E 1 tor the Things of this preſent 
| oy am | Ws A mg — 
ed for my Soul is dying, my is 
| Were my Soul butin a good Con- 
* ALition, and were I but ſure of ity ah, ow 
rich ſhould I efteem my ſelf, though bleſt bu 
= with Bread and Water I ſhould count 8 
bat nal Afflictions, and ſhould beat them 
I A Elite Burdens. A wounded Spirit Be 
r, a 
1 E 27. And though 1 vn dus 2 
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Terror of my own Wickedneſs, yet 1 wil : 
afraid to let this Senſe and Sight go quite off 
my Mind; for 1 found, that unleſs Guilt dt 
Conſcience was taken off the right Way, that 
© is, by the Blood of Chriſt, a Man grew ra- 
ther worſe, for the Loſs of his Trouble of 
Mind, than better. Wherefore, if my Guilt 
lay hard upon me, then | ſhouldcry, that the 


* —_ 
ff toſſed, afflicted with the Sight of Senſe and . 


* 4 
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Blood of Chriſt might take it off: And if it 


Sin would be ſometimes as if it would die, 


to fetch it upon my Heart again, by bringing 
the Puniſhment for Sin in ell-fire upon my 
pirit, and ſhould cry, Lord, let-it not go off 


G 
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pf ? Chrifh, and by the Application 0 
horow him to my Soul. 


"thy Merry 


om their Trouble, than Pardon for their 


| 7 A it out of their Mind. Now, ha- 
it off the wrong Way, it was no 
* them, but they grew harder 
Waere 
A me 288 
Gods 


was going off without it, (for the Senie of - 3 
and go quite away) then I would alſo 1 I 


y Heart, but the right Way, but by the Blond 1 4 | 


Bar that Scriptur ve 
pon gf 


\f ouch upon me, i M 
d ere is no Remiſſion, M 22. And chat "I 
which made me the mare afraid of this, was, 
ecauſe I had ſeen for ps tho! when they 1 
ere under Wounds Conſcience, 1 
y and pray, yet ſeeking rather preſent Eaſe 


in, cated net how they Joſt their Guilt, ſo 
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498. And now. was 1 ſorry that God had || sf. 
3 made me a Man, as,unconverted, the moſt 8: 
\ 3 en of all the Creatures: Thus being af: pre: 
= - Bicted and toſſed about my ſad Condition, 1TH tion 
counted my ſelf alone, and above the moſt Wor 
i of Men unbleſt. 15 Ch 
" 12 Vea, 1 thought it impoſſible that ever Deſa 
i houldatuin to ſo much Goodneſs of Heart, 4 
= as to thank God that. he had made mea Man. and t 
Man indeed is the moſt noble, by Creation, % 
1 of all the Creatures in the viſible World; but - 82. 
1 Sin he had made himielf the moſt i noble. | Wor, 
Phe Beaſts, Birds, Fiſhes, Sc. I bleſſed their wel! : 
= Selen, for they had not a ſinful Nature, ¶ in my 
. hey were not obnoxious. to the Wrath of / 
= . they were not to go to Hell-fire after I ſoone: 


. licould therefore have rejoyced, had Word 
. Condition be gp of them. fr: ny 
"$0; In this Cl went a great while, togeth 

” kitwhen 1 ime Was come, I heard Iind, 
ne preach a 9 theſe Words in the pegan 

$5 { Song 4 thou art fair, m pet wee 


ebe \ Is 2 fair ; but at that Lime 
be pci theſe two Words my Love, his chief 


and ſubject Matter. From Which?” after ber :44 
had a little opened the Text, he obſerved” 5h 

3 N reel Conclufions, 1. That the Church, 83. 
Javed Soul js Chri 5 Lowe, Ae votz, 


e . Oi, Love wit 1 
- | g when Em Sth „ 


CL: 2 "the 222 7 r 


Chris Love, when under Temptation. 
der Deſertion, 5. Chriſt's Love from tuft 
| la * I A 39 
+5 But 1 got nothing by wha! he laid at 
preſent, only when he came o the A pplica- 
tion of the fourth Particular, this was the 
Word he laid, I/ it be ſo, that the ſaved Soul 
is Chriſt's Love, when under T. empration and 
rDeſartion; then poor tempted Soul, when thou 
„art aſſaulted and affified with Temptations,* 
and the hiding of God's Lace, ye think on theſe 
„ % Words, MY LOVE, jill. - 
t - 82. Soas I was going home, theſe two A 
., Words Came again into my Thoughts, and L 1 
ir well remember as they came in, I id thus 
„ in my Heart, har ſhall I get by thinking on 
of the/e two Words? This Thought had nao 
er | ſooner paſſed through my Heart, but theſe 
ad Words began thus to ) kindle in my Spirit, T hou 4 
cart my Love, thou art my Dove, twenty Times ⁶ 
le, together; and ſtill as they ran thus in my 2 
rd Mind, they waxed ſtronger and warmer, and 
he pegan to make me look up; but being as yet 
my Petween Hope and Fear, I fii!l replied in my- 
meBHeart, But is it true? hut is it true? At | 
ety hich that Sentence tell in upon me, He uit 


— * 
— 2 
8 « 


beer that it was true, which was done unto him 
vel thednge!, Acts 12. 9. 

ch, 835 ben I began to give Place to t 
ten otd which , With Power, did over an 
: | 


Ne this joyful Sound within my Soul 
[hog 15 my Es thou art my Love, aud na, 
; | k {bag | Things * 
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mould be forgiven me; yea, I was now 10 
taken with the Love and Mercy of God, that 
3 1 remember, I could not tell how to dontain 5 
3 till I got home; I thought I could have ſpo- 
ken of his Love, and have told ef his Mercy, 
2 4 to me, even to the very Crows that ſat upon 
the plow'd Lands before me, had they been 
capable to have underſtood me; wherefore I 
- ſaidin my Soul with much Gladneſs, Vell, 1 
zwould I had a Pen and Ink here, 1 would write 
this down before I go any further, for ſurely 1 
ill not forget this Forty Years hence. But; 


= 8. | 
A Now was m Ents 
3 Hope, and how I — 4 that my fins|. | 
7 


I þ alas! within leſs than F on, fo ays I began to 


| queſtion all again, and by Times, fell to my 
did Courſes again, which made me begin to 
gqaueſtion all ſtill. | 
g 84. Vet ſtill at Times, I was helped to be- 
lieve that it was a true Maniteſtation of Grace 
unto my Soul, though I had loſt much o 
the Life and Savour of it. Now, about: 
Week or Fortnight after this, I was much 
followed by this Scripture, Simon, Simon 
- Sebold, Satan hath defired to bave gougLoll 
. 22.31, and ſometimes.it would ſqung g ou 
D within me, yea, and (as it wegs 
ſtrongly after me, that once 4) 
' reſt, I turned my Head over mj S 
* your, ne ſome Man Ba 


——_; y . 


13 


* 10 ths ef 7 N * : — 
alled me, being at a great Di me- "A 1 
thai t he called ſo loud, it calne,. as I have 
+ Thought fince, to have Rirred me up to 4 
IJ: Prayer and to Watchfulneſs. It came to ac-" 
O01 quaint me that a Cloud and Storm was com- 
ing dawn upon me, but I underſtood it not- 
ny Aſſog g Tremember, that Time as it called 
to me ſo loud, it was the laſt Time it ſound= © 7 
ed in mine Ears; but me-thinks, I hear ſtill 
Nn't with what a loud Voice theſe Words, Simon, 
en Simon, ſounded in mine Ears. I thought ve- 
el] rily, as I have told you, that ſome Body had 
„II called after me that was Half a Mile behind 
11 me; and altho that was not my Name, yet 
it made me ſuddenly look behind me, belie-- 
But ving, that he that calſed ſo loud meant me. = 
* to 86. But ſo fooliſh was I, and ignorant, 
my that I knew not the Reaſon of this Sound. 
to (which, as I did both fee and feel foon after, W 
vas ſent from Heaven, as an Alarm do awa- 4 
 be- ken me to provide for what was coming) 
race only it would make me muſe and wonder in 
my Mind, to think what ſhould be the Rea- 
ſon that this Scripture, and that at this Rate, 
lo often and ſo loud, ſhould till be ſounds. 
ng and ratling in mine Ears. But, as 1 ſaid 
. ore, I ſoon alter perceived che End of God 
Teik ID 
Fer, -Soutahe Space of a Month af | 
oy. Avery great Storm came down upon me, - 5 
iiled me twenty Times worſe hann 
eee wich before: It came ſealing - 
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; me with this: How can you tell, but that th 


2 tzde Sentences of bleſſed Paul agaig t e 
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upon me, gow by one Piece, then ano- Ar 
ther. Fi, All my Comfort was taken from} me 
me, then Darkneſs ſeized upon me; after of 
Which, whole Floods of Blafphemies, both fell 
againſt God, Chriſt, and the Scriptures, Was ans 
poured upon my Spirit, to my great Confuti-j dec: 
on and Aftoniſhment. Thele blaſphemou Pa; 
Thoughts were ſuch, as ſtirred up Queſtions i Ir 
in me againſt the very Being of God, andj 9 
of his only beloved Son; as, Whether there wh 
tere in Truth a God or Chriſt? And, Whe-Y ultc 
tber the holy Scriptures were not rather à Fable uct 
and cunning Story, than the holy and pureſ ver- 
Mord of God? _ ber, 
88. The Tempter alſo would much aſſauli _ 
Efron 
Turks had as good Scriptures to prove thein 
Mahomet the Saviour, as we have to prov 
eur Jeſus is? And could I think, that ſo man 
Tex Thouſands, in ſo many Countries and King. 
doms, fhould be without the Knowledge of til 
- right Way to Heaven, ( if there were indeed] 
Heaven ] and that we oxly, whs live in a Cir 
ner 4 the Earth, ſhould alone be bleſi ther! 
with? Every one doth think his own Religi 
rigbteſt, bath Jews, and Moors, and Pagans 
and how if all our Faith, and Chriſt, and cri 
tures, ſhould be but a Think /o tos ; 
8g. Sometimes I have endeavoured tg 
againſt theſe Suggeſtions, and to ſet g 


I quickly felt, when 1 hM 
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lows REF | 
and] 90. Theſe Suggeſtions (with many other, 
here which at this Time I may not, nor dare nt 
Phe utter, neither by Word nor Pen) did make 
ezbleg uch a ſeizure upon my Spirit, and did ſo o. 
pure ver-weigh my Heart, both with their Num- 
ber, Continuance, and fiery Force, that 1 
Taulf felt, as if there were nothing elſe but thele - 
2t thfrcm Morning to Night within me, and aa 


tbeingthough indeed there could be Room for no— 2 


provitbing elfe; and alſo concluded, that God had 
man in very Wrath io my Soul, given me up to ü 
Kingthem, to be carried away with them, as with 7 
FF tha mighty Whirl-wind. © I 
gerd 91. Only by the Diſtaſte that they gave 
a Corfgunto my Spirit, I felt there was ſomething in 
theril me that refuſed to embrace them :- But this SY 
eligu Conſideration I then only bad, When Gd 
ganfgave me Leave to ſwallow my Spittle. oHer- 
cri wiſe the Noiſe, and Strength, and Forces tt 
ele Temptations would drown and overe . | 
oarr8!99; and (as it were) bury all ſuch Thoughts, 


pr the Remembrance of any ſuch Thing. 
hile A was in this Temptation, 1 ſhould 
ndoften my Mind ſuddenly put upon it, to al 
„ cunt 
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$6 | Grace abounding + 
= ee and ſwear, or to a ſpeak ſome grievous ther 
of God, or Chriſt his Son, and of the Hol 
+, INE re 

Now I thought, /urely I am paſſeſed f it1 


E of the Devil; at other Times again, I I quie 
thought, I ſhould be bereft of my Wits : For 8 
in ſtead of lauding and magnifying of God JI com 
= the Lord with others, if I have but heard him I ha 
ſpoken of, preſently ſome moſt horrible blaſ- ken 
= phemous Thought or other would bolt out in 1 
ot my Heart againſt him. So that whether I A upo; 
did think that God was, er again, did think my 
4 E there were no ſuch Thing, no Love, nor F fron 
=_ Fat nor gracious Ciſpoſition could I feel I had 
_ 93.- Theſe Things did fink me into very | hole 
deep Deſpair; for I concluded, that ſuch {| ing. 
Things could net poſſibly be found againſt 9: 
them that loved God, I often, when theſe | of it 
= Temptations have been with Force upon me, I ſtate 
did campare my ſelf in the Caſe of ſuch a ] bette 
Child, whom ſome Gipſie hath by Force took ſuch 
up in her Arms, and is carrying from Friend £ Wou 
=_ and Country; kick tometimes 1 did, and or H 
allo ſuriek and cry; but yet I was as bound 7 iſh 1 
in the Wings of the Temptation, and the Sin, 
Wind would carry me away. I thought al- 1 fa) 
=_— Aſo of Saul, and of the evil Spirit that did poſ- ces u 
ſeſs him, and did greatly fear that my Condi- 
tion was the ſame with that of his, 1 Sam. 
# 


16. I 4. | T 1 ; 
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; | thers talk ot what was the Sin againſt tha 
> | Holy Ghoſt, then ods te Tempter 5 
provoke me to deſire to that Sin, that I was as 
it I could not, muſt not, neither ſhould be - 
quiet until I had committed that. Now we. ; 
Sin would ſerve but that. If it were to be 
committed by ſpeaking of fuch a Word, then 
I have been as if my Mouth would have ſpo- 
ken that Word whether I would or no. And 
in ſo ſtrong a Meaſure was this Temptation 
upon me, that often I have been ready to clap. . ü 
my Hand under my Chin, to hold my Mouth ; 
r {| from opening; and to that End, alſo I have 
el had Thoughts at other Times to leap with. ij 
my Head downward into ſome Muck-hill- 
ry | hole or other, to koep my Mouth from ſpeak- 
ch k ing. | 
iſt 95. Now rin; I beheld the Condition 
ſe of the Dog and Toad, and counted the j— 
ie, ¶ ſtate of every Thing that God had made far 
a; better than this dreadful State of mine, and 
ok ſuch as my Companions was: Yea, gladly 
nd would I have been in the Condition of Dog 
nd or Horſe, tor I know they had no Soul to pe- 
nd riſh under the everlaſting Weight of Hell for 
the Sin, as mine was like to do.” Nay, and tho! 
al-II ſaw this, felt this, and was broken to Pie- 
of- Jes with it, yet that which added to my Sor- 
di- 10w was, that I could not find, that with all 
an my Soul 1 did deſire Deliveranceg That 
R cripture alſo did tear and rend my Soul. in the 4 
— theſe Diſtractions, The. Wicked-are, * 4 
| 7 Yo. _ hte 
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ie the troubled Sea, which cannot reſt, whoſe 
Vaters caft up Mire and Dirt. 
Peace to the Wicked, faith my Cod, Ifa. 57. 


—— I E Sb | 
There is no 


20, 21, 
96. And now, my Heart was at Times 


exceeding hard; if I would have given a 


Thouſand Pound for a Tear, I could not 


ed one, no, nor ſometimes ſcarce defire to 


3 


= 


med one. 
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I was much dejected to think that 
this would be my Lot: I ſaw ſome could 
= mourn and Jament their Sins, and others a- 
gain, could rejoyce and bleſs God for Chriſt; 

and others again, could quiet talk of, and 


This much ſunk me, 1 thought my Conditi- 
on was alone; I ſhould theretore much be- 


& wail my hard Hap,” but get out of, or get rid 


* thele Things, I could not. 
97. While this Temptation lated, which 
"was about a Y car, I could attend upon none 


2 of the Ordinances of God, but with fore and 


at Affliction ; yea, then was I mott dis 
Rreſied with Blaſphemies: if I have been 
hearing the Word, then Uncleanneſs, Blaſ- 
© phemies, and Deſpair, would hold mea Cap- 
tive there; if I have been reading, then ſome- 


I times I had ſudden Thoughts 10 queſtion all 


I read ; ſonietimes again, my Mind would 
be ſo — 2 {natched 2 and poſſeſſed 
with other Things, that 


ſoon, r * nor. remembred 10 
hs much 
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3 with Gladneſs remember the Word of God, Y 
3 while I was only in the Storm and Tempeſt. 


I have neither 


$ up 
he ] 
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2 the Chief os Sonnets” "OM 


98. In Paper alſo, I have been greatly | 


— 
— 


Clothes; he would be alſo continually at me 
in the Time of Prayer, to have done, break 
off, make haſte. you have prayed enough, and 
ſtay no Jonger ; H ftill drawing my Mind a- 
way. Sometimes alſo he would caſt in fuch 


to him, or for him. I have thought ſome- 


{times of that, Fall down, or, if thou ile 


all down, and worſhip me, Matth. 4.9. 

99. Allo when. becauſe I have had wan- 
dring Thoughts in the Time of this Duty, L 
have laboured to compoſe my Mind, and fix 


it upon God; then, with great Force, hath 
hte Tempter laboured to diſtract me, and 


onfound me, and to turn away my Mind, 

by preſenting to my Heart and Fancy, the 
orm of a Buſh, a Bull, a Beſom, or 'the 
ike, as if I ſhould pray to "thoſe, to theſe alſo 


othing elſe, or pray to nothing elſe but to 
heſe, or ſuch as they. 


Jod, and the Reality of the Truth of his 
r0ſpel ; but Oh! bow would my Heart at 


tbl 


Fu 
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—— 
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wicked Thoughts as theſe, that I muſt pray 


100. Yet at Times, I ſhould have ſome- 
rong, and Heart- affecting Apprehenſions ak 


ch Times put forth it ſelf wa r 


— 


de would at ſometimes ( eſpecially )ſo hold 
y Mind, that I was as if I could think f 


49 "YU 
much as the Sentence that but now 1 have FI 
read. 


| troubled at this Time: Sometimes I have 
thought, I have felt him behind me pull my 
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_ 5 Grace abounding 
E fible Groanings! My whole Soul was then in in 
every Word, I ſhould cry with Pangs alter I nc 
_ God, that be would be merciful unto me; but . th 
= then I ſhall be daunted again with ſuch Con- me 
WW - ceit as theſe, I ſhould think, that God did | all 
= - mock at thele my Prayers, ſaying, and that Ey 
in the Audience of the holy Angels, This poor 
ſimple Wretch doth hanker after me, as if I had | me 
"nothing to do with my Mercy, but to beſlow it | tha 
_— @ /uch as he. Alas, poor Soul, how art thou] Pre 
__ deceived ! it is not for ſuch as thee to have Fa- | did 
dur with the Higheſt, „ wit 
201. Then hach the Tempter come upon Da 
we alſo, with ſuch Diſcouragements as theſe; | bad 
_ 7 are very hot for Merty, but L will cool you : | wa 
tm ame /hall not laſt always; many have | Dec 
Ven as bot as you for a Sport, but I have 
- quenched their Zeal.” (and with this, ſuch and} 8. 
who were fallen off, would be-ſet before not 
mine Eyes) then I ſhould be afraid that 1 ven. 
=_— ſhould do ſo too: But, thought I, I amglad} 1 
us comes into my Mind; well, I will watch, | Ter 
and take what Heed I can. Though you de, ftior 
ſaid. Satan, I Hall be tus hard for you, I will 
cool you inſenſibly, by degrees, by little end little; 
2vbat-care 1, faith hey though 1 be ſeven Years in 
chilling your heart, I can do it at laſt; con- 
tinual Rocking will lull a crying Child aſleep : 
vill ply it cloſe, but I will baue my End accom 
Nied: Though you be burning hot at preſent, 
. wt if 1 can pull you from this Fire, I ſhall hav 
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more unfit; for Time would make me forget 


fwaded, that neither Height, nor Depth, noe— 


> the Love of God which is in Chrift Jeſus. 


ven. 


. * 
* 4 2 — 4 * — ;o , * 4 I * N 3 ug 
N „ 18 - 0 1 I; * 

— 2 - « = — . 
1 "IS 


to the Chief 9 Sinners. 5* J 


into great Straits; for, as I at preſent could * 
not find my ſelt fit for preſent Death, ſo 1 
thought, to live long would make me yet 


all, and wear even the Remembrance of the 
Evil of Sin, the Worth of Heaven, and the 
Need I had of the Blood of Chriſt to waſh 4 
me, both out of Mind and Thought: But I 7 

thank Chriſt Jeſus, theſe Things did not at 3 
pre ſent make me flack my crying, but ratlfer 
did put me more upon it, ( like her who met. | 
with the Adulterer , Deut. 22. 26.) In which 
Days that was a good Word to me, after I - 
had ſuffered theſe Things a while; I am per- 


Death, nor Life, &c. ſhall ſepar ate us Trae 23 
om. 

8. 38. And now I hoped, long Life ſhould 

not deſtroy me, nor make me miſs ot Hes- 


102. Yet | had ſome Supports in this 
Temptation, though they were then all que- 
ſtioned by me; that in the 3d of Feremab, 
at the firſt, was ſomething to me; and ſo was 
the Conſideration of the 5th Verſe of that 
Chapter, that though we have ſpoken and- 
done evil Things as we Could, yet We ſhould 
cry unto God, My Father, Thou art the 
Bm my Nn and. — return =; 

im. I. | 

1086.1 had alſo, 7 | 
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Crace obounding . 

% be Sin por us, wha Fnew no Sin, that we 
mig bt be made the Righteouſneſs of God in him. 
© Iremember, that one Day, as 1 was fitting 
ina Neighbour's Houſe, and there very ſad 
at the Conſideration of my many Blaſphe= 
mies; and. as | was ſaying in my Mind, 
Wat Ground have | to think, that l, who 
Mave been fo vile and abominable, ſhould ever 
inherit eternal Life? that Word came fud- 
denly upon me, What ſhall we ſay to theſe 
Tings? if God be for us, who can be a- 
ais? Rom. 8. 31. That alſo was an 
Help unto me, Becau/e I live, you Hall live 1 / 
ch, John 14. 19. But theſe were but Hints, It. 
== Touches, and ſhort Viſits, though very ſweet 7 


| 


when preſent. only they laſted not; but ike | 4. 
10 Peter's Sheet, of @ ſudden were caugbt up | LT 
Jom me ta Heaven again. Acts 10. 16, I 

10ð0g. But afterwards the Lord did more ful- ot 
Ivy and graciouſly diſcover himſelf unto me, tk 
and indeed did quite not only deliver me from as 


the Guilt that by thoſe Things werelaid upon Ww 
my Conſcience, but alſo from the very Filth 
thereof ; for the Temptation was removed, 1 NM 


and ls put into my right Mind again, as ir 
pther Qhriſtiars were. 1 St 
105, I remember, that one Day as I tra- fir 


velling into Country; and muling on the th. 
3 Wickednelg and Blaſphemy of my Heart, We 


and conſidering of the.Enmity that was in tot 
me to God, that Seriptgte came in my Mind, th 
ũIf Peace Babe Blood of bis Croſs, ff io 
F ou  --« Col. . 
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„ 09-18 Chief of Staniri.-. 2 33 

Col. 1. 20. By which I was made to fee, wi 
both again and again that Day, that Ged. 
and my Soul were Friends by his Blood; yea, 
I ſaw, that the Juſtice of God, and my fin- A 
ful Soul, could embrace and kiſs each other 
through this Blood: This was 4. good Day 4 
to me, I hope I ſhall not forget it. 

106. At another Time, as 1 was ſet by the 
Fire in my Houſe, and muſing on my wretch- 
ed neſs, the Lord made that alſo a precious 
Word unto me, For as much then as the Chile 
dren are Partakers of Fleſh and Blood, he al- 
ſo himfelf ikewife tock part of the ſame, that 
h through Death he might deſtroy him that had 
t the Power of Death, that is, the Devil; 
te and deliver thoſe who through the Fear of, ? 
i | Death were all their Life ſubject to Bondage, 

Heb. 2. 14, 15. I thought, that the Glory 


1- of thoſe Words was then ſo weighty on me, 
e, that 1 was both once and twice ready to ſwoon - 
m as | ſat, yet not with Griet and Trouble, but 
on with ſolid Joy and Peace. Ton | 
ih 107, At this Time alſo, 1 ſat under the 
d, 1 Miniſtry of holy Mr. Gifford, whoſe Doe- 
48 trine, by God's Grace, was much for my 
Stability. This Man made it much his Bu- 
ra- ſineſs to deliver the People of Godirom all 
the thoſe falſe and unſound Refts that bl Nature 
et, we are prone to take ſpecial heed, that we 
in took not up any Truth upon Truſt, as from 
nd, "this or that, or any other Man or Men, but 
os, cry mightily to God, that he would con- 
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„„ Grate abounding 


vince us of the Reality thereof, and ſet us 
own therejn by his own Spirit in the holy 
Word: For, ſaid he, if you do otherwiſe, 
weben Temptations come, if firongly, you not 
E baving received them with Evidence from Hea- 
ven, will find you want that Help and Strength 
_ nw to reſiſt, as once you thought you had. 
108. I his was as ſeaſonable to my Soul, 
= as the former and latter Rain in their Seaſon | 
for | had found, and that by ſad Experience, 
== the I ruth of theſe his Words. (For I had 1 
elt, 20 Man can /ay, eſpecially when tempt- t 
of the Devil, 7e/us Chrift is Lord, but by 0 
f 
ſ 


e Hey Gh:/!,) Wherefore | found my Soul, 
through Grace, very apt to drink in this 
Doctrine, and to incline to pray to God, that ] 
in nothing that pertained to God's Glory, t 
| 


and my own eternal Happineſs, he would | 
-tuffer me to be without the Confirmation v 
thereof from Heaven; for now | faw clearly, ®. 1 
© there was an exceeding Difference betwixt 1 95 
the Notion of Fleſh and Blood, and the Re- Þ| &{ 
Evelation of God in Heaven. Alſo, a great { 
© Difference between that Faith that is feigned, (/ 
and according to Man's Wiſdom, and of 


that which comes by a Man, being born T 

* thereto of God, Marth. 16. 15. 1 Jh br 
'F, bs. Pp. E 5 c — E 

== 109. But Oh! now, how was my Soul | G 

We led from Truth to Truth by God! even gg 
dom the Birth and Cradle of the Son of God, dr. 
JJV 
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ES the Chief of Sinners, 55% 
to his Aſcenſion, and ſecond Coming from 
Heaven to judge the World. — 

110. Truly | then found upon this Ac« ; 
count, the great God was very good untio 
me; for, to my Remembrance, there was 
not any Thing that then | cried to God to. 
make known and reveal unto me, but he 
was pleaſed to do it for me; | mean, not one 

Part of the Goſpel of the Lord Jeſus, but! 

was orderly led into it. Me- thought, 1 ſaw - 
with great Evidence, from the Relation ok 

the Four Evangeliſts, the wenderful Work 

of God, in giving Jefus Chriſt to ſave us, 
from his Conception and Birth, even to his 
ſecond Coming to Judgment. Me- thought; 0 

| was as if | had ſeen him born, as if l had feen 

him grow up, as if 1 had ſeen him walk thro”. 

this World, from the Cradle to the Crofs, to 

| which alſo "when he came, | ſaw how gent⸗ 

: ly he gave himſelf to be hanged and nailed: : 

Ion it for-my Sins, and wicked Doings. Al- 

I ſo, as I was muſing on this his Progreſs, 1 

. that dropped on my Spirit, - He was ordained 

„ pit Sloughter, «Tet. . 22, . |; 

f 111. When I have confidered alſo the 

1 

1 


Truth of his Reſurreftion, and have remem- 
bred that Word, Touch me not Mary, c. 
I have ſeen, as if he. had leaped out at the 
_ Grave's Mouth, fon Joy that he was riſen a- 

gain, and had. at the Conqueſt over our 
dreadful Foes, John 20. 17. I have alſo in 


tbe rr Be 4 him a 9 on the right 
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to judge the World with Glory, and have 


_  .- Cract anhdng - 


and of God the F ather for me, and have 


ſeen the Manner of his coming from Heaven 


| | been confirmed in theſe Things, by theſe 
Scriptures following, 27s 1, 9, 10. and7. 


867 and 10. 42. Heb. 7. 24. and 8. 35. 
Kev. "BY 18. 1 Theſſ. 4. 175 18. Once 1 


| E Was troubled. to know, whether the Lord 


4 
ug 


Jeſus was Man as well as God, and God as 


EE wellas Man; and truly in thoſe Days, let. 


Men ſay what they would, unleſs I had it 
with Evidence from Heaven, all was no- 


ting to me, I counted not my {elf ſet 
n in any Truth of God. Well, I was 


3 a 


much troubled about this Point, and could 
not tell how to be reſolved : At laſt, that in 


W | the 5th of the Revelation came into my Mind, 
BE And 1 beheld, and lo, in the Midſi of the 
FE Throne, and of the Four Beaſts, and in the 


Aid of the Elders, flood a Lamb. In the 


Midſt of the Throne, there is his God- 
bead; in the Midft of the Elders, there is 
bis Man- hood: But O! me- thought this did 
eliſter, it was a goodly 
nme fweet Satisfaction. 
tore alſo did help me much in this, To ws 4 
EF Child is born, to us a Son is given, and the 
Government ſhall be upon his Shoulder, and 
is Name ſhall be called, Wonderful Counſel- 


Touch, and gave 
That other Scrip- 


r, the mighty Gad, the evorlaſting Father, 


% 
4 _ 


be Prince of Peace, &c. Iſa. 9, 65. | 
112. Allo, beſides theſe Teachings of God 
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me, the Blood of Chriſt did take it off ae 
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Things to confirm me in theſe Things; the 
one was the Errors of the Quakers, and the 


other was the Guilt of Sin; for as the Q- 


ers did oppoſe his Truth, ſo Ged did the 
more confirm me in it, by leading me inte 


the Scriptures that did wonderſully maintain 


it. And, as! ſaid, the Guilt of Sin did help 
me much; for till as that would come upon 


gain, and again, and again, and that too, 
iweetly according to the-- Scriptures. O 


Friends, cry to God to reveal Jeſus Chriſt - 
unto you. there is none teacketh like bim. 3 
113. It would be too long here to ſtay, * 5 


to tell you in particular, how God did ſet 
me down in all the Things of Chriſt, and 
how he did, that he might ſo do, lead me 


into his Words; yea, and allo how he did 


open them unto me, and make them ſhine 
before me, and cauſe them to dwell with 
me, talk with me, and comfort me over 
and over, both of his own Being, and the 
Being of his Son, and Spirit, and Word,' 
and Goſpel. St 
114. Only this, as I. ſaid before, I will 
ſay unto you again, That in general, he 


as pleaſed to take this Courſe with me; 
irft, to ſuffer me to be afflicted with Temp- 


ation concerning them, and then reveal 


hem to me; as ſometimes I ſhould ly un- 
er great-Guilt for Sin, even cruſhed to the 
r Ground 
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to the Chief of Sinner. 37 
in his Word, the Lord made ule of two » 
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58 Grace aboundins _ 


Ground therewith, and then the Lord would 
= ſhew me the Death of Chriſt; yea, and ſo 
& ſprinkling my Conſcience with his Blood, 
= that I ſhould find, and that before I was 
aware, that in that Conſcience, where but 
E juſt now did reign and rage the Law, even 
E there would reſt and abide the Peace and Love 
© thorow Chriſt, © | | 
. 115. Now, had I an' Evidence for Hea- 
ven, with many golden Seals thereon. all 
banging in my Sight ; now could 1 remem- 
ber this Manifeſtation, and the other Difſco- 
very of Grace with Comfort, and ſhould 
often long and defire that the laſt Day were 
come, that I might be for ever inflamed with _ 
the Sight, and Joy, and Communion of 
him, whoſe Head was crowned with T horns, 
. Whoſe Face was {pit on, and Body broken, 
and Soul made an Offering for my Sins: For 
whereas before l lay continually trembling at 
the Mouth of Hell, now me-thought, 1 was 
got 1o far therefrom, that 1 could not, when 
1 looked back, ſcarce diſcern it: And O! 
thought l, that l were Fourſcore Years old 
now. that! might die quickly, that my Soul 
might be gone to Reſt. EE 
116. But before | had got thus far out of 
& theſe my Temptations, | did greatly long to 
ſee ſome antient godly Man's Experience, 
= who had writ ſome Hundred of Years before | 
was — for, tor thoſe who had writ in 
ſour Days, | thought ( but! defire hem vom 


* * * 


rr a Wh „ * 
— 4 " f 8 * 


1 4 


_ 


* - * + a * 
1 Fs 10 3 
42 n 34 : 43 3 1 
\ n N + F A = 1 28 . E- 2 
% 


* * 


| .- > -  —_— 
to the Chief of Sinners. 59 
to pardon me) that they had writ only that 
which others felt, or elſe had, thro* the 
Strength of their. Wits and Parts, ſtudied to Ml 
anſwer ſuch Objection? as they perceived o- 
thers were perplexed with, without going 
down themſelves into the Deep. Well, at- M 
ter many Longings in my Mind, the God Mi 
in whoſe Hand are all our Days, did caſt in- 
to my Hand (one Day) a Book of Martin 
Luther, his Comment on the Galatians, to Mi 
old, that it was ready to fall Piece from Pieoe, 
it I did but turn it over. Now 1 was pleaſed 
much, that ſuch an old Book had fallen into I 
my Hand; the which, when | had but a litile 
ay peruſed, 1 found my Conditio nin his - 
Experience, ſo largely and protoundly hands 
led, as if his Book had been written out of 
my Heart. This made me mar vel; for thus, 
thought I, this Man could not know any + 
Thing of the State of Chriſtians now, but, 
muſt needs write and ſpeak the Experience of 
former Days. Beſides, he doth molt grave- 
ly allo” in that Book debate of the Rile of 
theſe Temptations, namely Blaſphemy, Des © © 
ſperation, and the like, ſhewing, that the 
Law of Moſes, as well as the Devil, Death, 
and Hell, hath a very great Hand therein; 
the which ar firſt was very ſtrange to me, but 
by conſidering and watching, I found it ſo 
indeg , But of particulars here, I intend no- 
thing only this me-thinks,, I muſt let fall be? 
fore A Men, I do prefer this Book of Mr. 
e . Luther lt 
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Luther upon the Galatians, ( excepting the 
i Holy Bible ) before all the Books that ever 
1 have ſeen, as moſt fit for a wounded Con- 
Pience. 

> 117. And now I fourid, as I thought, that 


il 
_ ; 
= 1 loved Chriſt dearly. O, me- thought, my 


Fite; and now, as Jeb ſaid, 1 thought! 
"ſhould dic in my beſt : But! did quickly find, 


F 1, who had, as | thought, ſuch burning Love 


| to Jeſus Chrift, could let him go again for a 


> Trifle. God can tell how .to abaſe us; and 
Love was tried to purpoie. 


| "Her thus graciouſly delivered me trom this 
We great and fore Temptation, and had ſet me 
down ſo ſweetly in the Faith of his holy Go- 
= ſpe}; and had given me ſuch ſtrong Conſola- 
tion and bleſſed Evidence from Heaveny 
touching my Intereſt in his Love through 
WW. Chriſt ; the Tempter came upon me again 
and that with a more grievous and dreadful 

Temptation than before. 

119. And that was, To /ell and part with 
= this moſt bleſſed Chriſt, to exchange him for the 
| 3 Ding, of this Life, for any Thing. The 
- emptation lay upon me for the ſpace of A 
Re” and did follow me o continuall yg 
* nat 10 2 it one . in a a MI * 
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Soul cleaved upio him, my Affections cleave 
4 unto him. | felt love Love to him as hot aa 


1 E that my great Love was but little, and that | 


can hide Pride from Man. Quickly after this, 


5 ts. For, after the Lord had in this Man- ; 
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120. And mough, in my Judgment, I 


was perſwaded, that thoſe who were once 
effectually in Chriſt, (as I hoped, through 

his Grace. I had ſeen my ſelf ) could never 
loſe him for ever, ( for the Land ſball not 6 
ſold for ever, for the Land is mine, faith God, 
Lev. 25. 23.) yet it was a continual Vexa- 
tion to me, to think that 1 ſhould have ſo 4 
much as one ſuch Thought within me againſt | 
a Chriſt, a Jeſus, that had done for me as he 


had done. 


121. But it was neither my -Diſlike of the ] 
Thought, nor yet any Deſire and Endea- 


vour to reſiſt it, that in the leaſt did ſhake or 
abate the Continuation, or Force and 


Strength thereof; for it did always in al- 4 


moſt whatever I thought, inter mix it-ſelf 
therewith, in ſuch ſort that I could neither 


eat my Food, ſtoop tor a Pin, chop a Stick, 
or caſt mine Eye to look on this or that, but 
ſtill the Temptation would come, Sell Chrift 3 
this, or fell Chrift for that; ſell bim, ſell 
Him, ſell him. | 4 


122. Sometimes it would run in m 


Thoughts not ſo little as an Hundred Times 
together, Sell him, ſell bim, ſell him. Againſt 
which, I may ſay, for whole Hours toge- 
ther, l have been forced to ſtand as continua 
ly leaning and forcing my Spirit againſt it? 
1c 


leſt happily before I were aware, ſome w 
FW, 133 . , WT BETS oi, 
AY 8 
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to the Chief of Sinners, © 6x 
not ſometimes one Hour in many Days to- 
gether, unleſs I was aſleep, 
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ts gainſay and reſiſt this 
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ked Thought might ariſe in my Heart that 


might conſent thereto; and ſometimes alſo 


— 


the Tempter would make me believe I had 


conſented to it, then ſhould I be as tortus 


red upon a Rack for whole Days together. 
123. This Temptation did put me to ſuch 


Scares, leſt! ſhould at ſometimes, I ſay, con- 


ſent thereto, and be overcome therewith, that 
by the very Force of my Mind in labouring 
ickedneſs, my Ye- 
ry Body would be put into Action or Moti- 


EE + on, by way ot Puſhing or Thrufting ; ſtill 
EF anſwering as faſt as the Deſtroyer ſaid. Sell 


him, I will not, I will not, no, not for Thou 


' Tands, Thouſands of Worlds. Thus reckoning, 
EE left 1 ſhonld, in the Midſt of theſe Aſſaults, 
ſet too low a Value of him, even until I 
ſcaree well knew where I was, or how to be 


+. compoſed again, 


T9 . 


let me make an ag 
tit now, or 4 ſhould diſpleaſe God, and dejp:/e 
was much afflicted with 
* theſe Things: And becauſe of the Sinful- 
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Cbriſt. Wherefore 
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124. At theſe Seaſons he would not let me 
ger my Food at Quiet; but forſooth, when 


I was fet at the Table at my Meat, I muſt 


go hence to pray, I muſt leave my Food 


EE now, jult now; ſo counterfeit holy would 


this Devil be. When 1 was thus tempted, |! 
ſhould ſay in my ſelf, Now I am at Meat, 
nd. No, ſaid he, I muſt as 


neſs of my Nature, { imagining that -theſe 
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deny to do it as it I denied God; and then 
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ſhould I be as guilty, becauſe 1 did not obey -: 
a. Temptation of the Devil, as if 1 had bros 
ken the Law of God indeed. 1 
125. But to be brief, one Morning as I 
did ly in my Bed, I was as at other Times moſt 
fiercely aſſaulted with this Temptation, to i 
ſell and part with Chriſt ; the wicked Sugs 
geſtion ſtil running in my Mind, Sell him, ll 
fell him, ſell him, ſell him, as faſt as a Man 
could - ſpeak. Againſt which. alſo in my 
Mind, as at other Times, I anſwered, No, Ml 
no, not for Thouſands, Thouſands, at legt 
Twenty Times together, But at laſt, after 
much Striving, even until I was almoſt out 
of Breath, 1 felt this Thought paſs through. © 
my Heart, Let him go, if he will! And4 - Wl 
thought alſo, that 1 felt my Heart conſent Ml 
thereto and where was my Love to Chriſt 
now: . 5 
126. Now was the Battle won, and down © 
fell I, as a Bird that is ſhot from the Top of 
a Tree, into great Guilt and fearful Deſpair.: 
Thus getting out of my Bed, 1 went mop» 
ping into the Field; but, God knows, with i 
as heavy a Heart as mortal Man, I think, 
could bear: Where, for the ſpace of two 
Hours, 1 was we a Man bereft of Life, and 
as now paſt afl Recovery; and bound over 
to eternal Puniſhment. _ 
127. And withal, that Scripture did ſeiſe 
upon my Soul, O profane Perſon, os Eſau, hl 
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6. MT | Grace abounding 
EF. who, fer one Morſe! of Meat, ſold bis Birth- | .. 
right ; for ye know haw that afterwards, when fu 
he would- have inherited the. Bleſſing, he was I N 
rejected; for he found ns Place of Repentance, i © 
| Though he ſought it carefully with Tears, Heb. 
132. 16, 17. | | 

128 Theſe words were to my Soul like fet - D. 
ters of Brats to my Legs, in the continual 7 
Sound of which I went for ſeveral Months ; 


Together. But about ten or eleven a Clock - 
on that Day. as I was walking under a Hedge, * 
full of Sorrow and Guilt. God knows, and 5 


| *  bemoaning my ſelf for this hard Hap, that 
fſucha Thought ſhould ariſe within me. ſud- 
Fl denly this Sentence bolted in on me. The 
Blood of Chriſt remits all Guilt ; at this I 
made a ſtand in my Spirit; with that. this 
„Word took hold upon me. The Blood of Feſus 
Cbriſt his Son, cleanſeth us from all Sin, 1 Joh. 
1. 7. Now I begin to conceive Peace in 

© my Soul, and Me thought L ſaw as if the 
Tempter did Lear and ſteal away from me, 
as being aſhamed of what he had done. At 

' the ſame Time alſo, I had my Sin and the 
Blood of Chriſt, thus repreſented to me, that 
my Sin, when compared to the Blood of 
Chriſt, was no more too it, than this little 
= clod of Stone before me, is&0 this vaſt and 
1q 42 Wide Field that here I ſee: This gave me 
good Encouragement ſor the fpace of two or 
—_ three Hours, in which Time alſo- me- 
bonn kw by Faith, the Son of wor - 
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to the Chief of Sinner rn. 
ſuffering for my*fins. But becauſe it tarrie$, ' » 


” Þ not I thertfore ſunk in my Spirit under ex- - ³ü 

ceeding Guilt again. — 

57 129. But chiefly by the aſorementionedl al 

>. 8 Scripture, concerning E/au's ſelling of his 
Birth-right, for that Scripture would ly all 

4 Day long, all the Week long; yea, all the 

2' Vear long in my Mind, and hold me down, 

= ſo that I could by no Means lift up my ſelf, 


for when I would ſtrive to turn me to this 
©» WW ſcripture, or that for Relief, ſtill that ſen- 
| tence would be ſounding in me; For ye knozp, 


nat ¶ how that afterwards, when he would have in- 
d- herited the Bleſſing, he found no Place of Re. 
7 be pentance, though he ſought it careſully with 
Ia. 


130. Sometimes indeed I ſhould have 2 


eſus ouch from that in Juke 22, 431. I Hr | 
_ brayed for thee, that thy Faith fail not; but 
> 1 


t would not abide upon me; neither could 
indeed, when I conſidered my ſtate, find 
round to Conceive in the leaſt, that there 
ould be the Root of that Grace within me, 
zaving finned as I have done. Now was 1 
Pore and rent in an heavy Caſe for many 
Jays together. EEE 5 R 
WY 131, Then began I with ſad and coreful | 
| andſfeart to conſidef the-Nature and Largenefs 4 
© MO my fin, and to ſearch the Word of God, it 
o OE could in any Placeeſpiea Word of Premiſe, '. 
me r any encouraging ſentenceby whichT might 


od Me relief, Wherefore 1 began to oonſiſer hg 
eee, 
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Grace abaunding 

Third of Mark, Al manner of fins and blaf- | * 
Phemies. ſhall be forgiven unto the ſons of Men, | 
wherewithſoever they ſhall blaſpheme: Wich || 19 
Place methought, at a Bluſh did contain, @ m 
large and glorious Promiſe for the pardon of | ſal 
high Offences ; but confidering the Place more || *" 
Fully, I thought it was rather to be underſtood, N ec 
4s relating more chiefly to thoſe who had in a .. 
natural Eflate committed ſuch Things as there | ling 
are mentioned, but not to me, who had not on- || 

4 — 4 and Mercy, — that — = 

| after, and alſo contrary to that, ſo lighted 

Chriſt as 1 — he 9 Fry der, 
132 1 feared therefore that this wicked fin | and 
of mine might be that fin unpardonable, of Y ut. 
which he there thus ſpeaketh, But be that Tra 
ſhall blaſpheme againſi the Holy Ghoft, hath ne- the 
ver Forgiveneſs, but is in Janger of tternal Chri 
Damnation, Matth. 3. And I did the rather ¶ deli 
give credit to this, becauſe of that ſentence in ea, 
the Hebrews, For you know, bow that after - fy < 
. .2vards when he would have- inherited the Ble, *3. 
ing, he tuns rejected; for be found no place ben 
ERepentance, though he ſought it carefully with beide 
tears : For this ſtuck alwaiſe with me. 0 vo 
133. And now began I to labour to call a- Lhoug 
gain Time that was paſt, wiſhing a thouſandF* dee 
times twice told, that the day was yet to“. 1. 
come when I ſhould be tempted to ſuch a ing ou] ?.. 
| - conAuding with great indignation, both a h all t 
gainſt my Heart and all aſſaults, how 1 woul 736. 


. a Col ©, 


FE * Chicf of 1 2 

a conſenter thereto: But alas, theſe thoughts 

and Wiſhings, and Reſolvings, were now 

q too late to help me; the thought had paſſed 

o | BY Heart, God hath let me go, and I am 

e | fallen : O, thought I, that it was with me as 
in Months pa paſt, as in the Days when God per- 

J ſecuted me, Job 29. 2. 

134. Then again, being loth and unwil- 


he L ling to periſh, 1 began to compare my ſin N 
* | with others, to ſee it I could find that any of 


1 thoſe that are ſaved had done as I had done. 
ed 1801 conſidered David's Adultery and Mur- 
der, and found them moſt hainous Crimes, 
60 and thoſe too after Light and Grace received: 
but yet by conſidering, I perceived that his 
vat Tranſgreſſions were onlie ſuch as were againſt Ml 
the Law of Moſes, from which the Lord - 


e Chriſt could with the conſent of his Word 
her deliver him; but mine was againſt Goſpel, 


yea, againſt the Mediator thercol, I had fold” 1 


2 my Saviour. 
81½/ 35, Now again, ſhould T be as if racked 


pon the Wheel: When I conſidèered, that 
deſides the guilt that poſſeſſed me, 1 ſhould be ; 
lo void of Grace, ſo bewitched: What, 
thought l, muſt it be no ſin but this? Muſt | 
t needs be the great Tranſgreſſion? P/alm 
9. 13. Muſt that wicked one tough my 


20 dul u John 5.18, O hat ſtings did I find -3 
th 4 h all theſe ſentences! _©/ = 
woull * 3 6.— What, thought 1, is there but one fin 3 


ammntec | that-is unpardonable? Hage 
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- - Grate abounding -. 
Mlercy, and muſt I be guilty ofthe is there but 
one fin amongſt ſo many millions of fins, for 

| which there is no Forgiveneſs, and muſt I 
commit this? Oh, unhappy fin! Oh, un- 


| = ande 
_ whatto do, I thought at times they would 

have broke my Wits, and ſtill to aggravate 
my Miſerie, that would run in my Mind, 


Dave inherited the Blefſing, he was rejected. 
Oh, none knows the Terror of theſe Days 
du myſel.— 1 
137. After this, I came to conſider of Pe- 
ters fin, which he committed in denying his 
= . Maſter; and indeed this came nigheſt to mine, 
dt any that 1 could find, for he had denied 
dais Saviour, as 1 after Light and Mercy recei- 
ved: yea, and that too, after Warning gi- 


both once and twice, and that after time tc 
conſider betwixt. But though 1 put all theſe 
_Circumſtances together, that if poſſible | 
* might find Help, yet I confidered again, tha 


thought with myſelf, that I came necer ti 
Judas, than either to David or Peter. 
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Vid me (as it were) to Powder, teconkid 
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ul | that layeth the ſoul withoutthe reach of God's 


happy Man! Theſe things would fo break 
found my ſpirit, that I could not tell 


You know, that afterwards, when be would 


ven him. I alſo confidered, that he did it: 


hie was but a Denyal of his Maſier, but min 
was a Selling of my Saviour. Wherefore I: 


© 138. Here again, my Torment wou hat 
flame out; and aflit me; yea, it wou con 
tio! 


3 15 
8 
© mw. 


| te the Chief of Sinners, Gn WM 
s | the Preſervation of God towards ethers, 
t | while I fell into the inare : - For in my thus 
ir | conſidering of other Mens fins, and compa- 
1 ring of them with mine own, I couldevident- 
n- | lie fee God preſerved them notwithſtanding 
K | their Wickedneſs, and would not let them, 
ellas he bad let me, become a ſon of Perdition. 
nd 139. But O, how did my Soul at this 
ite time prize the Preſervation that God did ſet 
ad, about his People? Oh, how ſafely did I ſee 
ud | them walk, wham God had hedged in, they 
ed. were within his Care, Protection and ſpecial 
ays | Providence: Though they were full as bad 

as I by Nature, yet becauſe he loved them, 
pe- he would not ſuffer them to fall without the 
his Range of Mercy: but as for me, I was gone, 
ine, II had done it, he would not preſerve me, nor 
niedll keep me, but ſuffered me, becauſe I was a Re- 
cei- probate, te fall as I had done, Now did 
Imhoſe bleſſed Places that ſpeak of God's keep- 

ing bis Peeple, ſhine like the Sun before me, 
though not to comfort me, but to ſhew me 
the bleſſed ſtate and heritage of thoſe whom © - 
he Lord had bleſſed. | | 


that 
» i ſin with the fin of Judas, that if poſlible 
fore might find that mine differed from that which 
er n truth is unyardonable ; and O, thought l, 
; f of ſhould be on . 3 5 
wou hat a happy Condition is my ſoul in? and _ 
e. dy wt” ras My I found that Judas did his in- 
ond entionably, but 3 was againſt my ſtriy- 


140. Then again I began to compare my 4 
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= . * dy - | 1 
= ings; efides, his was committed with much 


| deliberation ; but mine in a fearful hurry on 
2 fuadden. Thus I was toffed too and fro, 
ie the Locuſts, and driven from Trouble 

to Sorrow; hearing always the ſound of E- 
= JFfou's fall in mine Ears, and of the dreadful 
= - Conſequences thereof. _ 

; 1 Yet this conſideration about Judas 
his fin was for a while ſome little Relie 
2 « op me: for ſaw I had not, as to the Cir- 
c umſtances, tranſgreſſed ſo foully as he; but 
tis was quickly gone again, for I thought 
with myſelf, there might be more Ways than 
one to commit the unpardonable fin; alſo] -. 
= thought there might be Degrces of that, as 
well as of 3 wherefore, 4 
for ought I yet could perceive, this iniquit J 


23 = mine-maght be fach as might never be paſſes : = 
38 5 
1 . 1 was often now — that — 


| Mould be like ſuch an ugly man as Jud _ ; 
e alſo how lothſome I ſhould be uni "_ 
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in 
| I 40 all the ſaints at the Day of Judgment, ir | 
1 Jomuch that now I could icarce dee a go * 
man that I believed had a good Conſcienc 
WW but 1 ſhould feel my Heart tremble at bin bo. 4 
1 While I was in his Preſence. Ohl now or 
tmawa glory in walking with God, and wi 7 
| a mercy it was 10 have a good Conlcieud 2 
before him. . 
143, | was muck about this Time temp wp 
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4\ paſſed through my Heart, how, as it were, 
any with a ſtep hath Death and Judgment been; 


in my View. Methought, the Judge ſtood 3 
at the Door, I was as if it were come alreas. 


"7 dy: ſo that ſuch things could have no En- 
10 tertainment; but methinks, 1 fee by this, that 


: ſatan; will. uſe any means to keep the ſoul. + 
from Chriſt. He loveth not an awakened” 


. frame of ipirit, ſecurity, Blindnets, Darkneſs 


and Error is the very Kingdom and Habitati- 
on of the wicked One. +=: 15 
145. | found it hard Work new to pray 
to God, becauſe Deſpair was ſwallowing me 
up. Ithought 1 was as with a tempeſt di- 
ven awayfrom God, for always when 1 cried 
io God. or mercy; this would come in; *#75 

6-late,''J am loft, God hath let me fall not 6 
Correction but Condemnation : Ady fin 1 


* unpurdonable, and 5 concerning Eſau, bot 
fa 6 0 
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=. that after be bad fold bis Birth-right be would 
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Wos received the Bleſſing, but was rejected. 
1.46 Then was] ſtruck into a very great 6? 
=. trembling, inſomuch that at ſometimes | JF «©, 
could for whole Days together feel my very ot 
= Body as well as my mind to ſhake and totter ids 
= under the ſenſe of the dreadful Judgment of & m 
= God that ſhould tall on thofe that have fin- 'I ay 
= ned that moſt fearful and unpardonable ſin. E, 
I felt alſo ſuch a clogging and heat at my ſto- Mes 
mach by reaſon of this my terror, that I was,, 
&  efpeciallic at fome times, as if my Breaſt-bone fin. 
= would have ſplit in ſunder. Then thought mi 
of that concerning Judas, Who by his falling ts: 
Headlong, burſt aſunder, and all bis Bowels | | 
bud out, Acts 1. 5 . 
1147. 1 feared alfo, that this was the mark %, 
= that the Lord did ſet on Cain, even contin- f . 
Load of Guilt that he had charged on him | 
= for the Blood of his Brother Abel. Thus 55 
= did 1 wind, and twine, and fhrink under the of; 


Burden that was upon me; which Burden al- 
V did ſo oppreſs me, that I could neither 
and nor go, nor ly either at Reſt or 


148. Yet that Saying would ſometimes 
= come to mind, H# hath received Gifts for 
de Rebellieus, Pial. 68. 18. The Rebellious ; 
= thought I, Why ſurely they are ſuch as once 
ere under Subjection to their Prince, even 
who after they have ſworn ſubjeRRtion 
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to his Government; have taken up Arne * L 
gainſt him. 
149, This ſometimes I thought on, and” 
ſhould labour to take hold thereof; that 
ſome tho ſmall Refreſhment might havedeen 
{| conceived by me: but in this alio I miſſed of 
my Deſire, I was driven with Force beyond . 4 | 
it, like a Man that is going to the Place of 
Execution, even by that Place where he would | k 
| fain creep in and hide himſelf, but may not. A 
150. Again after 1 had thus confidered the 4 
* | fins of the Saints in particular, and found 
mine went beyond them; then I began thus ⁵ü 
> | to think with my ſelf. Set Caſe F. ſhould pus ; 
all theirs together,and mine alone againſt them, 
| _ | not then fd ſome Encouragement ? Br & 
K mine, tho bigger than any one, yet ſhould they 
7 5 J. equal to all, then there is Hopes: For thas 
y | Blood that bath Pirtue enough to waſh away | 
n all theirs, hath Virtue eneugh to do away all” 
5 | mine tho thin one be full as 7 no bigger thay 
ne ll theirs, Here again I would conſider the ſin A | 
1 2 David, of Solomon, of anette, of eile, 4 | 
er the re 4 the great Offenders, and ſhould © 
or 
es 
Or 
53 
ICE 


ſollabour what 1 Note ww, Fairneſs, to age I 
and heighten their I ins by ſeveral Girs 5 ] 
cumflances, 1 

151, I ſhould think with myſelfthat Da- 

vid ſhed Blood to cover his Adultery, and: 

that by the ſword of the Children of Ammon, = 

aa Fork. that could not be dens 2 by conti- 
on 35 | KuANGE: + 4 


1 1 2 44 2 * 


3 — 2 er at 
| 3 "a great Aggravation to this fin. 


but theſe were but ſins againſt the Law, from 
which there was a Jeſus ſent to fave them, but 


3 jave vou from that? 
he finned, in loving ſtrange Women, in fal- 


kT emples, in doing this after Light, in his 
FX after great Mercy received: But 


former Conſideration, cut me off as to this: 
— that all thoſe were but fins againſt 


I now remained no more ſacrifice for fin. 


- the ſins of * , how that he built Altars 
for Idols in the 

& obſerved Times, uſed incharitments, had to 
do with Wizzards, was a Witch, had his fa- 
Lilar Spirits, burnt his Children in the fire, 
in lacrifice to Devils, and made the ſtreets 


| * 2 Theſe, thought I, are great 
nns of a bloody Colour * but . it 
Would turn-again upon me, they are none 
em ot the Nature of yours, you have 
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nme, deliberate Contrivance, which was 


But then this would turn upan me: : Ah 


Tours is againſt the Saviour, and who ſhall 1 
1152. Then I thought on Solomon, and how | 


ling away to their Idols, in building them 

rde lame Concluſion that cut me off in the | 

3 ” the Law, for which God had provided a Re- 
1 medy, but I had ſold my Saviour, and there 


155. I would then add to theſe Mens fins, 
ouſe of the Lord, he alſo P 


Wot Jeruſalem run down with the Blood of 


— A .. you: have tels 8 your: * 


„„ * 4 LF In... 4 


16 f 
Ways kill my Heart, My fin was point Nau? 
4 againſt my Saviour, and that to at that height i 


0 if be will, O! methought this fin "was "Ml 
bigger than the fins ofa Country, of a King- 
dom, or of the whole World, 2, one par- 


fall into the Hands of the Living God, Heb, 3 


85 au Tun l —_ out 1 __ Cie 
thy Tranſereſſions, and as a Cloud thy u 
* Return unto mb, for I have redeemed — 1 
but fled, though at ſometimes jt cried, Res 


But | feared to cloſe in there with, leſt. je 

you know, how that afterwards when he would i 
have inherited the Bleſſing, be was rejetied, c 
| "Man's ſhop, - bemganing to myſelt 


ts the Chief of Sinners oO 
T his one Confideration would al- 


that] had in my Heart ſaid of him, Let lim 


donable, nor all of them together, was able 


to equal mine, mine outwent them every i 


one. - 
155. Now | ſhould feel my Mind to flee 3 
from God, as from the Face ot a dreadful - 4 
Judge; yet this was my Torment, I could 
not eſcape his Hand, it is a fearful thing ta 


10, But bleſſed be his Grace that Scripture ji 
in theſe flying Fits would call as running ⁵⁶ü 


ut 1 could not return, 
turn, return, as if it did follow after mes 


ſhould not come from God, for that other 
was ſtill ſounding in my Conſcience, Fer 


155. Once was 1 walking in a Good i 
Gd-and dolctul tate, affiifting myſelf wis, 
Abhorzence ior this wicked .apd ungodly. 
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thought: lamenting alſo this hard Hap of 
mine, for that I ſhould commit ſo great a 
= - kn, greatly fearing I ſhould not be pardon» 
ed; praying alſo in my Heart, that i this 
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' Hh Ghoſt, the Lord would ſbet it me: And. 
being now ready to fink with Fear, ſudden- 
= 1y there was as if there had ruſhed in at the 


very pleaſant, and as if I had heard a Voice 
ſpeaking, Did'ſ thou ever refuſe to be juſtified 


3 
5 


= Life of Profeffion paſt was in a Moment 6- 
= pened to me, wherein I was made to ſee, that 
=_ - deſignedly I had not, fo my Heart anſwered 
= un; No. Then ſell wich Power that 
Word oſ God upon me, See that ye refuſe 
tin that ſpeaketh, Heb. 12, 24. What 
tis was, I know not: I have not yet in 
twenty Years Time been able to make a 


3 de loath to« ſpeak. But verily that ſud- 
been ruſhing Wind was as if an Angel had 


only this I ſay, it commanded a great Calm 


- 


in my Soul, it perſwaded me there might be 


por Mercy. But, Hay, concerning this Diſ- 


* 


Sin of mine did dier from that againſt the 


Window, the Noiſe of Wind upon me, but | 


the Blaod of Chrift ? And withal my whole 


= Judgment of ic. F thought then what I ſhould 


come upon me; but both it and the Saluta- 
WE. tion I wil leave until the Day of Judgment; 


Hope; it ſhewed me as I thought, what the 
E unpardonable fin was, and that my Soul had 
yet the bleſſed Privilege to fly to Jeſus Chriſt 


N pen ation, 4 know not what yet to ſay unto 
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' us the Chief of Simers, 15M 
it, which was alſo in Truth the Cauſe that 
at firſt I did not ſpeak of it in the Book, F- 
do now alſo leave it to be thought on b 
Men of ſound Judgment. Flay not the ftreſs. 
of my Salvation thereupon, but upon the 
Lord Feſus in the Promiſe ; yet ſeeing I am 
here unfolding of my ſecret things, I theughe 2 
it might not altogether be inexpedient to let 
" "'K thisalſo ſhew itſelf, tho I cannot now relate 
the Matter as there I did experience it. This 
Il Hfſted in the favour of it for about three or 
| four Days, and then I began to miſtruſt and 
to deſpair again, 5 - >, 
57. Wherefore ſtill my life hung in doubt 
betore me, niet knowing what way I ould tip if 
only this, F found. my Soul defire, even to 
1] Supplication. But, O, it was hardtor me to 
bear the Face to pray to this Chriſt for Mer-- 
ey againſt whom I had thus moſt vilely fin- 
j\ ned! yet I knew this muſt be the Way, for 
Mercy was no where elſe. W - - , _—— 
158 Which when the Tempter perceived, 
he ſtrongly ſuggeſted to me, That I b 
not to pray to God, for Prayer was not for any 
in my Caſe, neither could it do me good, B. 
caufe | had rejecled the Mediator, by whom alt=} 
Prayers came with Atceptance to God the Fa« i 
ther, and without whom, no: Pxayer- cand. 
come into his Preſence; wherefore now to pr 
13 but to add ſin unto fin, Yea, now to fray, 
Seeing God bath egſt you off, it iht next. . 
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78 Grace i he 
is anger and offend bim more than ever you "- 
„% 
1355. For God ( faid he ) hath been weary of. 
vn for theſe ſeveral Years already, becauſe you 
are none of his; your Bawling in his Ears hath » 
daun no pleaſant Voice to bin, and therefore 
bell let you 7 this Sin, that = might be quite 
cut off, and will you pray flill? This the De- 
= vil urged, and ſet forth that in Numbers, when 
ee ſaid to the Children of Mael, That be- 
= cau/e they would not go up to poſſeſs the Land, 
1 Ged would haue them, therefore for ever 
after he did bar them out from thence, though 
= they prayed they might with Tears, Numbers 
| - . 13. 36, 37» De. 5 3 
1560. As it is ſaid in another Place, Exod. 
21.14. The Man that fins preſumptuouſſy ſhall 
talen from God's Altar, that be may die; 
A Even as Joab was by King Solomon when he ' 
thought to find ſhelter there, 1 Kings 2. 27, iti 
= 28, Sc. Theſe Places did pinch me very ſore, 
= yet my Caſe being deſperate, I thought wth }F- 
= myſelf, I can but die, and if it muff be fo, it i 
all ence be ſaid, That ſuch a One died at the * 
Hat of Chrift in Prayer : This 1 did, but with bi: 
Feat Difficulty, God doth know; for ſill St 
WE. that Saying about E/ au would be ſet at my 
Heart, even like a flaming Sword tokeep _ Ic 
Ethe Way of the Tree ot Life, leſt I ſhould | *© 
= take thereof, and live. O who knows how 
whard a thing 1 found it to come to. God in 
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161. 1 dig alſo deſire the Prayers of Hy 

1 of God tor me, but I feared that G 
would give them no Heart to do it; yea, 1 3 | 

trembled in my Soul, to think that ſome. or p 
other of them ſhortlie would tell me, that 
God had ſaid thole Words to them, that he 
once did ſay to the Prophet, concerning e 
Children of I/rael, Pray not for this People, 1 
for I have rejefted them, Jer. 11. 14; _— 
Pray not for him, fer I have rejeded bim: AY 
Yea, I thought, that he had whiſpered. this 
to ſome of them already, onlie they durſt not 
tell me ſo, neither durſt I aſk them of it, 
for Fear it ſhould be ſo, it would make me 
quite beſides my ſelf. Man knows the — 4 
ning of fin ( ſaid Spira ) but who bounds the 
i Mues thereof? 4 
162. About this Time, I took an o 1 

tunity, to break my mind to an ancient Chri- 
ſtian; and told him all my Caſe. I told him RF 
' alfo, "that I was afraid that I had finned the 
ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt; and he told me, 
He theught ſo too. Here therefore, 1 had buff 
cold Comfort, but talking a little more wih 
him, I found him, though a good Man, a? 
Stranger to much Combat with the Devil 4 
Wherefore, I went to God again, as 34 


* 


I could, for Mercy ſtill. A RF 
163. "Now alſo, did the Tempter b 
to-mock me in my miſery, ſayings 15 73 
— ſeeing I had thus parted with the Lord: Bl 


and Provoked him to as 
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f have food between my Soul and the flame 


Way, and that was, To pray that God the 
t Father would be the Mediator betwixt his Son 
and me, that we might be reconciled again, 


| that his bleſſed Saints enjoyed. 
© 2164. Then did that Scripture ſeize upon 


= him? Oh! I ſaw it was as eaſie to perſwade 


or new Bible beſides that we have already, as 

to pray for fuch a thing: This was to per- 
ade him, that what he had done already, 
= Was mere folly, and to perſwade with him. 
alter, yea, to diſanul the whole Way of 


der Heaven, given among/i Men, whereby we 
wauff be /aved, Acts 4. 12. | 
165. Now the moſt free, and full, and gra- 


et Torment to me; yea, nothing ſo afflic- 


the Remembrance of a Saviour, becauſe 
in off, brought both the Villanie of. my ſin, 


- - o bt k * 2 N 
1 * * —_ * D N — 
o 


ay 


— 


oer, Rev. 6. | alſe trembled, as T haye 
a, at the fight of the Saints of God, e 


— 


E devouring Fire; the!e was now but one 


and I might have that bleſſed Benefit in him, 


my ſout, He is of one mind, and who can turn 


bim to make a gew World, a new Covenant, 


Salvation; and then would that ſay ing rent. 
Emmy Soul aſunder, Neither is thee Salvation 
in any ot her, For there is noue other Nane un- 


Etious Words of the Goſpel,” were the great- 

ed me, as the thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt ; or | 
ud 

h by it, to mind. Oit is ſad tobe 


ee by the Grace and Mercy of God; 
— eve the Lamb, the Saviour turn Lyon and 
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I. % the Chief of Sinvers, wn» WM 
Ne, arthſe that greetlic loved bim, and that = 


made it their J to walk cont inuallie 
with him in this World: For they did 
both in their Words, their Carriages and all 
their Expreſſions Tenderneſi, and Fear to 
fin againſt thoir precious Saviour, condemn, 
lay guilt upon, and alſo add continual Afiiftion- i | 
and Shame unto my Soul, The Dread of them 
was put upon me, and x trembled at God's 
Samuels, 1 Sam. 16. 4. 2 go 
166, Now alſo the Tempter began afreſh A 
to mock my Soul, ſaying, That Chriſt i- 
deed did pity my Cafe, and was ſorry for my." 


Loſs : But forasmuch as J had finned and trans 
greſſed as 1 had done, be could by no Means | 
help me, nor ſave me from what I feared : For 
my fin was net of the Naturt of theirs, for whom if 
he bled and died, neither was it counted with Mi 
theſe that were laid to bis Charge when be Ml 
BW banged on the. Tree : therefore unleſs M ſhould 
com down from Heaven and die anew for this X 
fin, though indeed he did greatly pity me, t 
4 could have no Benefit of him, . - 1x __ 
167. But, O how would this add to my af- I 
fliction, to conceit that T ſhould be guilty of 
ſuch a fin for which he did not die. Tbeſe 
FT haughts would ſo confound me, & impriſon 
me, and tie me up from Faith that I knew not 
what to do. ButOh,thought I, that he woulck 
oom down again O that the work ot man's © 
Redemption was yet to be done by Chi 1 
howwouldIpray him and intreat him to coung 
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þ F and reckon this fin amongſt the reſt for w_S 
he died? But this would ſtrike me down, 
-* Chriſt being raiſed from the Dead, dieth no 


> Rom. 5 
I . 168. Thus by the ſtrange and unnatural 


| 4 broken Veſſel driven as with the Winds, and 
1 —— ſometimes head- long into Delpair, 
| ſometimes upon the Covenant of Works, and 
ſometimes to wiſh that the New Covenant, 
and the Conditions thereof, might ſo far 
forth as ] thought myſelf concerned, be turn- 
ed another Way and changed. But in all 
= theſc, I was but as theſe that juſtle againſt 
| 3 the Rocks, more broken, ſcattered and rent. 


} MB 


1 Oz, the unthqught ef imaginatians, Frights, 


= Fears and Terrors that are effected by tho- 
4 = row Application of Guilt and yielding to 


| 3 Dwelling among the Tombs with the Dead; 
chat is always crying out and cutting himſelf 
with ſtones, Mark 5. 1, 2, 3. But; | fay, all 
in vain, Deſperation will not comfort him, 
- the old Covenant will not ſave him. Nay, 
Heaven and Earth fhall paſs away before one 
ot or Title of the Word and Law of Grace 
Fail or be removed; this, 1 faw, this'1 
10 and. 5 | groaned. Yet — Ad- 
rantage | got thereby; namely a furthep gen- 
E Fifmation of the Shaw of the a. ol 
nen, and Nor: the 8 — wen the 
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more, Death hath no more Dominion over him, a 


- Aflaults of the Tempter, was my Soul like a | 


Deſpe ion. This is the Man that hath his 
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| what then 1 ſaw and felt of the ſteadineſe 
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t N 
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how 
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doi znſwer a Voice, This fin it not unt#1 


Safra Grave, and cried-out again, L 
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N 
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Word ot God. Oh! 1 cannot now expreſs © 


of JESUS CHRIST, the Rock et 
Man's Salvation, what was done, could 
not be undone, added to nor altered; in- 
Jeed fin might drive the ſoul beyond Chriſt, 
even the fin which is unpardonable, but Wo 
to him that was ſo driven, for the Wor] 
would ſhut him out. . 

169. Thus was | always ſinking, what: 4 = 
ever | did think or do. So one Day | walk» 
ed to a neighbouring Town, ard fat down. 
upon a ſettle in the ſtreet and fell into a ves 3 
ry deep Pauſe about the moſt fearful ſtate 
my fin had brought me to; and after a long 
muſing, 1 lifted up my Head; but me- 
thought, I ſaw as if the ſun that ſhineth in the - ' 
Heavens did grudge to give Light, and as "5 3 
the very ſtones in the ſtreet and the Tiles ll 
upon the Houſes did bend themſelves againſt 
me. O how happy now was every C 1 
over was! for they ſtood faſt, and kept 9 
their ſtation, but 1 was gone and Toft. * - 

170, Then breaking out in the Ritter- 3 | 
neſs of my ſoul, 1 ſaid io my ſelf, with 3 
a grievous ſigh, How can GOD mags 
fuch-@ Wretch 85-1? 1 had no ſooner aid 
it; but this returned upon me, as m Echo Þ 


Drarh. At which 1 was as if 1 had — 7 
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2 4 4 l Grace aboundiug n b 
FF For 1 was filled with Admiration at the Fit - 
© neſs and alſo at the Unexpectedneſs of the 

i. Now I was in Hopes that my fin 
Was not unpardonable, but that there might 
de Hopes for me to obtain Forgiveneſs. But 
O how Satan now did lay about him for to 


ol 


| 
f 
bring me down again! But he could by no : 
means do it, neither, this Day nor the moſt i 
Part of the next: For this good Sentence fl x 

e 


3 


Food like a Miil-poſt at my Back. Yet to- 
Wards the Evening of the next Day, I felt 
= this Word begin to leave me, and to with- 
EL draw its Supportatton from me; and ſo J re- 2 
turned to my old Fears again, but with a great at 
EE deal of Grudging and Peeviſhneſs, for I fear- th 
e the ſorrow of it. G 
172. But the next Day at Evening, being lo 
under many Fears, EI went to ſeek the Lord; to 
= and 2s I prayed, I cried to him in theſe F. 
Words, O Lord, I beſeecb tbee, .ſhew ma that. V 
= thou haſt loved me with an everlafiing Love, i bu 


% 


Jeremiah 31.3. - 
= 1 had no ſooner ſaid it, but with ſweetneſs Nat 
| it returned upon me, I have loved thee with Re 
aa everlofting Love. Now I went to Bed in ¶ ha. 
= Quiet, alſo when I awakened, it was froſh Wha 
— upon my Soul. Mo - | 


173. But yet the Tempter left me not,for IW the 
could not be fo little as an hundred Times Wand 
mat he that Day did labour to break my 
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50 the Chief of Simers, 1; 
I did then meet with! as | ftrove to holdby WM 
this Word, that of Eſau would fly in my MW 
 Facelike Lightning - 1 ſhoufd be ſometimes MW 
up and down twenty Times in an Hour, 
Yet God did bear me up, and keep my Heart 
upon this Word, from which Thad alſo for 
ſeveral Days together very much ſweetneſs al 
and comfortabls44opes of Pardon, for thus [ 1 
it was made out unto mb, I loved t hee tobiii! 
thou was committing this ſin, I loved thee be- 
before, 1 love thee flill, and 1 will love thee fr 
ever. | 3 
174. Vet l ſaw my ſin moſt barbarous afid 
a filthy Crime, and could not but conclude, 
and that with great ſhame and Aſtoniſn ent 
that 1 bad horribly abuſed the holy Son f ü 
GOD, whereforel felt my Soul greatly co Ml 
ing love and pity him, and my Bowels to yern 
rdz towards him: For 1 ſaw he was ſtill my if 
\eſe Friend, and did reward me Good for Evil: 
bat. Vea the Love and Affection that then did 
ve, 8 burn within to my LORD and S AVI. 
OUR JESUS CHRIST, did work 
neſs at this TT ime ſuch a ſtrong and hot Defire of 
with Revengement upon myſelf for the Abuſe | 
d in had done him, that to ſpeak, as then 1 thoughe Ml 
freſh bad 1 a thouſand Gallons of Blood within my - if 
Veins, | could freely have ſpilt it all at 


7 I 

17 4 l 
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t,for the Command and Feet of this my Lord 
mes Wand Saviour. — 

my . 6, And as | was thus in muſing, and 
; thar in my ſtugies, how to love“ the Lord, and 
* Err +. "= 


= — p 


EF to expreſs my Love to him, that ſaying came 
in upon me, tf thou, Lord, ſhouldff mark ini- Lif, 
b- guty, O Lord, who ſhould fland ? But there il p F 
i Forgiveneſs with thee," that thou mayeſt be b 
= feared, . Plal. 130. 4. Theſe, were goed ,. 
Words to me, efpeciallie the Latter-part . 
thereof, to wit, that there js Forgiveneſs 
Mw a Op cant 
wich the Lord, that he might be feared; 
that is, as then I underſtood it, that he might and 
bo feared; that is, as then I underſteod it, 
&- that he might be loved, and had in Reve- 
rege; for it was thus made out to me, 
w That the Great God did jet fo high an Eſteem 
non the Love of his poor Creatures, that ra- 
= ther than be would go without their love, he 


* "epould perdon their tranſgreſſions, 
176. And now was that Word tulfilled on 
me, and I wasallo refreſhed by it, Then ſball 
= they be aſbamed and confounded, and never open 
= their Mouth any more, becauſe of their ſhame, 
weben Lan pacified towards thee, for all that 
cen hafi done, ſaith the Lord God, Zech. 16. 
36. Thus was my ſoul at this Time (and 
I then did think for-evet ) ſet at Liberty 
from being afflicted with my former Guilt 
= ard Amazement, 50 | 
177. But before many Weeks were gone 
over, | began to diipond again, tearing, leſt 
== notwithſtanding all that I had enjoyed. 3e | 
= * Lay be decerved and deſtroyed at the 4a for 


hs. Conſideration came firong into my: nd, 


her whet/erticr comfurt and peace l iber, 
5 r 
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to the Chief of Sinners.  B7 
might have from the Mord of the Promiſe of 
Life ; yet unleſs there could be found. in my 3 
Refreſhment, 4 Concurrence and Agreement in 
the Scriptures, let me think what I will there» 
of, and bold it never fo faſt, 1 ſhould find no i 
uch thing at the End : For the Seriptures 6 
cannot be broken, Jobn 10. 35. — 
178. Now began my Heart again to ake 
and fear, I might meet with Diſapointment 
at the laſt, Wherefore, I began with all ſeri- 
ouſneſs to examine my former Comfort, and 
to confider whether one that had finned as T 5 
had done, might with Confidence truſt upon = 
the Faithfulneſs of God laid down in thoſe 


Words, by which 1 had been comferted, and 

on which 1 had leaned myſelf 3 but now 
vas brought thoſe ſayings to my mind, Fur 

I Wit is impoſſible for flo who were - once ene 
4 Wl /ightned, and baue taſted the heavenlie Gift, 

„and were made Partakers of the Holy Ghoft, 

it and have taſted the good Word of Gd, and — 

5. the Powers of the World to come; if thy ll 

d WH fall away terenew them again unto R- A 

y — 

ne 

eſt 

Fl 
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d, Ver. you fnaw, how that 
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© v8 - » Grate abounding ME, 
ed; for be found ne Place of Repentance, 
tb h be ſought it carefullie with Tears, Heb. 
- Shs --- 7 
1579. Now was the Word of the Gofpel MF '" 
forced from my Soul, ſo that no Promiſe of | ©**” 
{ * Encouragement was to be found in the Bible **'” 
for me. And now would that ſaying work 
upon my Spirit to afflict me, Rejoyce not, O 
# Iſrael, for Foy, as other People, Hoſ. 9. 1. 
For I ſaw indeed there was cauſe of rejoy- 
ding for thoſe that held to Feſus; but as tor 
me, I had cut myſelf off by my tranigreſſi- 
5 ORs, and left myſelt neither Foot-hold nor 
Hand- hold amongſt all the Stayes and Props 
in the precious Word of Life. 
18580. And trulie 1 did now feel myſelf to 
= | fink into a Gulf, as an houſe whoſe foun- 
dation is deſtroyed. 1 dig liken my ſelf in 
this Condition, unto the caſe of ſome Child 
© that was fallen into a Mill-pit, who tho' 
it could make ſome ſhift to ſcraple and ſpraul 
in the Water; yet becauſe it could find nei- 
ther hold for Hand nor Foot, therefore at laſt 
tit muſt die in that Condition. So ſoon as 
tis freſh Afﬀault had faſtned upon my ſoul), 
E that Scripture it came inte my Heart, 7 
Fir manie Days, Dan. 10. 14. And. indeed 
I found it was: For I could not be deliver- 
ed nor brought to Peace again, until well 
= nigh two Years and an Half were compleat- 
k ly finiſhed. Wherefore, theſe Words, tho I. 
i themſelyes they tended io Dice IE 
an 5 N gg. „* W 4"; 1 e 4 
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do the Chief of Sinners, f J ; 
et to me, who feared this condition woul 
de eternal, they were at ſometimes as an help 7 
and refreſhment to me. BEET nie, 
181. For thought I Many days are net for 
ver, many days will have an end, therefore - 
. eeing I was to be affiied, not a few but many © 
I,, vet I was glad it was but for many days. 
0 Thus, I ſay, I could recall my ſelf ſometimes, 
and give my ſelf a hetÞ ; for as ſoon as ever 
the words came in at firſt, I knew my trouble 
pj would be long, yet this would be but ſome- 
he umes, for I could not always think on this, 
nor ever be helped tho I did. 25 
182 Now while theſe ſcriptures lay before 
ps me, and laid fin anew at my docr, that ſay- 
| ing in the Eighteenth of Luke, with others, 


to id encourage me te prayer: then the tem- 
n- er laid at me very ſore, ſuggeſting, That nci- 

n ber the mercy of God, nor yet the blood of Chrift- 

11d did at all concern me, nor could they belp me, 
ho Wh, my fon: yet thought I, I will pray; but 
aul Maid the Tempter, your /in is unpardonable. 
en, ſaid I, I will pray. Sol went to pray- . 
laſt Nr to God z and while J was at prayer, I ut-- 

| 35 ered Words to this effect, Lord, Satan tells 

ul, be, that neither thy mercy, nor Chr:/ts bloed, 

. ; ſufficient to ſave my ſoul : Lord,-Hpall 1 Bo 


our thee mef? by believing thou wilt and cant, 1 
r by believing thou neither Twilt nor ca nft, 


ord, I would fain honour thee by telieuing ibn 
ELSE. E 4183. And 
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| 4 that ſcripture faſtnel on my heart, O man, 
=. great is thy faith, Mat 15. 28. Even, as 


3 4 my knees before God, et I was not able to 
could not think that I had faith, or that there 


. ſhould be a word to me to act Faich on; there- | 
fore I ſhould ftill be, as ſticking in the Jaws 


not be quite gone, nor clean gone for ever. 


M7. 
% 
- » 


L. _ blood of Chriſt was 1ufficient to fave mD 
8 . 8 3 88 „ "ug 1 | * | 7 ; 2 8 


down in a ſad condition. 


. * more, than to be put out of doubt as to this 
ming, and as I was vehementlie deſiring to 


ſeor ever, and will be be favourable no more ? Is 


: "gracious ? Hath be in anger ſhut up his tender Put, 
 mercies ? Pſ', 77. 7, 8, 9. And all thend! 
While they run in my mind, me-thought Ire! 
Had this ſtill as the anſwer: *Tis @ gueſtion en! 


which with this text did ſweeten my heart, 
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; 183. And as I was thus before the Lord 


if one had clapt me on the back, as I wason 


believe this, till almoſt fix months atter, for 


of deſperation, and went mourning up and 
184 There was nothing that I longed for 
know if there was hope, theſe words came 
rolling into my mind: Vill the Lord 277 


his mercy clean gone for eder? Doth bis promiſe 
fail for euer more? Hath God forgotten to be 


evbetber he hath or no; it may be be hath not: 
Something alſo there was on my heart at the 
ſame time, which I canno: now call to mind, 


and make me concluce, that his mercy might it 


185. At another time, I remembred{ was 
again much under this queſtion, whether che 
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© to the Ohief of Si 
III which doubt I continued from morning 
i about ſeven or eight at night and at laſt 

1 © when I was as it were quite worn out with 
Fear, leaft it ſhould not lay hold an me, theſe 

r | words did ſound ſuddenly within me, Hie ite 
e e. But me-thought, this word Able, was 
. ſpoken loud to me, it ſhewed a great word, 
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„Lit leemed to be write in great letters, and gave 


d ſuch a juſtle to my Fear and doubt, (I mean 
for the time that it tarried with me, which 
or Nas about a day) as I never had from that, all 
his my life either before or after that, Heb, 7. 25. 
to 186. But one Morning when | was again - 


his, that the Word of God could help me, 
hat Piece of a Sentence darted in upon me, 
Y Grace is ſufficient. At this methought, 
felt ſome ſtay, as if there might be Hopes : 
But, O how good a Thing is it for God ts 


the end his Word! For about a Fortnight be- 
he Ire! was looking on this very Place and 
tion Men | thought it could not come near my 
nor: ul with comfort, and threw - down my 
the ook in a Pet, 1 thought it was not large 
ind, Pough for me; but now it was as if it 
gart, Md Arms of Grace fo wide that it could not 


137. By theſe Words I was ſuſtained, yet 
dt without exceeding Conficts, tor the 


ace Would be in it, and cut formetimes, 


» % © * 8 
1 entz Times a Day: Comfort now, Ani 
27 bh * J . 
: 1 F - n . 
4 1 XR * a - ö 5 £ x 
5 . — — — Sa . > 2 n po a , 
22 . "a we 4 * 1 , - ; 
* * a - K 1 a * T 
Peg 4 — ; hn . {<4 * 8 0 - 
| CP — r —— 
1 —_ > 4 * "4: 4 2 
nnen re Te Was 
. OI A 8 5...” - N ” * * 4 1 at IP 
9 F * — , 1 a - 5 * 1 . "IF 5 > 4 * * 5 . "nb. +. _=_ 2 A WW We \ * ” "Tas 


at Prayer, and trembling under the Fear ot 1 


Iw.incloſe me, but many moe beſides. <1 


ace of ſeven or eight Weeks: For my. -* | 
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= Was not only now and then but my whole 
—_ ſeven Weeks Experience For this about the 
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End would be uppermoſt, and ſometimes a- 
. gain the other; according to which would 
=— be my Peace or Trouble. 2 
1᷑8g388. Therefore I did ſtill pray to God, 
= that He would come in with this Scripture 
mere fully on my Heart; to wit, that be would 
= _ help me to apply the whole Sentence; For as yet 
t 77 only helped me thus far, My Grace is ſuffi- 
=. cient; and tho it came no farther; it anſwer- 
e my former Qusſtion, to wit, that there 
was Fare yet becauſe for thee, was 2 
: out, 1 was not contented but prayed te God, 
For that alſo: Wherefore one Day as I was 
in a Meeting of God's People, ſull of ſad; 
'.- neſs and Terror, for my Fears again wert 
ſtrong upbn me, and as I was now thinking 
my ſoul was never the better, but mycaſe moſ 
fad and fearful, theſe Words did with great 
Power ſuddenlie break in upen me, My Gra 
I is ſufficient for thee,my Grace is ſufficient fortha 
ny Grace is ſufficient for thee, three Time 
. * together : And O, methought, 7 that eve 
od was a mighty Word unto me; asg 
1 eee e and for thee- the 
verre then and lometithes are ill {ar bigge 


EF. Suffciency of Grate ; and that of E/au's part- 
= 11 u his Birth-right would be like a Pair 
bk Scales within my Mind, ſometimes one | 


Trouble preſently ;- Peace now, and before. 
could go a Furlong, as full of Fear and 
Quilt as ever Heart could hold; and this 
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gain, 
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ted, ati 
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defore 1 


cep m 


Again to 
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yſelf; 
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ig others be. 3 
189. At which Time my Underſtanding 2; 
was ſo enlightned that I was though I had nt 
feen the Lord Jeſus look down from Heaven 
J through the Tiles me and direct theſe 
Words unto me; ſent me mourning * 
e home, it broke my Heart, and filled me ful! -. 
Jof Joy, and laid me as the Duſt, only it ſtad 
not long with me, I mean in this Glory ang 


refreſhing Comtort, yet it continued with nl 
; me for ſeveral Weeks, and did encourage me 14 
„Ito hope. But ſo ſoon as that powerful O- 

A peration of it was taken off my Heart, that 
other about Eau returned upon me as beſore; 
ſo my. Soul did hang as ina Pair of ſcales a- 
gain, ſometimes up, and ſometimes down; 
now in Peace, and anon again in Terror. 
190. Thus 1 went on for many Weeks, 
ſometimes comforted and fometimes tormen- 
ted, and eſpecially at ſometimes my Tor- 
ent would be very ſore: For all thoſe ſcrip- 
ures forenamed in the Hebrews would be ſet 
before me as the only Sentences that would 
teep me out of Heaven. Then I ſhould begin 
a2ain to repent that ever that Thought went 
hrough me; I ſhould alſo think thus win 
yſelf; V, bow many Scriptures are there 
againſi me? There is bit three or four ; and | + 
annot God miſs there, and fave me for al! 
bem? Sometimes again, I ſhould thinck, 
it were not theſe three or four Wards, © 
wow how might be i could Hurd. = 
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rie Book. 3 1 
=_ 161. Then, Methought, I ſhould ſee as 
both Peter and Pai and Jobn, and all the 


hold me in Derifion ; Mas if they ſaid un- 


cut you off, but you have caft away yourſelf; 


rale hold upon, but theſe, and ſuch as theſe ; 
II impoſſible ; there remains no more Sacri- 
Fes for fin, Heb, 6. And it had been better for 
them not to haue known the Will of God, than 
eier they have known it, to turn from the ho- 
= JCommandment delivered unto them, Heb. 
ro. For the. Scriptures cannot be broken, 2 
.. „„ on 
BH 192. Theſe, as the Elders of the City of 
” . Reftuges I ſaw were to be the Judges both of 
my Caſe and me, while 1 ſtood with the A- 
vrenger of Blood at my Heels, trembliag at 
E- their Gate for Deliverance; allo with a 
E thouſand Fears and Miftruſts,that they ſhould 
© ſhut me. out for ever, Fo/buah 20. 3. 
193. Thus I was confounded, not know- 
ing what to do nor how to be ſatisfied in this 
” Queſtion; Whether the Scriptures could a- 
Free in the Salvation of my Saul? I quaked at 
the Apoſtles; Fknew their Words were true, 
=. and'that they muſt ſtand for ever.. 
l eenenber one Day, as | wa 
py F pt I 
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94. | 
If forbear at ſometimes but t0'wifh them out of 


Writers did look will Scorn upon me, and | 


to me; Al! ur Words are Truth, one 4 as 
much Force as another ; it is not we that bath 


=” there is none of our Sentences that you mul ; 
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"Ee the Chief of Sinners. 95 1 
in divers Frames of Spirit, and conſidering 
that theſe Frames were till according to the 


g Nature of the ſeveral Scriptures chat came in 
; upon my Mind: if this of Grace, then I was 

| uiet: But if that gf Eſau, then tormented. 
2 rd, thought I, if both theſe Scripturet 
5 would meet in my Heart at once, I wonder . 
„ _ 2ohich of them would get the better of me. Sc 


 methought, I had a longing Mind chat they 3 
might come forth together upon me; yea, 1 
deſired of God they might” 3 
195. Well, about two or three Days af- 
ter ſo they did indeed; they bolted both ußß- 
on meat a Time and did work and ſtruggle 
ſtrangely in me for a while: At laſt, that' 
about Eſau's Birth-right began to wax weak, 
and withdraw and vaniſh; and this about the 
Sufficiency of Grace prevailed with Peace 

and Joy. And as I was in a Muſe about 
* this Thing, that Scripture came home upon 
me, Mercy rejoyceth againſl Tudgment, James 
4 Ss 4. - Es „„ 
ald 196. This was a Wonderment to me, yet 
; truly I am apt to think it was of God, for 
WB the Word of the Law and Wrath muit gi 
* place to the Word of Life and Grace; be- 
1 y caufe tho the Word of Cendemnatibiy, be 
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427 glorious, yet the Word ot Life and Sa 
—_ on doth far exceed in Glary, 2 Cor. 33 
rue 9, e, 11. Mark 9, 5,6, 7. n 
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come as I was; a vile and ungodly ſinner, 
nud to caſt my ſelf at the. Feet of Mercy, 
condemning my ſelf for Sin; if ever Satan 
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I and leave Chriſt and his Saints alone. 


to me, I will in no wiſe caſt out. O the 
Comfort that I have had from this Word, in ns - 
+ Wie; as who ſhould ſay, by no Means, for 


4 


mean me and ſuch as 1, but Sinners of n 
beer Rank, that hai nit dene as I bad 

tan, here is in this Word no ſuch Excepti- 
on, but him that comes, him, any him, him | 
* that cometh to me I will in ns wiſe caſt out. 


YH 
ture from me, yet he never did ſo much as 
And I have thought the R-aſon was, becauſe 
be thought I knew full well what coming 


_-- 
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- and T did firive for any Word, it was for this 


de praiſed, I got ſome ſweetneſs from it. 


| 2 and bleſſed Words of Grace, yet that of | E- 
Jar's ſelling of his Birth-right, would fill at 
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Alſo that Maſes and Elias muſt both vaniſnh, N 


197. This Scripture alſo, did now moſt 
ſweetly viſit my ſoul, And him that cometh 


nothing, whatever he hath done. But Sa- 
tan would greatly labour to pull this Promiſe 
from me, telling of me, That Chrift did nat 


done. But I ſhould anſwer him again, Sa- 


And this I well remember till, that of all 
the ſights that Satan uſed to take this Scrip- 


put this Queſtion, But do you come aright ? | 


was; for I ſaw, that to come aright was to 


in Jobs: he pulled and 1 pulled, but God 
198. But, notwithſtanding all theſe Helps, 
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t the Chief of Sinners, 97 "i 
| Times difireſs my Conſcience : For tho” 
1 hadbeen moſt ſweetly comforted, and that ; 
but juſt before, yet w henghat came into my _ 
Mind, *twould make me Fear again. I could 
not be quite rid thereof, would every Day 
be with me: Wherefore now 1 went another 
Way to Work, even to conſider the Nature 
of this Blaſphemous. Thought, I mean if 1 WM 
ſhould take the Words at the largeſt, and 


give them their own natural Force and Scope, 
even cverie Word therein; So when I had 
1. conſidered, I found, that if they were 
N fairlie taken, they would amount to this, if 
IF that I had freelie left the Lord Fejus Chrift tio 
bis Choiſe, whether he would be my Savi- 


"ur Or no, for the wicked Words were theſe, .— 
Let him go, if he will. Fhen thatScripture 
gave me Hope, 4 will never leave thee, nor M 
orſake thee, Heb. 13. 5. Oord, ſaid , 
but I have left thee; Then it anſwered again, al 
But I will not leave thee, For which I thanx M8 
God alſo. ? | g 1 


. - -. 


: 199. Vet I was grievouſly afraid he hould,. 
and found it exceeding hard to truſt him, 
ſeeing I had fo offended him: I could have 
\ Ween exceeding glad that this Thought had 4 
s never befallen, tor then, I thought, I could 7 
3 {ith more Eaſe and Freedom abundance have 


lleaned upon his Grace; I ſee it was with me,; Þ 
as it was with 7o/eph"s Brethren, the Guile «1 


8 a>. | 
„ef their own Wickedneſs, <id often fill them * 
ee that their Brochor would at lad 
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| Facſpile them, Gen. 50. 15, 16, 17, 1. | 
200. But above all the Scriptures that I 
net did meet with, that in the twentieth of 
= F7o/buah, was the greateſt Comfort to me, 
Which ſpeaks of the Slayer that was to fly for 
E Refuge. And if the Avenger of Blood purſue 
_ 2 then, ſaith Moſes, they that are. 
_ Zr Elders of the City of Refuge, ſhall not deli- | 
der him into bis Hand; becauſe he ſmote bis 
VNVeig bbour untuittingly, and bated him not a- 
ire time. O Bleſſed be God, for this "I 


— # 


I was convinced, that I was the ſlayer; 
> that the Avenger of Blood purfued me. If 
# felt with greater Terror; only now it re-! 
mained, that I enquire, Whether I have right | „ 
tio enter the City of Refuge? So I found, | 
That he muſt not, who lay in wait to ſhed 
Bad; but he, who unwittingly, or that did 
_ - uzawares ſhed Blood, even he who did not 
Niete bis Neighbour before. Wherefore: 1. 
201. I thought verilie I was the Man that 
muſt enter, for becauſe I had ſmitten my 
= Neighbour urwiitinglie, and hated him not a- 
_ 27 hated him not afore-time, no, 
pray ed unto him, was tender of ſinning a- 
gainſtbims and againſt the wicked Tempta- 
E tion. T had ſtrove for a Twelve-Month be- 
E fore, yea, and alſo when it did paſs thofow 
EF my Heart, it did in ſpight of my Teeth: 
3 elo, I thought, 1 had right to enter 
de City, and the Elders, which are the A- 
eee not to deliver me up. This 
„o - _.- heres; 
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© poſſible _ any Soul that hath indeed finned tb 
through Chriſt ? The which after I had 


| ſons: \ 


Ce oth Chef en 


therefore was great Comfort to me, and di 
give me much ground of Hope. 

202. Yet being very ctitical, for my ſmart 
had made me that I knew not what ground 
was ture enough to bear me, I had one Quel- 
tion that my, Soul did much defire to be re- 
ſolved: about; and that was, Fbether it be 


unpardonable fin, yet after that ta receive, the” © 
but the leaft true ſpiritual Comfort from God 


h conſidered, I found the Anſwer was, A 
o, they could not; and that for theſe Re- 


103. Firſt, becauſe thoſe that have fined: 4 
that fin, they are debarred a Share in the 
Blood of Chriſt, and being ſhut out of that, 
they muſt- needs be void of the leaſt Ground 


cf Hope, and fo cf ſpiritual Comfort, For 9 | 


to ſuch there remains no more ſacrifice for ſin, A 


Hieb. 10. 26, 27. Secondly, Becauſe they 1 | 


are denied a ſhare in the Promiſe of Life = - Mt 
they ſhall never be forgiven, -neither in this I 
World, nor in that which is to come, Mar. 
12. 31. Thirdly, The Son of God excludes 
them alſo. from a ſhare in his bleſſed lutercel- 
fion, being for ever aſhamed. to own thent, i 
both before his holy Father, and the bleſſed 
Angels in Heaven, Mark 8. © 

204, When I had with. much Deliberation 
conſidered of this Matter,. and could not bully 
. _ the "Lp bad comioried 
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E700 © Grace aboundikg 8 
and that too, after this my wicked fin: then, 
” me-thought, I durſt venture to come nigh | 
undo thoſe moſt Fearful and Terrible Scrip- | 
F tures, With which all this while I had been {| 
io greatlie affrighted, ang on which indeed be- 
fore I durſt ſcarce caſt mine Eye, (yea, had I 
mch ado an Hundred Times to forbear Þ 
= wiſhing of them out of the Bible, for I thought 
E-they would deſtroy me) but now, I ſay, I 
began to take ſome Meaſure of Encourage- 
ment, to come cloſe to them to read them Þ#' 
and conſider them, and to weigh their Sf 
and Tendency. „ 1 
05. The which when 1 began to do, 1 
SFoundtheir Viſage changed; for they looked 
not 8 as before I thought they did: 
, I came to the fixth of the Heb- 


Fe, 
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me; which when I had conſidered, I found of 


idat the falling there intended, was a falling | Bir 


mie yay, that is, as I conceived, a Falling led 
WE rom, and an abſolute denying of che Goſpel, I yet 
ot Remiffion of fins by Chrift, for, from Ia h. 
them the Apoſtle begins his Argument, Ver /+ bou 
Ez, 2, 3» Secondly, 1 found that this Falling to, 
away muſt be openlie, even in the View of ioo 
e World, even fo as fo put Chr iſt te-ano- Ia pe 
en /bame. Thirdly, 1 found that thoſe he I Bro 
there intendeth, were for ever ſhut up of bis 


God, both in Blindneſs, Hardneſs and Impe- MW ther 
tiiency: 4: 15 impoſſible they ſhould be-renett- nue. 
an By 31 thefe Far- Yeus 
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to the Chief of Sinners. ., 101 
ticulars, I found, to God's everlaſting Praiſe, RY 
* was not the fin in this Place in- 
206, Then I conſidered that in the Tenth 
of the Hebrews, and Found that the wilfut 3 
# fin there mentioned, is not every ww:ilful in, il 
but that fin which doth threw off Chriſt, and 
then his Commandments too. Szeondly, That 
muſt, al ſo be done openly, before two or three 
Witneſſes, to anſwer that of the Law, Ver. 
Thirdly, This fin cannot be committed 
with great Deſpite done to the Spirit of . 
Grace; deſpiſing both the Diſſwaſions from 
I that fin, and the Perſwaſions to the cons I 
| trary : But the Lord knows, though this 
:I my fin was Deviliſh, yet it did not amount 
A 3 2 
207. And as touching that in the twelſtng 
of the Hebrews, about Eſau's ſelling his 
Birth-right, though this was that which kil- 
led me, and ſtood like a Spear againſt me; 
yet now I did conſider, 1. That his was not 
a haſtie Thought againſt the continual La- 
bour of his Mind; but a thought conſented. 
to, and put in Practice likewife, and bat 
too after ſure Deliberation, Gen. 25. 2. It was 
a publick and open Action, even before his 
Brother, if not before many more; this made 
his fin of a far more hainous Nature than o- 
therwiſe it would have been. 3. He conti- 
nued 10 Night his Birth-right: He did ea 
end drinks, and went bis Ways Hius Elan de- 8 
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102 Grace aboundinng I 
Pied bis Birth-right : Yea, twenty Years - 
after, he was found to deſpiſe it ſtill. And 
Eau ſaid, I have enough, my Brother; keep 
that thou haſt to thyſelf, Gen. 33. 9. 25 
208. Now, as touching this, That Eſau 
fought a Place of Repentance : Thus I thought, 
1. This was not for the Birth-right ; but the -þ 
Bleſſing: T dis is clear from the Apoſtle, * 
and is diſtinguiſhed by E/au himſelf, He hath 
taten away my Birth-right, ( that is former- 
E ly ) and now he hath taken away my Bleſſing 
ah, Gen. 27. 36. 2. Now this being ral 
E conſidered, I came again to the Apoſtle, t 
+ fee what might be the Mind & God in a 
New Teſtament ſtile and ſenſe concerning + 
aus fin; and ſo far as I could conceive this 
was the Mind of God, That the Birtheright 

E Henified Regeneration, and the Bleſſing the 
E Eternal Inheritance; for ſo the Apoſtle 
& ſeems to hint, Leſt there be any profane Per- 
, at Elau, who for one Morſel of Meat fold |} 

= bis Birtheright ; as if he ſhould tay, leſt there 
be any Perſon among you that ſhall caſt off 
all thoſe bleſſed Beginnings of God that at 
- preſent are upon him, in order to a New - 
birth, leſt they become as Eſau, even be re- | 
© jected afterwards, when they would inherit Pie 
the Blefling. - 822 | hs 
209. For many there are, who in the Day b 
ef Grace and Mercie, deſpiſe thoſe Things 8 

dich are indeed the Birtheright to Heaven, 
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u,; but then as Jaa would not repent, no 


Have bleſſed theſe, yea, and they fhall be bleſ- 7 
„a, but as for you, Depart, you are Nut- 
ers Iniquity, Gen. 27. 32. Luke 13. 25, 

26, 27. | — 


ſome Drops did ſtill remain, that now and 


Former Frights and Anguiſh were verie ſore 
and deep, therefore it di /t beſall me ſtill, 


I with Fire, I thought everie Voice was Hire, 


5 Chief of Sinners. e 105% 
will cry as loud as Eſau, Lord, Lord, open 'q 


more will God the Father, but will fay, I 7 


210. When 1 had thus conſidered theſe "if 
Scriptures, and found that thus to underſtand- I 
them; was not againſt, but according to c- 
er Scriptures ; this ſtill added further to 
y Encouragement and Comfort, and alſo. 4 
gave a great Blow to that Objection, io 
wit, That the Scriptures could not agree in 
the ſalvation of my ſoul. And now remained 
onlie the hinder part of the Tempeſt, for 
the Thunder was gone beyond me, onlie 


then would fall upon me: But becauſe my 


as it befalleth thoſe that have been ſcarred IF | 


Fire; everie little touch would hurt my ten- 
der Conſcience. „ 
211. But one Day, as I was paſſing in the 
Field, and that too with ſome Daſhes os 
my Conſcience, Fearing leſt yet all was nor 
right, ſuddenlie this ſentence ſel} upon n 
ſoul, Thy- Righteouſneſs is in Heaven ; . of 
me-thought withall, I ſaw with the Eyes af 
my ſoul, 7o/ur Crit at Gd. Bight bang 


104 Crace abounding 


here, I fay, was my Righteouſneſs ; ſo that 
bere-ever I was, or what-ever I was 2-Joing, 
God could not fay of me, He wants my rig 
zeou/ne/;, for that was juſt before him. I al- 
ſo law, moreover, that it was not my good 
Frame of Heart that made my Righteouſneſs 
better, nor yet my bad Frame that made my 
EE Righteouſneſs worſe: For my Righteouſ- 
EE neſs was Jeſus Chriſt himfelf, rhe jame, Ie, 
terday, to Day, and for ever, Heb. 13. 8. 
212. Now did my Chains fall off my Legs, 
indeed, I was looſed from my Afflictions andi 
Vos, my Temptations alſo fled away: So * 
bat from that Time, thoſe dreadful Scrip- 
res of God left off to trouble me; now 
ent I alſo home rejoicing, for the Grace and 
Love of God; So when I came home, I 
ESlooked to ſee it I could find that Sentence, 
s righteouſneſs is in Heaven: but could not 


a ſuch a ſaying, wherefore my Heart be- 
= gan to fink again, onlie that was-brought to 
Remembrance, 1 Cor. 13. He was made 
arts ws of God, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, San- 
iation and Redemption: by this Word 1 
r the other Sentence true. 
2213. For by this Scripture, I ſaw the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, as he is diſtinct from us, as 
touching his. Bodily Preſence, ſo he is aur 
EE Righteouſneſs and Sanctification before God, 
rie therefofe, I lived, tor ſome Time, ve“ 
Sie ſwecetlicat Peace - th God 2 Chrift; 
SER me-thought Chit! Chriſt ! there was 
ki; &. .__; +- -nothivg; : 
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to the Chief of Six ners. 
othing but Chriſt that was-before my 1 
was not now only for looking upon this and 
the other benefit of Chriſt a- part, as of his. 
Blood, Burial, or Reſurrectton, but conſi- 
dered him as whole Chriſt ; as he in whom 
all theſe, and all his other vertues, relations. 
Offices, and operations met together, and that 
on the Right-hand of God in Heaven. 

214. *T'was glorious to me, to ſee his Ex- 
altation, and the worth and prevalency of all 
Benefits, and that becauſe of this; now, 
ould look from my felt to him, and ſhould- 
reckon, that all thoſe graces of God, that 
now were green on me, were yet but like ü 
thoſe Cracktegroats, and F our-pence-half- — 
pennies that rich Men cary in their purſes,” 
when their Gold is in their Trunks at Home- 
O, I law my gold was in my Trunk at Home 
in Chriſt my Lord and Saviour! Now Chriſt 


- * 


by was all; all my Wiſdom, all my Rhone 3 
ö neſs, all my Sanctification, and all my Re- 
demption. 1 
of 215, Further, the Lord did alſo lead me- A 
I Minto the myſtery of Union with his Son f 
God, that I was jointed to him, that I was 3 
n F leſh of his Fleſh, and Bone of his Bone, and - 
AS now.was that a iweet Word to me, in E- 3 
ar Pheſians 5.30. By this alſo, was my F aith 
d, in him, as my Righteoufneſs, the more con- 
ad frank E for if he and I were one, then 


5 tteouſneſs was ming, his Merits mine, 53 
is V * or mine. Now + ane . my =" | 
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Grace abounding | 
ſelf in Heaven and Earth at once; in Heaven 
by my Chriſt, by my Hand, by my Righ- 
*  teouſneſs and Life, though on Earth by my 
Body or Perſorr. Df 
22:16. Now Iſaw Chriſt Feſus was loo- 
EE -ked on of God, and ſhould alſo be looked on 
by us as that common or publick perſon, in 
whom all the whole body of his elect are al- 
Ways to be conſidered and reckoned, that we 
& fulfilled. the law by him, died by him, roſe 
from the dead by him, got the victory over . 
deatb, the devil and hell by him: When! 
died, we died, and ſo of bis reſurrection: 
y dead men ſball live together, with my dead 
body bali they ariſe, faith he, J/aiah 26. And | 
* again, After two days he will revive us, and "0 
=: the third day zoe ſhall live in his fight, Hoſea6. 1 N 
2. Which is now fulfilled by the fitting down ble 
__ ofthe Son of Man on the right-hand of the did 
Majeſty in the heavens; according to that io tat 
_ the Epbeſiaus, 2. 6. He hath raiſed us up toy WW kee 
= gether, and made us fit together in heaven! Fo 
Places in Chri/t Jeſus, 2. 6. — 
217 Ah! theſe bleſſed Conſiderations and . 
SGWceriptures, with many other of thelike na- ©'P 
ture, were in thoſe days made to ſpangle in for 
mine eyes; Praiſe the Lord God in his ſanci- 110 
var, praiſe him in the firmament of bir power, ſh! 
= proſe bim for his mighty atts, praife him ac-f Wc 


_ cording to his. excellent greatneſs, Pjalm 150. 0 
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9 the chief of Sinners. © nor 

n | 218. Having thus in few Words given you, Þ 
- taſte of the ſorrow and affliction that my 


y ſoul wes under, by the guilt & terror that this 
my wicked thought did lay me under ; and 


2. having given you allo a touch of my Delive- 3 
n rance there from; and of the ſweet and bleſſ- 

n ed comfort that} met with afterwards,(which } 
1 comfort dwelt about a twelve month with 


5e my heart, to my unſpeakable admiration) 1 
ſe will now, God willing, before I proceed a- 

ny further, give you in a Word or two, what 4 
A T conceive, was the cauſe of this tempta- 


+4 
A * 
1 


:e tion; and alſo after that, what advantage at 
2 the laſt it became to my ſoul, _. _— 
id 219. For the cauſes, I conceived they 
nd. Were principally two; of which two alſo, E=Y 
6. was deeply convinced all the time this trou. 
vn ble lay upon me. The Firſt was, For that ! 
he did not, when I was delivered from the temp- 
to tation that went before, ſtill pray to God to 
oy keep me from temptations that were to come; 
11 For tho, as 1 can fay in truth, my ſoul was 
much in prayer before this trial ſeized me 
nd Yet then | prayed only, or at the moſt prin- 
ha- cipally for the removal ot preſent troubles,” & 
in for freſh diſcoveries of Love in Chriſt; which 
4. © | ſaw afterwards was not enough to do; 1 
er, ſhould have prayed, that the great God 
ac- would keep me from the evil that was to 
50, come. WWE 7, Þ 3 "IE 5 ; > _ 
220. Of this! was made deeply ſenſibig 
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41 I 408 . Grace aboundinę Ob 

Is was under preſent mercy, yet prayed that 
God would hold him back from fin and temp- 
tation to come: For then, ſaith he, Hall I be 


tranjgreſſuon, Plal. 19. 13. By this very 
Word was | gauled and condemned, quite 
through this long temptation. Ry 
221: That was allo another Word that 
did much condemn me. for my Follie, in the 
neglect of this duty, Heb. 4. 16. Let us 
E therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, thag 
ue may obtain mercy; and find grace to help in 
tine of need, This 1 had not done, and 
therefore was thus ſuffered to ſin and fall, ac- 
E cording to what is written, Pray tbat you en- 
= ter not into temptation : And trulie this very 
ting is to this day ot ſuch Weight and ter- 
ror on me, that l dare not when 1 come before 
we Lord, go off my knees, until 1 intreat 
bim for belp and mercy, againſt the tempta® 
tions that are to come; and | do beſeech thee, 
Reader, that thou learn to beware of my ne- 
= gligence, by the afflictions that for this thing 
id for days and months, and Years, with 
= ſorrow undergo. 

| - 222 Anot 
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was great with Child, and before her fulltime 


ss come, ber pangs as of a Woman fog tra- 
of ——— Herce and ſtrong upon her, even 


vale ets 22 Her en; <5 PA re Rl to es te ate 


r 


cauſe of this temptation 


BEE upright, and 1 ball be innocent from the great 


was, that 1 had tempted God; and on ihis 
manner did 1 do it: Upon a time my Wife 


1 | > . . 1 24 ' 
dme would immediatlie have fallen in la- 5 
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ts the Chief of Siuners, 169 
bour, and been delivered of an untimelic births 


fo ſtrongly tempted to queſtion the being of 


till morning; at this 1 greatlie marvelled, not 


- £0 F be will; So, When! was ſallen under 


1 # TD ID 03 WE 


carried rebuke along With it, Now au andy , 7 
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Now at this very time it was, that ] had been 


God; Wherefore as my Wife lay crying by 
me, 1 ſaid, but with all ſecreſie imaginable,” 
even thinking in my heart, Lord, If thou: MM 
wilt now remove this ſad afflifiieon from m 
Wife, and cauſe that ſhe be no more troubled' 1 
therewith this night, (and now were her pangs 
Juſt on her) then I ſhall know that thou cant 
diſcern the moſ ſecret thought of the beart. 
223 | had no ſooner ſaid it in my heai t, but 
her pangs were taken from her, and ſhe- was 
caſt into a deep fleep, and ſo ſhe continued 


knowing what to think: but after! had been 
awake a good while,and heard her cry no more 
| ſell to fleep allo: So when 1 awaked in tbe 
morning, it came on me again, even what1l:-% 
had ſaid in my heart the laſt night, and how 
the Lord had ſhewed me, that he knew my: ix 
ſecret thoughts, which was a great aſtoniſh-; al 
ment unto me for ſeveral Weeks after. 

124 Well, about a Year and an half afters' 
wards; that wicked fintul thought, of Which? 
1 have ſpoken before, went through my 
Wicked heart, even this thought, Let Chr: 


Guilt tor this, the remembrance of my other 
thought, and of the effects thereof, would al- 
ſo come on me With this retert, which alſo 
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= 2 10 Grace A 
EE the heart. Now you may ſee that God deth know 
. moſt ſecret thoughts of the heart. 


= that were betwixt the Lord and his 
Gideon,, fell upon my ſpirit ; now becauſe 
that Gideon tempted God with his fleece both 
Wet and Dry, when he ſhould have belie- 

ved, and ventured upon his Word, therefore 
the Lord did afterwards ſo try him as to ſend 
him againſt an innumerable companie of ene- 

mies, and that too as to outward appearance 
== without ſtrength or help, Judges 6. 7. Thus 
be ſerved me, and that juſtlie, for 1ſhould 
eee believed his Word, and not have put an 
Von the all- ſeeingneſs of God. 

_ 2:6 And now to/tew you ſomething of the 
Fadvantages that I alſo have gained by this 
B And Fit, By this I was 
” made continvally to poſſes in my Soul, a ver 
1 Senſe both of the Being and Glo 
i | of God, and of his beloved Son: In the 


=_ with Atheiſm, but now the caſe was. other. 
= wiſe, now was God and Chriſt continually 
before my Face, thongh not in a way of 
N Comfort, but in a way of exceeging Dread 
and Terror. The Glory of the holineis of 
j þ God did at this Time break me to pieces, and 


on the W heel ; for I could not confi- 
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225. And with this, that of oe 
rvant 
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emptation beſore, my Soul was perplexed 


| the bowels and compaſſion of Chriſt did break 


, | to the Chief of Sinners, _—_* | 

remembrance of which, was as the continual 

breaking of my Bones. - e 
227. The Scriptures alſo were wonder- 
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ful things unto me; I ſaw that the Truth 7 


and Verity of them were the Keys of the 
Kingdom of Heaven; 7ho/e the Scriptures fa- 
your, they muſt inherit Bliſs ; but fheſe they 
oppoſe and condemn, muf? periſh for ever- 


more: O this Word, For the Scriptures can- 


not be broken, would rend the Gall of m 


Heart y aud ſo would that other, Wheſe fins ; A | 


ye remit they are remitted ; but whaſe fins ye 
retain they are retained : Now I ſaw the A- 
poſtles to be the Elders of the City of Re- 


| zuge, 72/h. 20. 4, thoſe that they were to ⁵ü 

} receive in, were received to Liſe; but thoſe + 
that they ſhut out, were to be ſlain by the 

E Avenger of Blood. ; 

8 


228. Oh ! the Sentence of the Scripture did 
aS * Wrmore afflid! and terriſie my Mind, I nean 
| thoſe ſentences 2 flood againſi me ( as ſome- 


times I thought they every one 207 more I jay, 4 4 
ne Wrhan an Army of Forty thouſand Men that 


might have come againſi me, Wo be to bim 

againſt Thom the Scriptures bend themſelves. . * 
229, By this Temptation I was made ſee 

ore into the Nature of the Promiſes than 


ng under the Mighty Hand of God, conti- 
vally torn and rent by the thundering of his 
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ver I was before: For I lying now trembl- , 


uſtice-: this made me with careful Heart ad 
ne chfu! Eye, with great Fearfulneſs to 


- SLE Grace abounding 
turn over every Leaf, and with much Dili- 
. - gence mixt with Trembling to conſider e- 
very ſentence, together with its natural Force 2 
nnd Fortitudde. 5 IE 
230. By this Temptation alſo, 4 was . Prot 
greatly helden off my former fooliſh Practice, of Gre 
putting by the Word of 2 when it came ¶ ug 
into my Mind: fer now though I could not ſuck WY his 
that Comfort and e e the Promiſe, ¶ and 
2 1 bad done at other Times, yet like to 4 God 
an a/miing, I ould catch at al! I ſaw. Pull 
= formerly I tbought 1 might not meddle with the Blef 
_— Promiſe unlejs 1 felt its Comfort, but now it Tim 
nua, no Time thus to do, the Avenges of Bled O b. 
tos hardly did purſue me, | v7 
231. Now therefore, I wasglad to? catch ye, 
at that Word, which yet I feared I had no 
ground nor right to own, and even to leap 
into the Boſom of that Promiſe, that yet I ine x 
= feared did ſhut its Heart againſt me. Now al- Wh - 
0, I ſhould labour to take the Word as God 
bach laid it down, without reſtraining the na- 
=  toral force of one ſyllable thereof: O what 
did l now lee in that bleſſed fixth of John, 
aa him that cometh to me I will in no wiſe caſt 
eur] John 6. 37. Now | began to conſider 
wich my ſelf, that God had a bigger Mouth 
do ſpeak with, than I had a Heart to conceive 
nh; I thought alſo with my ſelf, that be 
K ſpike not his words in haſte, or in an unad- 
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i ed Heart, but with infinite Wiſdom and 
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-Promiſe (as the Horſes do toward ſound 


1 
. 9 


to the Chief of Sinners, ” -=" TR 1 
Judgment, and in very Truth and Faithful- 


neſs, 2 Samuel 3. 28. 1 


232, I ſhould in theſe Days, often in my 
greateſt Agonies, even flounce towards the 


Kg 
\- ' of 


Ground, that yet ſtick in the Mire ) con- 
cluding, ( though as one almoſt bereav*d of 
his Wits through Fear) on this I will reft 
and ſtay, and leave the Fulfilling of it to the 
God of Heaven that made it. O! manies 


Pull hath my Heart had with Satan, for that 


Bleſſed 67th of Jobn, I did now as at other 
Times, look Principallie for Comfort, ( tho” 
O how welcome would it have been unto: - 


me!) But now a Word, à Word to lean a 
Wearie Soul upon, that T might not "fink "| 


„ 5 | | „ 
233. Vea, often when I have been max⸗- 
ing to tle Promiſe, 1 have ſeen, as if the 
ord would refuſe my Soul for ever; 1 was 
olten, as if I had run upon the Pikes, and as 


f the Lord had thruſt at me, to keep me _ + 
rom him, as with a Flaming-iword. Then 
ſhould think of Effher, who went to pe- 


ition the King contrary to the Law, Efther 
. 16, I theught alſo of Benhadad's Ser- 
ants, who went with Ropes upon their 
eads to their Enemies for Mercie, 1 Kings 
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"Wo. zi, Sc. The Woman of Canaan allo, - 4 
Wt would not be daunted, though called 3 ü 
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Dag by Chriſt, Matib. 15. 22, &r. And 
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Is Grace abounding 1 
night, Luke 1. 5, 6, 7, 8, Cc. Were great h,; 
Encouragements unto me. 
234. I never ſaw thoſe Heights and Depths 
in Grace, and Love, and Mercy, as I ſaw 
after this Temptation : Great Sins do draw 
but great Grace; and where Guilt is moſt 
terrible and fierce, there the Mercy of God 
An Chriſt when ſhewed & the Soul, appears 
., moſt high and mightie. When Fob had pa- 
- ed through his Captivity, Hz had twice as 
much as he had before, * 42. 10. Bleſſed 
be God for Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Monie 
- other things I might here make Obſervation 
= of, but I would be brief, and therefore ſhall 
gat this Time omit them; and do pray that 
my Harms may make others Fear to offend, 
2 22 alſo be made to bear the iron-yoke as 
I had two or three Times, at or about my 
Deliverance from this Temptation, ſuch 
Þ r Apprehenfions of the Grace of God, 
that I could hardlie bear up under it; it was 
ſo out of meaſure amazing, when I thought 
it could reach me, that I do think, if that 
ſenſe of it had abode long upon me, i would 


235. Now x ſhall go forward to give you en 
2 Relation of other ef the Lord's Dealings 
—_ with me, of his Dealings with me at other 
i =iundry ſeaſons, and the Temptations 1 then 


14 
have made me uncapable for Buſineſs. 


west withall. 1 ſhall begin with what 1 
| £ - 2 * 3 - , "4 " * 3 adi _ - 14h, hl Wit 5 8 * ba 


wa 
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iich the People of God in Bedford. After MM 

had propounded to the Church, that mp 
13 Peſire was to walk in the Order and Ordi- 
r Pances of Chriſt with them, and was allo ads — 
V Mnitted by them, while 1 thought af that blei- 
ſt Wed Ordinance of Chrift, which was his laſt 4 
od upper with his Diſciples before his Death ; 


1 the Chief of Sinners, 


rs What Scripture, Do this in Remembrance of *% 
l- e, Luke 22. 19, was made a very precious 
as ord unto me; For by it the Lord did come 

ed MWown upon my Conſcience with the Diſco- 


ery of his Death for my fins, ard as I then, 
elt, did as if he plunged me in the Vertue of 
e ſame, But behold, I had not been long 


at Partaker at that Ordinance, but ſuch fierce . 

id, Ind ſad Temptations. did attend me at all 

as imes there in, both to blaſpheme the Ordi- | = 
ance, and wiſh ſome deadly thing io thoſe 

my What then did eat thereof: That leaſt!¾ 

ich : 


ould at anie Time be guiltie of conſentin 
d. theſe Wicked and Fearful 1 
was as Forced to bend my ſelf, all the while to 
ght ray to God to keep me from ſuch Blaſphe- 
hat Ries; and alſo cry to God to bleſs the, 
zuld read and Cup to them, as it went from 
outh to Mouth. The Reaſon of this 
emptation 1 have thought ſince, was, be- 
aule I did not with that Reverence as he- 
ame me at firſt, approach to partake thereof. 
236. Thus 1 continued for Three Quar- # 
rs of a Year, and could never have Reſt 


or Eaſe ; but at laſt the Lord camę in upon 


hw. . '$ * * J ; 

— - * 82 5 * *2#. % 4 1 6 
W . oO CI 4 ee 3 } 
4 83 . *%. I , j « 4 5 1 
IT * * 5 ws, Lay * 1 The 2 ” P - ad "© 4 n * #..: * 6 2 * 

. "op" $a be at wa, we” on . r 0 * Go 
+ - 2 N E * n * 7 _ A 1 T” * 5 — 0 > 4 


= condition for the Future, and of my Evi 
dences for that bleſſed World to come. Forith 
=” hath, I bleſs the Name of God, been my uſui 

= Courſe, as always, ſo eſpeciallie in the Da 
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2 7 116 Grace abounding © 3 
my Soul with that ſame Scripture by which 
my Soul was viſited before; 


I I kave been ufually very well and comtortabte os 
in the partaking of that bleſſed Ordinance, 


Body as broken for my fins, and that his pre- 


; 4 tereſt in Lite to come, clear before min 
to mind my Former Experience, 
Companie of my fins and tranſgreſſions, 4 


i Dulneſs and Coldneſs in holie Duties, 


_—_ 
— 


Woancrings of Heart, my Weariſomneſs i 


. 
8 


and af ter that, 


and have, I truſt, therein diſcerned the Lord 


cious Blood hath been ſhed for my tran. 
. : 

237. Upon a Time I was ſomewhat in- 
clining to a Conſumption, wherewith about 
the Spring, I was ſuddenlie and violentlie 


ſeixed, with much Weakneſs in my outward. 
man; inſomuch, that Ithought, I could no 
live. Now began I afreſh to give my ſelt uy 


to a {erious Examination after my ſtate and: 


of Affliction, to endeavour to keep my In 


—_:--- | 
238. But I had no ſooner begun to recal 
of thi 
Goodneſs of God to my Soul, but ther 
came flocking inte my Mind an innumerab 


mongſt which theſe were at, this Time mo 
to my Affliction, namelie, my Deadne! 


All good Things, my Want of Love to Goff. 


n 
«1 
e 


to the Chief of Sinners, 213 8 
his Ways and People, with this at the End 
Jof all, Are theſe the Fruits 1 Chriſtianity ? © 
abt fre theſe the Tokens of d Bleſſed Man? 
ce, 239. At the Apprehenſions of theſe things, 
di my Sickneſs was doubled upon me, for now 
pte: N was 1 fick in my inward-man, my Soul was 
anſ· I clogged with Guilt; now alſo Was all 
Former Experience of God's Goodneſs ta 
in. me, quite taken out of my Mind, and hid, 
Aas if it had never been, nor ſeen: Now was 
tlic my Soul greatlie pinched betweeen theſe twa |} 
ard; Conſiderations, Live, I muſt not. Die, I dare 
not. Now I ſunk, and fell in my Spirit, and 
was giving up all for loſt ; but as I was walk - 
aud ing up and down in the Houſe, as a Man in 


Evi a moſt Woful State, that Word of God took - 1 
oripold of my Heart, Ye are juſtified freelie by Þ 
** his Grace, through the Redemption that is in 


brift Feſus, Rom. 3. 44. But, Oh! What 
Turn it made upon me. „ 
240 Now was I as one awaked out of ſome AX 
troubleſome fleep and dream, and liſtning to ⁵ 
this heavenlie Sentence, I was, as if I heard 
t thus expounded to me, Sinner, thou think= % 
? that becauſe of thy ſins and infirmities, I can* 
2 thy ſoul ; but be bold, my Son is by me, 
ud upon him 1 look, and not en thee, and will | 
al with thee according as I am pleaſed with \ Þþ 
im, At this I was greatlie lightned in my 
Mind, and made to underſtand that God 
Mould juſtifie a Sinner at any time, it was but 


7% 
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ooking upon Chriſt, 2 imputing of his Be- 


on, "I - 1 * 1 FR 
KE q oy * — +I 1 0 L T 
N 1 r 
Y . . "S.. 2 * - * 
, > Ho — * L . 3 E wi 


er 


* State abounding 


118 
done. | „ 7 
2341. And as J was thus in a Mule, that 
ts Scripture came with great Power upon my 


Spirit, Not by Forks of Righteomſneſs that ut 
have done, but according to his Mercy be hath 


was I got on high, I ſaw myſelf within the 
Arms of Grace and Mercy: And though! 
Was before afraid to think of a Dying- hour, 
yet now I cryed, Let me die: No, Deail 
zwas lovely, and beautiful in my Sight, for I ſau, 
Ve ſhall never live indeed, till we are gone 1 
the other World. O, methought this Life if 
but a 8 in compariſen of that above ; a 
this Time alſe, I ſaw more in thoſe Ward; 
Heirs of God, Rom. g. 17. than ever | 
Dall be able to expreſs while I live in thi 
eiid; Heirs of God ! God himſelf is th 
E- © Portion of his Saints, This 1ſaw and wondrel 
at, but cannot tell you what I ſaw. 


verie ill and weak, and all that Time alſo 
the Tempter did beſet me ſtronglie, ( for 
find he is much for aſſaulting the Soul, whe! 
it begins to approach towards the Grave, ther 
is his Opportunity) labouring to hide fron 
me my former Experience of God's Good 
= neſs: Alto, ſetting before me the Terro 
ot Death, and the Judgments of God; in 
ſomuch, that at this Time, through my Fe: 
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ves to us, and the Work was orthyitllf 


— 


faved us, &c. 2 Tim. 1. 9. Tit. 3. 5. Now 


L 23242. Again, as I was at another Tin 


of miſcarrying tor ever ( ſhould I now dic | 


F 
* 


FI. 


þ . 


u 1 was once dead before Death came, and did 


Way but to hell I muſt : But behold, juft 
who ſhould ſay, So it all be with thee when 


muſed on a While, that Word fell with, 
Where is thy Sting? O grave, Where is thy "ll 
both well in Body and Mind at once; For 


. again. 


1] was prettie well and ſavorie in my Spirit, 
vet ſuddenlie there fell upon me a great 


me the things of God and Chriſt, that I was 


© this Time alſo I felt ſome Weakneſs to ſeizes 


a a : ; „ 
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1a the Chief of Sinners. © 
a if I had felt myſelf alreadie deſcending into 
the-Pitz me-thought, I ſaid, There is no 
as I. was in the midft of thoſe Fears, theſe } 
Words of the Angels carrying Lazarus into ul 
Abraham's Boſom, darted in upon me, as ⁵⁶ü 
thou doeff leave this World. T his did ſweet- 
lie revive my Spirit, and help me to hope 
in God; which when I had with Comfort 
great Weight upon my Mind, O Death, 


Victory? 1 Cor. 15. 35. At this I became 


both my Sickneſs did preſentlie vanifh, andT 
walked comfortablie in my Work for God | 


243. At another Time, though juſt before. i | 


Cloud of Darkneſs, which did ſo hide from 


as if I had never ſeen or known them in my 


| Life ; I was alſo fo overrun in my Soul with 
a ſenſeleſs heartleſs Frame of Spirit, that 1) 


could not feel my Soul to move or ftir after 


Grace and Life by Chriſt; I was as if my 


Loins were broken, or as if my Hands and 
Feet had been tied or bound with Chains. A 


F 4+ _ upon'$ 


SY 


120 Grace abounding | 
upon my Outward-man, which made {! 
The other Affliction the more heavie and u- 
comfortable. ES ** 
44. After I had been in this Condition I J 
ſome three or four Days, as I was fitting by the “! 1 
fire, I ſuddenlie felt this Word io ſound in my ; 
Heart, I nuſt go to Feſus? At this my L, 
Former Darkneſs and Atheiſm fled away, and . 
F the Bleſſed Things of Heaven were ſet _ 7 
within my View; while 1 was on this ſud- {W*” | 
den thus overtaken with Surprize ; Vie, * 
E ſaid , is there ever ſuch a Scripture, I muſt tat 
go to Jeſus? She ſaid, ſbe could not tell. war 
erefore 1 ſat muſing till to fee if I could re- — 
member ſuch a Place j I had not ſat above It. 
tuo or three Minutes, but that came bolting. 4g 
nn upon me, And to an innumerable Compa- 
ny of Angels; and withall, Hebretos the Mer 
= 1welfth about the Mount Sion was ſet be- N 


ſore mine Eyes, Heb. 12. 22, 23, 24. 
4345. Then with Joy I told my Wife, 01 
u, I know, I know ! but that night was a 

= good night to me, I never had but few bet- A 

ter. I longed for the Company of ſome of 

+ God's People, that I might have imparted 
unto them what God had ſhewed me : Chriſt 
was a Precious Chriſt to my Soul that Night, 

| I could ſcarce ly in my Bed for Joy, and 
Peace, and Triumph, through Chriſt ; this 
E great Glory did not continue upon me un- 24 
all Morning, yet the Twelfth of the Au-. 
Wor to e Heb: 13. 21 22, 23. n 
„J Oo. WT. 
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70 2 Chief 78 Savers.” —_ 
was à bleſſed Scripture to me for manie ic Day 
xn. together after this. 
| 246. The VVords are theſe, "You are come 
on % Mount Sion, to the City of the living Sa 
the re the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an innume- 
my ble Company of Angels, to the General .. 
embly and Church of the Firſt-born, which are 
written in Heaven, to Ged the Fudge of all, © 
ſer Nand to the Spirits of juſt Men made per fett, 
d- and . Feſus the Mediator of the NewsTe 2 
fe, Nen, ante the Blood o o ſprinkling, = — 
af eh better things than that of Abel. Through - 4 
this bleſſed Sentence, the Lord led me over 
and over, firſt to his V Vord, and then tg 
that, and ſhewed me wonderful Glory in e= 7 
very one of them. Theſe V Vords alſo have 
oft ſince this Time been great Refreſhment #4 
he Ito my Spirit. Bleſſed be God for n 1 
Mercy on me. N 
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A brief Account of the Ate 4 


thor's Call to tbe M,. e . 
the Miniſtry. TS i A 


247, N D now I am ſpea kin oy 1 
u- perience, I will in "this acethruſt. 
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* is” 222 - _ Grace abounding 
the Word, and of God's Dealing with mel V9 
in that Particular alſo : For after I hat 
been about five or fix Years awakened, and 
helped to ſee both the want and worth 
ot Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and enabled tc 
venture my SouL.upon him. Some ot the 
moſt able among the Saints with us, I ſay, 
the moſt able for Judgment, and Holinek 
4 of Life, as they cc nceived, did perceive that 
God had counted m: worthy to underſtand 
ſomething of his Vill in his holy and bleſled 


ora, and had given me Utterance in ſom — 
1 Meaſure to expreſs what l ſaw, to othen ” 
for Edification z they defired me, and tha Pa“ 

with much Earneſtneſs, that 1 would be wil. W. 
lug at ſometimes to take in hand, in one of | 
the Meetings, to ſpeak a V Vord 'of Exhor- = 
tation unto them. e 
4 2 248. The which, though at the firſt it de 
did much daſh and abaſh my Spirit, yet be. N 
'3Z ing ſtill by them deſired and intreated, I con- » 
1 | ſented to their Requeſt, and did twice at 2 
two ſeveral Aſſemblies (but in private) tho 1 

= with much VVeakneſs and Infirmitie, diſco ©" 
ver my Gift amongſt them: At which they | Fg 
not onlic ſeemed to be, but did folemnlic els 
oteſt, as in the fight of the Great God unt 

| bo were both affected and comforted ; and — 

gave Thanks to the Father of * ta but 


the 1 beſtowed on me. 


would alſo that I ſhould go with them 
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where, tho' as yet J did not, nor durſt not, 


make ufe of my Gift in an open way, yet 
more privately ſtill, as I came amongſt the 
good People in thoſe places, 1 did ſometimes {, 


ſpeak a Word of Admonition unto them al. 


ſo. The which they, as the other, received 
with rejoicing at the Mercy of God to me- 


1 4 
: 


* 


* 
* 


ward, profeſling their Souls were edified - 


thereby. ; = 
250. Wherefore to be brief, at laſt, being 

ſtill defired by the Church, after ſome ſolemn 

Prayer to the Lord, with faſting, I was more 


more ordinary and publick preaching the 
Word, not only to and amongſt them that 


particularly called forth, and appointed to a 


believed, but alſo to offer the Goſpel to thoſe ©? 


that had not yet received thee Faith thereof: 


About which Time 1 did evidently find in 


my mind a ſeeret pricking forward thereto : 


Though I bleſs God, not for defire of Vain- 


glory, for at that Time! was moſt ſorely aſ-. 
flicted with the fiery-darts of the Devil, cer» 


cerning my eternal State. f 


251. But yet could not be content, un- 
less 1 was found in the exerciſe of my Gift, 


unto which alſo 1 was greatly animated, net 
only by the continual defires of the Godly, 


but alſo by the ſaying of Paul to the Cerin- 

thians, I beſeech you, Brethren, (ye know the 
bouſhold of Stephanas, that it is t fr/t-fruits. 
ef Achaia, and that they bave addified then 


1 
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the Miniſtry of the Saints) that you ſub- 


your ſelves unte a, and to every one that 


eth with us and laboureth, 1 Corinthians x : 80 
16. 15, 16, ; 1 | bo 
=” 2. By this Text | was made to ſee that fir 


2 

© the Holy Ghoſt never intended that men who f 

= Save Gifts and Abilities, ſhould Bury them ' © 
in the Earth, but rather did command and ſtir I ha 
up ſuch to the exerciſe of their Gift, and 
alſo did commend thoſe that were apt and 
ready ſo to do. They have addicted themſelves th 
es tbe Miniſtry of the Saints: This Scripture 
nin theſe Days did continually run in my 
Mind to encourage me, and ſtrengthen me in 
this my Work for God; | have been alſo 

F encouraged from ſeveral other Scriptures and | 
Examples of the godly, both ſpecified in the 
Word, and other antient Hiſtories, 4s 
8. 4. 2nd 18. 24, 25, Sc. 1 Peter 4. 10, 


Romans 12. 6. Fox Adls and Mon, i - be 
2353. Wherefore, though of my ſelf, of all it, 
the Saints the meſt unworthy, yet 1, but th 


with great Fear and trembling at the . Sight U 
of my own weakneſs, did ſet upon the Work, In 
and did according to my Gift, and the pro- 8a 

portion of my Faith, Preach that bleſſedGoſ- 
pel that God had ſhewed me in the holy Word V 
of Truth: Which when the Countrey un- in 
d uerſtood, they came in to hear the Word by kr 
hundreds, and that from ali parts, though e 
an fundry and divers Accounts. © | 
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254. And 1 thank God, he gave unto ne 4 
ilome meaſure of Bowels and Pity for their 
S J - Souls, which alſo did put me forward to la- A 
bour with great diligence and earneſtneis to 
t find out ſuch a Word as might, if God 

a would bleſs, lay hold of, and awaken the 
n & Conſcience ; in which alſo the good Lord 
r | had reſpect to the Deſire of his Servant : For © 
d had not preached long, before ſome began 
d to be touched, and to be greatly Afflicted in 
5 their Minds, at the Apprehenſion of the 
e greatneſs of their Sin, and of their Need of .. 
F] fo Chriſt. | | 

n But 1 at firſt could not believe that 
oft God ſhould ſpeak by me to the Heart of any 
d Y Man, ftill counting my ſelf unworthy, yet VB 
ae Þ| thoſe who thus were touched, would Love 1 F 
7s [me, and have a peculiar reſpect for me; and 
Oo. though 1 did put it from me, that they ſhould nM 
- be awakened by me, ſtill they would confeſs 3 = 
ll it, and affirm it before the Saints of God. 
ut they would alſo bleſs God for me (unworthy Y ; 
ht Wretch that lam!) and count me God's Ml 
k, Inſtfument that ſhewed to them the way of A 
- i Salvation. Wn 
ſ\- 256. Wherefore ſeeing them i in both their 9 
Id Words and Deeds to be ſo conſtant and alſo ill 
n- in their Hearts ſo earneſtly preſſing after the 
by knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, rejoicing that | 1 
gh | ever God did ſend me where they bo 
Then | began to conclude it nights . 5 
that God bad owned in a bis Work ſuch a4 4 : 
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WE fooliſh one as !; and then came the Word of 
God to my Heart with much ſweet refreſh. 


Periſb is come upon me; yea, I cauſed the Ni. 
. dows Heart to ſing for Foy, Job 29. 123. 
257. At this theretore | rejoiced, yea the 


preaching, would be both ſolace and encou- 
ragement to me; for l thought on thoſe ſay. 

E ings, Ibo is he that maketh me Glad, but 
F the /ame that is made Sorry by me? 2 Corin- 


© thizns 2. 2. And again, Though 1be not an | 


& Apoſile to others, yet doubtleſs J am unto you, 
or the Seal of my Apoſileſhip are ye in the Lord, 
1 Corinthians 9. 2. Theſe Things theres 
fore was as another Argument unto me, 
that God had called me to, and ſtood by me 
in this Work. , 5 
2358. In my preaching of the Word, I 
= took ſpecial notice of this one thing, namely, 

That the Lord did lead me to begin where 
= his word begins with Sinners, chat is, to Con- 
= demn all Fleſh, and to open and alledge that 
” the Curſe of Godby the Law doth belong to, 


the W orld,. becauſe of Sin. Now this part 
of my Work I tulfilled with great Senſe, for 
the terrors of the Law and guilt for my 
= 'T ranſereſhons, lay heavy on my Conſcience. 
I preached what I felt, what I ſmartingly did 
even that under which my poor Soul 
did groan and tremble to aſtoniſtment. 
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ment, The bleſſing of them that were ready to 


3B Tears of thoſe whom God did awaken by my 


and lay hold on all Men as they come into 
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to the Chief of Sinner. 17 
259. Indeed I have been as one tent to 
them from the dead; I went my ſelf in 
Chains to preach to them in Chains, and 
carried that Fire in myown Conſcience, that 
I perſwaded them to beware of. I can tru- 
ly ſay, and that without diſſembling, that 
when I have been to preach, I have gone full 
of Guilt and Terror even to the Pulpit door, 
and there it hath been taken off, and 1 have 
been at liberty in my Mind untill I have 
done my Work; and then immediately, even 
before I could get down the Pulpit-ſtairs, have 
been as bad as | was before. Yet God carried 
me on, but ſurely with a ſtrong hand; for 
neither Guilt nor Hell could take me off my 
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© 2860. Thus I went for the ſpace 6f two 
41 Vears, crying out againſt Mens Sins, and 
i their fearful State becauſe of them. After 
2 which, the Lord came in upon my owa 
8 Soul with ſome ſtaid Peace and Comfort 
” | therow Chriſt ; for he did give me many 
t | fweet Diſcoveries of his blefſed Grace tho- i 
” | row Him: Wherefore now I altered in my MW 
1 preaching, T for ſtill I preached what I ſaw and 


felt) now therelore I did much labour to hold 


forth Jeſus Chriſt in all his Offices, Rela- 
Y Idioons and Benefits unto the World, and did 
e. ſtrive alſo to dil cover, to condemn and re- 
- move theſe falſe ſupports and props on which 


dhe World doth both lean, and by thera tall 
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Cee abounding 
periſh. On theſe things alſo I ſtaid as 
on the other. | | 


= 261.After that, God led me inte ſome thing of who 
FE #he myftery of Union with Chriſt; wherefore that deed 
I diſcovered and ſhewed to them alſs. And when 1 Lori 
ad travelled thorow theſe three chief Points of heir 
e word of God, about the pace of five Years and. 
EE. er more ; I was caught in my preſent practice, be to 
end caſi into Priſon, where | have lain above as 26 
n again to confirm the Truth by way of juf- eci 
=. fering, as | was before in teſtifying of it, ac. o 
cording to the Scriptures, in a way of preach- as if 
ig. | to C1 
2062. When 1 have been in preaching, I Pow 
== thank God, my Heart hath often, all the Sou! 
= Time of this and the other Exerciſe, with it, t 
1 great earneſtneſs cryed to God, that he would | the 
:\ make the word effectual to the Salvation ef Þ be c 
me Soul: ſtill being grieved, leſt the Enemy ſure 
W. fhould take the Word away from the Con- be | 
& ſcience; and ſo it ſhould become unfruittul : thin 
F- Wherefore, I ſhould labour ſo to ſpeak the 2 
Worc, as that thereby (if it were poſſible) IVV 
the Sin and Perſon Guilty might be particu- the 
4 Aarized by it, | . | w 
2863. Alſo when J have done the Exerciſe, Rail 
i nach gone to my Heart to think the Word {| thei 
mould now fall as Rain on Stony-places: | thei! 
EStlwiſhing from my Heart, O that they wan 
vo have heard me ſpeak this Day, did but Thi, 
yes as 1 do, what Sin, Death, Hell, and the whe 
of God is: And allo what the Oe, 182 
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15 the Chief of Ws | 12 * 


and Love, and Mercy of God is, through 
Chriſt, to Men in ſuch a Caſe as they are, 
who are yet eſtranged from him: And in- 
deed, 1 did often ſay in my Heart before the 
Lord, That sf to be hanged up preſently before 
their Eyes, would be a means to awaken them, 


and confirm them in the Truth, I gladly ſhould. 9 


be contented. 
264. For! have been in my preaching, eſ- 
ecially when 1 have been engaged in the 
Dofrine of Life by Chriſt, without Vork, 
as if an Angel of God had flood by at my Back 
to encourage me: O, it hath been with ſuch. 


Power and heavenly Evidence upon my own -. 
Soul, while I haye been labeuring to unfold 


it, to demonſtrate it, and to faſten it upon 


be contented with ſaying, I believe, and am 


are; Me thaught I was more than ſure, (if it 
be lawful ſo to expreſs my ſelf) that thole MM 


things which then! aſſerted, were True. 
265. VVhen l went firſt to preach the 


VVord Abroad, the Doctors and Prieſts of 
the Country did open wide againſt me; but 4 


| was perſwaded of this, not to render 
Railing for Railing, but to ſee how many of 
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che Confcience of others, that 1 could not 1 Y 


their carnal Profeſſors 1 could convince of - Ml 


their miſerable State by the Law, and of the all 


want and worth of Chriſt : for thought , 


This ſhall Anſwer for me in Time ig me, „ 1 
when a6 _ be for my Hire deforg their Face, +. _— 
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130 Grace abounding 
2866. I never cared to meddle with things 
that were controverted and in diſpute a- 
mongſt the Saints, eſpecially things of tho 
loweſt nature; yet it pleaſed me much to 
contend with great earneſtneſs for the word of 
Faith, and the remiſſion of Sins by the 
Death and ſufferings of Jeſus: But, 1 ſay, 
as to other things, | fhould let them alone, 
becauſel ſaw they engendered Strife, and be- 
cCauſe that they neither in doing, nor in leav- 
ing undone, did commend us to God to be 
His: Beſides, l ſaw my VVork before me 
didrun in another - Channel, even to carry 
an awakening-word; to that therefore did ! 
ſtick and adhere. S 
267. | never endeavoured to, ner durſt 
make ufe of other Mens Lines, Romans 15. 
18. (though! condemn not all that do) for! 
verily thought, and found by-experience, that 
What was taught me by the VVord and ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt, could be ſpoken, maintained 
and ſtood to, by the ſoundeſt and beſt eſtabli- 
= ſhed Conſcience: And though I will not 
= now ſpeak all that,I know in this Matter: 
Vet my experience hath more intereſt in that 
= Text of Scripture, Gal. 1.11, 12, than ma- 
ny amongſt Men are aware. : 
268, It any of thoſe who were awakened 
by my Miniſtry, did after that fall back (as 
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2 times too many did) I can truly 
= fy, Weir ls hath been more to me, 
—_— has if ore of my own Children, begot- 


| Righteous is a Tree of Life ; and be that 


5 = 
Daniel 12 3. For what is our Hope, or Foy, il 


had a Work to do for God, I have had Siri 
"| to deſire 


T 
— 


to the chief of Sinners. 131 Y 


ten of my Bod, had been going to 
its Grave: 1 think verily I may ſpeak it 
without any Hence to the Lord, nothing hath 
gone fo near me «s that, unle s it was the far 


of the loſt , the Salvation of my ewn Soul: 
1 have counted as if I had goodly Buildings, 
and Lordſhips in thoſe places, where my Chil- 
dren were Born. My Heart hath been Jo 
wrapt up in the Glory of this excellent Wark, 
that I counted my ſe more bleſſed and homnus 
red of God by this, than if he had made me the 
Emperor of the Chriſtian World, or the Lord 
of all the Glory of the Earth without it: O 
theſe Words! He that Converteth a Sinner 
from the Error of his Way, doth ſave a Soul 
from Death, James 5. 20. The Fruit of the 


winneth Souls, is Wiſe, Pro, 11. 38. They i 
that be Wiſe ſhall Shine as the Brightneſs of al 
the Firmament ; and they that Furs aw 160 
Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and her, 


or Crown of Rejoycing ® Are mot ever ye in 
the Preſence of our Lord Jeſus Chrift at bis 
coming? For, ye are our R 7oy Ml 
1 Theſ. 2. 19, 20. Theſe with many o- 
ther of like Nature, have been great Re- 
treſnment to me. 33 "i 

269. I have obſerved, that where I hays. 


as it were, the going of God upoꝝ Y Spiri 
might Preach there, I have alſg nl 
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i 132 . Grace abounding 2 
obſerved; that ſuch and ſuch Souls in parti- 

- ular, have been ſtrongly ſet upon my Heart, 
me. ſtirred up to wiſh for their Salvation; 
And that theſe _ Souls have after this 
been given in as the Fruits of my Miniſtry. 
13 T have alſo obſerved, that a Word caſt in by 
te by, hath done more Execution in a Ser- 
| | mon, than all that was ſpoken beſides : Some- 
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times alſo, when I have thought I did no 
| Bend. then I did moſt of all; and at other 
| I have fiſhed for nothing. : | 


270. I have atſo obſerved this, that where 

there hath been a Work to do upon Sin- 
ders, there the Devil hath begun to roar 
in their Hearts, and by the Mouths of his 
= Servants. Yea, oftentimes when the wicked 


1 


= ſtance particular, but I forbear. 


Miniſtry, was, to get into the darkeſt pla- 
ces of the Countrey, even amongſt thoſe 
People that were furtheſt off of Profeſſion ; 
yet notbecauſe I could not endure the Light 
EF (tor I feared not to ſhew my Goſpel to any) 
but becauſe I found my Spirit did lean moſt 
Itter awakening and converting Work, and 


that wi; Tea, /o have Iftrived.'to Preach 
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imes when I thought I ſhould catch them. 


World bath raged moſt, there hath been 
Souls awakened by the Word. 1 could in- 


271. My great Deſire in my fulfilling my 


ond that I carried, did lean itſelf moſt - . 


ihe Goſpel, nas, where Cbriſi was tiamell,, 1% 
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" to the Chief of Sinners, 133 
8 /hould Build upon another Mans Foundation, 
Rom. 15. 20. e 
272. In my preaching, I haye really been 
in pain, and have, as it were, travelled to 
bring forth Children to God, neither could 
I be ſatisfied, unleſs ſome Fruits did appear 
in my Work: If 1 were fruitleſs, it matte- 
red not who commended me; but it 1 were 
fruitful, 1 cared not who did condemn. 1 
g have thought of that, Lo, Children are an 
Heritage of the Lord; and the Fruit of the 1 
Wamb is his Reward. As Arrows in the Randt 
of a mighty Man; ſo are Children of the Youth, 8 
Happy is the Man that hath” filled his Duiver i 
full of them; they ſhall not be aſhamed, bur if 
they ſhall ſpeak with the Enemies in the Gate, 
Pal. 178. 3, , 5+ „ . 
273. It pleaſed me nothing to ſee People 
drink in Opinions, if they ſeemed ignorant of 
Jen Chriſt, and the worth of their own Ml 
alvation, ſound Conviction tor Sin, eſpeci- 
ally for Unbelief, and an Heart ſet on fire 
to be ſaved by Chriſt, with ſtrong Breathings 
after a truly ſanctified Soul: That was it 
that delighted me; thoſe were the Souls 1 
counted bleſſed. - T - 7} - 
274. But in this Work, as in all other, 
my Temptations attending me, and 
that*ef diverſe Kinds; as ſometimes 1 foul ll 
be affaulted with great Diſcouragemetwthere- nl 
in; Fearing that! ſhould not be able ſpeak ll 
Ja Word at all to a nay; that 1 
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„Grace abounding 
= ſhould not be able to ſpeak ſenſe unto the 
People; at which Time: 1 ſhould have ſuch 
ga ſtrange Faintneſs and Strengthleſneſs ſeize 
upon my Body, that my Legs have ſchrce 
F — able to carrie me to the Place of Exer- 
ce. 7 
275. Sometimes again, when I have been 
WF, preaching, 1 have been violentlie aſſaulted + 
with Thoughts of Blaſphemie, and ſtrong- 
lie tempted to ſpeak them with my Mouth 
before the Congregation. I have alſo at 
= ſome Time, even when 1 have begun to 
= ſpeak the Word with ſome Clearneſs, Evi- 
dence, and Libertie of ſpeech, yet been be- 
WE Fore the Ending of that Opportunitie ſo blind- 
add, and ſo eſtranged from the Things I have 
been ſpeaking, and have allo been fo ſtrait- 
ved in my Speech, as to Utterance before the 
People, that I have been, as if I had not 
Fknown or remembred what I have been a- 
bout, or, as if my Head had been in a Bag 
all the Time of the Exerciſe. | 
276. Again, when at ſometimes I hav 
== been about to preach upen ſome {mart and 
ſcorching Portion of the Word, I have Found 
- the Tempter ſuggeſt, What, Will you preach _ 
p This condemns yourſelf, of this your own fou! 
eiiie; wherefore, preach not of it at all; © 
ud, yet /o mince it, as to make way. for 
eus Hape; left inflead of awakening - 
, you lay that Guilt upon pour own fatty 85 i 
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kept from conſenting to theſe ſo horrid Syg= Ml 
Neſtions, and have rather, as Sampſon, bowed - * 
Imyſelk with all my might to condemm fin and 
Itranſgreſſion wherever 1 found it; yea, tho 
- Htherein alſo 1 did bring Guilt upon my own 

BConſcience; Let me die, ſaid I, with the * 
FP hiliſtines, 2 16. 29, 30. rather than 
deal corruptly with the bleſſed Word of God, 


Ton that teacheft another, tedeboſt thou not 


thyſelf? lt is far better that thou do judge 
Imyſelt, even by preaching plainly unto o- 
ners, than that thou, to fave 3byſelf, impri- 
Ion the Truth in Unrighteouſneſs : Bleſſed 
e God for his Help alſo in this. 5 
278. | have alſo, while found in this bleſ- 
ſed Work of Chriſt, being often tempted to 
Pride and Liftings up of Heart; and thougb — 
dare not ſay, I have not been infected with . 
bis, yet rruly the Lord of bis precious Mercy © "Ml 
hath ſo carried it towards me, that for the not 
Part \ have had but ſmall Joy to give Ray to Ml 
uh a thing: For it hath been my every Days | 
Portion to be let into the Evil of my pn 
Heart, and flill made to ſee ſuch a Multitude a 
F Corruptions and lnfirmities therein, that it 
bath cauſed hanging down of the Head under 
Yall my Gifts and Attainments; I have felt this 
ö Thon; in the Fleſh ( Cor. 12.8, 9. ) the ven 
Merty of God to me. TE 


279. 1 have had alſo together with this, -—_ 
ſome notable Place or 6ther ot the Word pre- 
FPentec before me, which Ward hath cone wn 
taipedin it ſome ſharp and gfercing Sent 
es. AA. _ 
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bSHrace abounding _ 
> concerning the periſhing of the Soul, not. 
* withſtanding Gifts and Parts; as for inſtance, 
that hath been of great uſe unto me, Thoug 
1 ſpeak with the Tongues of Men and of Angels, 
end have not Charity, | am become as Soundinge 
Fraß, and à Tinkling Cymbal, 1 Cor. 13. 1, 2. 


\ 


280. A Tinkling Cymbal, is an Inſtru- 28 
ment of Muſick, with which a skilful Play. S 

er can make ſuch melodious and heart - inflam· ¶ of ot 
ing Muſick, that all who hear him Play, can the 8 
(ſcarcely hold frem Dancing; and yet behold, ! Neid 
the Cymbal hath not Life, neither comes apr 
the Muſick from it, but becauſe of the Arti were 
ol him that Plays therewith : ſo then, the In- ¶ thoſe 
+  ftrument at laſt may come to nought- and *f 
== periſh, though in times paſt ſuch Muſick hath = 
deen made upon it. BOT n poc 
28, Juſt thus I ſaw it was, and will be with the D 
dem, who have Gifts, but want ſaving Grace: 283 


© they areinthe Hand of Chriſt, as the Cymbal in need 

EEE” che Hand of Dauiad; and as David could with the they 
= Cymbal make that Mirth in the Service of God, a 

= co Tlevate the Hearts of the Worſhippers; ſo Chriſt 

= can uſe theſe Gifted Men, as with them to affect 

= he Souls of his People in his Church; yet when God, 

Se hath done all, tang them by, as Lifeleſs, tho'Þ ber v 
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1 ey abs. | __- JK Chur 
8. This Conſideration therefore together with the C 
ie others, were for the moſt part as a Maul on ofhis 
end of Pride, and defire of Vain- Glory; What, I 2 goo 
re 1, ſhalll be proud, becauſe Iam a Sound- | 
bird much tobe a Fiddle? Hach nt fear a 
1 eure, that hath Liſe, more of God in it : 
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to the Chief of Sinners, 7 . 
che true fear of God, is better than all theſe Giſta: 
Yeagandl am tully convinced * * poflible 2 

hat can [carce give a Man an wer, bu 
wich gre! Confuſion as to Method. I fay, ie is 


with at Loni! ; 
poſſibſe for them to have a thouſand Times more, 
rels, Grace, and ſo to be more in the Love and Feygur 


ing. of the Lord, than ſome who by Vertue of the Giftof 

, 2: Knowledge, can deliver themſelves like Angels. © 

ru. 283. Thus therefore, Icame tOperceivena n * 

| Gifts in themſelves were Good, ta the Thing for 

4 which they are defigned, to wit, the, Ehtieation 

am · ¶ of others, yet empty and without Power to fave © 

can the Soul of him that bath them, if they be alone 

014, Neither are they any Sign ot a Man,s state to be 
Hz DY. _— 

me 184. This ſhewed me too, that Gifts being alone, ⁵⁶ 

Arti were dangerous, not in themſelves, but becauſe of if 

In-thoſe evils that attend them, to.wis, Pride, D-: ſire 


of every unadviſed Chriſtian, to the endangering of 


the Devil, 5 ; | 
ace: 285. I uw therefore, that he that hath Gifts, had 
in need be let into a fight of the Nature of them, that 
the they come ſhott of making of him to be in a truly 
+ 3 faved Condition, leſt he reſt in them, and fo fall! 
711t mort of the Grace of God, 5 — == 
fect ] 286. He hath alſo Cauſe to walk hambly wich 


the Church, and he muſt allo give at laſt an Accu 
of his ste wardſhid unto the Lord Jeſus, and to pie . 
2 good account will be a bleſſed Thing. 


feat af the Lord(Gifts indeed are de ſireag 
great Grace and ſmall Gifts, are beim 
Gitts aud no Grace, It doth not ſa 
Gi g Glory, but the 1 

Teh whom dhe Lord gives G © +, 
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of Vain-glory, Self-conceit, Ge. all which were 
eafily blown up at the Applauſe and Commendgartien _ 
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A 
God, and be little in his own Eyes, and to remem- - 
ber withall, that his Gifts are not his on, but ches 
Churches, and that by them. he ts made a Servant tc nl 
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a poor Creature to fall into the condemnation f | 
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A brief Account of the Author's Impriſou- 
ment. > 


88. Hi made Profe ſſion of the Glorious” 
| Goſpel of Chriſt a long Time, and had 
-- preached the ſame about five Years; I was appre- 
'.  Hendedata Meeting of Good People in the Countrey, 
amongſt whom, had they let me alone, I ſhould 
ve preachedthat Day, but they took me away 
from amongſt them) and had me before a Juſtice; 
: who, after I had offered Security for my Appearing 
t the next Seſſions, yet committed me, becauſe my 
Baureties would not conſent to be bound that L ſhould 
Preach no more to the People. 
= | 289. At the 8:fljons after, I was indicted for an 
= upholder and maintainer of unlawful Aſſemblie 
4 * and Conventicles, and for not Conforming to the 
Mational Worſhip of the Church of England; af - 
ter ſome Conference t here with the Juſtices, was 
_ ſentenced toperpetual Baniſhment, becauſe I refuſe 
0 Conform. 80 being again delivered up to the 
= _ Goaler's hands, I was had home to Priſon ; and 
there have lain now compleat twelve Yeats, wait- 
ing to ſee what God will ſuffer theſe Men te do 
with me : | : 
260, In which Condition T have continued with 
much Content through Grace, but have met with 


—_—_—.manyturningsand goings upon my Heart, boch from 


landing: of which at large 1 ſhall get here, 


— X. 


rn * . . Won 
2 . Xa rey 


ts the Chief of Sinners. 149 
Dif, z only give you in a Hint or two, a Word | 
that 1 ſtir up the Godly to bleſs God, and to pra 
for me; and alſo te take Encouragemenr, ſhou 
ce Caſe be their own, Not to fear what Mau can 
do wnto them. 5 | 
291. I never had in all my Life, ſo great an In- 
t into the Word of God as now: Them Scri p- 
tures that 1 ſaw nothing in before, are made in 
this Place and State to ſhine upon me, Jeſus Chriſt 
alſo was never more real and apparent than now; 
bere I bave ſeen him and felt him indeed: O that 
Word, We have not preach'd unto yew cunningly de- 
_—_ Fables, 2 Pet. 1. 16; and that, God raiſed _ 
Chrit from the Dead, and gave bim Glory, that ©: 
your Faith amd Hope mbit be in God, 1 Peter 1. 
20, were bleſſed Words unto me in this my jmpit- - 
ſoned Condition. f : TS by 
292. Theſe three or four Scriptures . alſo have, 
been great Refreſhment, in this Condition, to we. 
John 14. 1, 2, 3, 4. John 16. 33. Col. g. 8, 4 
eb. 12. 22, 23, 24, 80 that ſometimes, when K. 
ba ve been in the Fa vour of them, I have been able 4 
to laugh at Deſtruction, and to fear neither the horſe 
nor his Rider. I have had ſweet Sights of the For- 
giveneſs of my ins in this Place, and of wy being 
. with Jeſus in another World: O the Mun Zion, 
the heavenly Feruſalem, the innumerable Ch 
, Angels, and God the Judge of all, and the Spi- 


* 


rits of juſt Men made perſedt, and Feſws have brew 
. Fepeet tento me in this Place: I have been that here nl 
that Im periwaced 1 ſhall never, white in 
World, be able to expreſs: 1 have ſeen a 1 
t bat Scripture, Whom having net ſeen, pe Jann 
whom, though now ye ſee him vt, 3et hf Jt 
5 <a wr Joy wnſpegkatle, and H 
Pet. 4 3 „ . 
293: 8 know what it wes for God to ſta 
by meat all Turns, and at even Offer of Stj,ẽIl Beany 
1 dave found him ſincę i came n bübes; 408% 
Dok bew Fears bave ed themſelves, twhy 
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150 Grate abounding 5 1 
Supports and Eneeuragements ; yea, when I bay 
Rarted, even as it were, at nothing elſe but I ſha- 
dow, yet God, as being very tender of me, h not 
ſuffered me to be moleſted, but would with one 
Sccipture or another ſtrengthen me againft all; in 
| ſo much that l have often ſaid, Were it lawful, E 
could pray for greater Trouble, for the greater Com- 
Forts «he, Eccl. 7. 14. 2 Cor. 1. 5 · N Bb 
294- Before I came to priſon, I faw what was 
z-coming, and had eſpecially two Conſideratiens 
warm upon my Heart ; the firſt was, how to be able 
to endure, ſhould my Impriſonment be long and te- 
dious. The ſecond was, how to be able to encounter 
Death, ſhould that be here my Portion, For the 
*” firſt of theſe, that Scripture, cel. 1. 11. was great 
Information to me, namely, to pray to God #o be 
»- firengthued with all might, according to bis gloriots 
- Power, unto all Patience and Long:ſuffering with 
=  Forfiulneſs. I could ſeldom go to Prayer before I was 
ipriſoned, but for not ſo little as 4 Year together, 
this Sentence or ſweet Petition, would, as it were, 
—_ thurſt itſelf into my Mind, and perſwaded me, that 
if ever 1 would go thorow Long-ſuffering, I muſt 
dave all Patience, eſpecially if I would endure it 
= Joytally, : 1 1 
295. As to che ſecond Conſideration, that Saying 
_ 7: Cc. 1. % was of un Ufe unto me, But we 
4 bad the Sextence of Death in ourſelves, that we mught 
mu is ourſel ves, but in God that raiſeth the 
| S Dead. By chis Scripture I was made to fee, that if 
Ever I would ſuffer rightly, I muſt firſt paſs a Sen- 
eee ef Death upon every thing that can properly 
ea a thing of this Life, even to reckon my 
_ ſelf, my Wife, my Children, my Health,  En- 
of een, and all, as dead to me, and as 
_ em. * 


we end was, to live upos God that is | 
able: as Faul ſaid in another Place, the way Not to 


e look wot: things that are ſeen, but | * 
Things bet. ateumgt jcrn ; for te Things | © 


e 
r * 


to the Chief of Sinners. TY 18 


we en en, they are eternal. And thus I reatoucd with - 
ha- myielf; If I provide only for à Priſon, then the 
not WWhip at unawares, and ſo doth the Pillory 7 
dne Again, if 1 provide only for theſe, then I am not fit 
in Wor Baniſh ment: Further, if I conclude for Bani ſa- 
F Ement is the worſt, then if Death come, I am ſur- 
ms Fprized: 80 that I fee the beſt Way to go thorow 
Raofferings, is to truſt in God through Chriſt, at 
was touching the World to come; and as touching this + 
ons World, To con nt the Grave my Hewſe, to Hake my 
ble Bed in Darkneſs, to ſay ts Corruption, thow art my 
te · Faber, and to the Wooms, Thou art my Mother and: 


ter YSiFer ; that is, to familiarize theſe Things to 


Man, and compaſſed with Infirmities; the 
es YParting with my Wife and poor Children, bath of - 
ith Iten been to me in this Place, as the pulling the 
vas YFleſh from my Bones; and that not becauſe 1 
er, Yam ſomewhat too teo fond of theſe great Mercies, 
re, but alſo becauſe I ſhould have often ght to my 


hat Mind, the many Hardſhips, Miſeries and Want, 
ut that my poor Family was like to meet with,ſhould” MM 
it I. be taken from them, eſpecially my poor blind 


Child, who lay nearer my Heart than all 1 had 
no | beſides: O the thoughts of the Hardſhip I thoughe: 
= this might go under, would break my Heart 0 
ie ces. | 


Poor Child! Thought I, what Sorrow a 
4 like to have for ng edu in this — 


Cold. Nakeaneſs, and a tbouſand Calamities, though 


* 


— 


eat 287 But ä theſe Helps, I found m7 nl 
Iſelf a 


i 
| 
| 


ſt be besten, muſt beg, ſuffer hunger gi 


Hp 


_ 


1 cinnoe now endure the Wind ſhould. blow open... 
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if 

n · 

nf 

my 1 thee; But yetrecalling myſelf, thon 
Lu- | venture nos all with G though oF | 
irn leave you: O, I fw mnt 
| 
co 
but 
ues 


I1% Nan who was pulling down*his 
upon e Head of his Wife — — 
thought J, I muſt do it, I muff 4 l. 
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EF .  - Grace abounding by 
I thought of thoſe -e Milch-Kine that were to car 
”. #3 the Ark of God in anther Country,” and to leave 
their Calves bebind them, 1 Sam. 6. 10, 11, 12+ 
299. But that which helped me in this Temptati- 
on, was divers Conſiderations, of which three in 
ſpecial here I will name ; Firſt was, The Con- 
eration Of choſe two Scriptures, Leave thy Father- 
ffs Children, I will preſerve them alive, and let thy 
idows Truft in me: And again, The Lord ſaid, 
Ferilyit ſhall go well with thy Remnant; verily, 1 
will cauſe the Enemy to entreat Thee well in the 
Time of Evil, &c. J-r. 49. 11. Chap. 15. II. 
goo. I had alſo this Conſideration, that if I ſhould 
now venture all for God, I engaged God to take care 
- © of my Concerments; But it I forſook him and his 
Ways, for fear of any Trouble that ſhould come to 
me or mine, then I ſhould not only falfify my Profeſſi- 
on but ſhould count alſo that my Concerments were 
not ſo ſure, if left at God's Feet, whilſt I ſtood to 
and for his Name, as they would be if they were un- 
dier my own Tuition, though with the Denial of diti 
te Way of God. This was a ſmarting Confidera- | 
tion, and was as Spurs unto my Fleſh : That 
—_ Scripture alſo greatly helped it to faſten the more 
upan me, where Chriſt prays againſt Judas, that 
God would diſappoint him in all his ſel fi ſh Thoughts 
which moved him to ſell his Maſter. Pray read it 
F 4 ſoberly, P/al, 85 6, 75 8, Se. | | ng 
__ | 322T. I had alſo another Conſideration, and that 
e, the Dread of the Torments of Hell, which IL was 
= Faure they muſt parrake of, that for fear of the Croſs, 
0 ſhrink from their Proſeſſion of Chriſt, his Word | 
" and Laws, before the Sons of Men; and of the 
Glory that he had prepared for thoſe that in Faith, 
= wad Love,andPatienceiond to his Ways before them, 
Theſe s, 1 fay, ave deiged tay When the 
© Thoughts of the Miſery that both myſaf ang wine 
Wight, for che ke of my Profeſhon, be e 
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| to the Chief of Sinners. 15 
be baniſhed ſor my Profe ſſion, then I have thougut 
ve of that Scripture, They were ſiosied, They were jaw 5 
a eſunder, were tempted, were ſlain with the Sword $3 
ti- © they wandred about in ſheep-skins, and Goat ., 
in being deftitute, afflicted, tormented, of whom the i 
n- World was not worthy ; For all they thought they 7 
4 were too bad to dwell and abide amongft them. 

by I have alſo thought of that Saying, The hely Ghrf 

id, | witneſſeth in every City.that Bonds and _-flliiFions abide 


: _—_ Cog p ls A 1 
2 * py rs — * 
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1 me; | have verily thought, that my goul and it have 
he ſometimes reaſoned about the ſore and fad Eſtate of 4 
baniſhed and exiledCondition,how they are expoſedto _ 
ld hunger, toCold, iq Perils, to Nakedneſs, to Euc mies ard 
re thouſand Calamities ; and at laſt, it may be, to die in 


11s 2 Ditch, like a poor forlorn and deſolate Speep. But 4 
to I thank God hitherto, I have not been moved by. 3 


li- & theſe moſt delicate Reaſonings, but have rather by , 
re | them more approved my Heart to God, - = 
to & 303 I will tell you of a pretty Buſineſs; I was 
n- Þ once above all the reſt, in a very {ad and low Con- 
of dition for many Weeks, at which Time alſo, I be- 
2 ing but a young Priſoner, and not acquainted with $8 


at & the Laws, I had this lying much upon my Spirit, 
re That my Impriſorſment might end at the Gallows 3 
at for ought that I could tell. Now therefore Satan 
rs laid hard at me to bear me out of Heart, by ſug» 2 
it F peſtang thusunto me; But how if when you come 
| indeed to die, you ſhould be in this Conditign 3 ⁵⁶ 
at chat is, as nor to ſavour the Things of God, nor 
as to have any Evidence upon your | for a better 
State hereafter? ( for indeed ar that Time all the 
xd | Things of God were hid from my Scul.) 2 
he 204. Wherefore, when I at firſt began to think... 
h, I of this, it was a great Trouble to me: Fer Ih 


ing Shift to clamber up the — Is 
e ved Ging, or ottgs/Symptos oj 
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m, with myſelf, that in the Condition I no in, 
he I was not fit to die, neither indeed, f I think * "if 
ne Leonid, if 1 ſhould be called to ig Beiides, 1 
0, t with myſelf, if 1 ſnould make u ſcrambls 3 
I I ſhould” 3} 
1 of Faint: 


mw 


gn Grace abaunding 3 
4 give occaſton to rhe Nuemy to reproach the 
: a7 of Godand and his Pope, for tbeir Time- 
> Zouſneſs : 2 — + * with — cg 
upon me, for, thonght, I was a d to Die 
- with a Pale- face and Torrering-knees, for ſuch a 
Cauſe as this. 8 | 2 
23 f. Whersforc I prayed to God that he would 
& comfort me, and give me Strength to do and ſuf- 
fer what he ſhould call me to. - Yet no Comfort ap- 
; Ar all continued hid. I was alſo at this Time 
roaliy poſſeſſed with the Thoughts of Death, that 
oft I was as if I was on a Ladder with the Rope a> 
bout my Neck; only this was fome encouragement 
to me, I thought I might now have an opportunity 
= to ſpeak my laſt Words to a Multitude which 
© thought would come ro ſee me Die; and thought I, 
Fu muſt be ſo, if God would but convert one 
_— Soul by my very Iaſt Words, I ſhall not count my 
= Life thrown — nor loſt. * 
288. But yet all the Things of God were keept 
out of my ſight, and ſtill the Tempter followed me 
= with, Dar whether emu you go when you Die? | 
_ What will become of you? - Where will you be found 
—_ is azther World? What evidence have you for Heaven 
. Glory, and an Inheritance among them that are 
= ſeries? Thus was I toſſed for many Weeks, and 
net what to do; at laſt this Conſideration 
= fell with weight upon Me, That it was for the Word 
bk and Way of God that 1 wasin this Condition, where- 
_ je 1 was engaged not to flinch an Hairs-breadtb 
. from k. Ms | | 


* : 
307. I thought alſo, that God might choſe whe- 
be would give me Comfort now, or at the 
_ Death; but I might not therefore chuſe 
could hold my Profe ſſion or no: I was 
= Bound hutthe was Free; yea, *twas my Duty to, 
fand to his Wosd, whether be would ever look u- 
rn me at the laſt; Wherefore 
WE Dough: « fein being thus, 1am for going 
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155 10 the Chief of binnen. 
n and venturing my eternal State with Chin? 
Whether I have Comfort here or no; if God dotn 
not come in, thought I, I will leap off the. Ladder 
even blind fold into Mm or Swi me, :confe 
Heaven, come Fell; Lord Jeſus, if thou wilt ra- 
me, do; I will venture for thy Name. 
308. Twas no ſooner fixed upon this op ang > | 
bur that Word dropt upon me, Doth Job ſerye G ; 

fer nougbt? As if the Accuſer had faid, Lord, Fob 
is naupright Man, he ferves the for: By- re ſpect:; 

H aft thou not made an Hedge about him? Sic. © But 

fut forth now thine Hand, and touch all that be 

bath, and he will Curſe thee io thy Face. How now, © 

$ thought I, is this the Sign of an upright S86ul, to de- 

fire to ſerve God when all is taken from him? Is 

| hea Godly Man that will ſerve God for nothing ra- 
ther than give out? Bleſſed be God! Then I hope 
I have an upright Heart, for I am reſolved God give 
ing me Strength) never to deny my Profeffion, 
though I have nothing at all for my pains; and as 

I was thus conſidering, that Scripture was ſet be⸗ 

fore me, P/al. 44. 12, Ce. _ +. 

20g. Now was my Heart full of Comfort, for 1 
hoped it was Sincere ; I would not have been with- 
our this Trial for much I am comferted every Time 

; XI think of it, and I hope I ſhall ble God for ever, © 
iorthe — | Hove had by it. Many more of 
the dealings of towards meI might relate. uk 

1 ebeſrowt oftbe Spoils won in Battles, have I dedica« i 
— Maimain the Houſe of. God, I Chronicle. 
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N £ i that Word. Have your Loyns Girt abet with Tratb ; 
ad of that, u ben tbe Foundations are deftroyed, 
= het can the Rightecies do? Sometimes, when after 
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3 way my Girdle from me, and removeth the Foun- 


ram the Hand 'of God, the ver ry next that 1 have 
=: had from him, bath been the Diſco 
2 . Sometimes wh 
12 my ſelf a Fool for my fo ſioking under 
rouble 


; 3 to Comfort, With ſuch ſtrength an 
both theſe been upon me. 


4 though Ged doth viſit my Soul with never 
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THE 


CONCLUSION 


= OF all the Temptations that ever I met 
with in my Life, to Queſtion the Being 
"and Truth of the Goſpel, is the work and worſt to 


born; when this Temptation comes, it takes a» 


dation from under me: OI baye often thought of 


Sin committed, I have looked for ſore Chaſtiſement 


very of his race. 
en I have been comforted, I have 


And then again when TI have been caſt 
gown, I thought I was not wiſero | gud ſuch way 


weight have 


2. 1 have wondred much at this one thing, that Þ voke 
0 


bleſ- me, 
ſd a — of himſelf, yet I have found again,, 


e ſuch Hours have attended me nfterw:rds, that I 


been in my Spirit ſo filled with — 


d not ſo much as once conceive, what that 
. — was, with which 1 have been 


mes ſeen more in a Line ol rhe 
ell tell bow to fland under, 
Wibe * Bible be hep 
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to me as dry 21 2 Stick, or rather my Heart hall 
been-ſo Dead and Dry unto it, that I could not con "i 
ceive the leaft Dram of Refreſhment, tho? I have , 


loo Kt it all over, 


4. Of all Tears, they are beſt that are made by the 
Bloodof Cbriſt; and of all Joy, that is the — 
eſt, that is mit wich mourning over Chriſt: Ou 
"cis 2 goodly thing o be on our Knees with Chriſt 
in our Arms, before God, I hope I know ſome- 


thing of theſe Things. 


5. I find to this Dayſeven Abominations in my 
Heart: f. Inclinings to 1nbelief, 2. Suddenly ro | 
forget the Love and Mercy that Chriſt manifeſteth, 
3- A leaning to the Works of the Law. 4. Wan: 
 Orings and Coldneſs in Prayer. 5. To forget b 5 <Y 

. _ 


Watch for that 1 Pray for.. 6. Apt to murmure 
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cauſe I have no more, and yet ready to Abuſe what 


L have. 7. 1 can do none of thoſe Things which - ü 
God Commands me, but my Corruptipns will thurſt 
in themſelves; When Iwould do good Evil is prez·- 


ſent with me. 


_* 


6. Theſe Things I continually ſee and feel, and 1 
am afflicted and oppreſſed with; yet the Wiſdom 
of God doth order them for my Good: 1. Thex 
make nie abhore my ſelf, 2. They keep me from 
truſting my Heart, 3. They Convince me of the” 


inſufficiency ofall inherent Righteouſneſs. 4 They 
ſhew me the neceſſity of fleeing te Jeſus. 5. They. ⁵ 
They ſhew me the 


preſs me to Pray unto Gdd 6 


"ll 


need I have to Watch and be Sober. . And Pro- 
voke me to Pray unto God through Chriſt to Help ß 


me, and carry me through this World. Amen. 


